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September 20, 2004

Mr. DASCHLE. Madam President, I

ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
object ion,  t t  t .  "*

DEDICATION OF THE SOUTH
DAKOTA KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL

Mr. DASCHLE. Madam President,
over the weekend, South Dakota hon-
ored a debt  loDg overdue.

With the dedication of the South Da-
ko[a Korean War Memorial on the cap-
itol grounds in Pierre, our State paid

tribute to the extraordinary heroism of
those men and women who defended
freedom and democracy on [he Korean
Den insu la .-  

More than 1.8 mi l l ion Amerlcans
foughb in the Korean war, facing some
of the fiercest fighting: the world has
ever seen.

More than 36,500 soldiers made the
ultimale sacrifice in this effort, includ-
ing near ly 200 South Dakotans.  An-
other 103,000 Americans were wounded

The cause for which they fought' and
Lhe freedom they won, is clear today
for  a] l  Lo see.

on the south side of the 38th parallel

lives a prosperous, free nation, fully
welcomed into the family of nations.

On Lhe north s ide,  22 mi l l ion Koreans
l ive under tyranny and in hunger.

The regime is r ight ly  condemned for
i ts  abuse of  i ts  own c i t izens and therr
fundamental rights, and is an rnber-
nat ional  outcast  due to i ts  spreading of
missile technology and weapons-of-
mass-destruction bechnology through-
out  the wor ld.

The map shows nothing more than a
line separating the Lwo. But in a real
sense. what separa,tes North from
South Korea is the heroism of the
American soldiers who fought there.

Several  years ago.  under the di rec-
t ion of  Shei la Hansen, a teacher ln the
Spearf lsh Middle school ,  the chi ldren
of  South Dakoba set  out  to te] l  the sto-
ries of each of Lhe 2,200 South Dako-
tans who gave their  l ives in World War
I I .

The project  is  cal led Fal len Heroes,
and the stot ies of  heroism these chi l -
r l ren unoove|ed taught aU South Dako-
Lans a lesson about the t rue meaning ol
patr iot ism and servrce.

Recent ly,  Shei la Hansen asked her
c lass to do the same for  those South
Dakotans who gave their  l ives in the
Korean war ' .

I  commend a,nd thank Shei la and her
eighth grade c lass at  Spearf ish Middle
School .  as wel l  as Stanley County Mid-
dle School  teacher Shir ley Swanson.
whose sevenLh grade c lass jo ined in the
ef lor ! .

Together,  the students prepared bio-
graphical profiles for those South Da-
ko tans  $ ' ho  l osL  rhe i l  l i ves  i n  se r v i ce
to their  count l 'Y dur ing the Korean
wal'.

One of  t .he Young
prol i led $ 'as Walter
f rom Mosher,  SD.

men and women
Bapt is l  LaPointe,
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Like so many Native Americans in
South Dakota and across our country,
Walber felt an obligation to serve his
country.

Walter enlisted at che age of l9 and
was sent overseas in 1951. Just 4
months after arriving in Korea, Walter
was killed in an intense firefight near
Homang-ni. He wa's awarded a Posf-
humous Silver Star for "gallantry in
action" and I would like to read from
his citabion.

It says:
As Company F attactsed Ilill 347, Private

LaPoiDte moved ahead of the company line'
seeki.ng out and firing on eDerny emplace-
ments.

Ignoring the intense fire the foe was di-
recting on the area, Private LaPoiDte dls-
played superb courage and determination by
advancing whenever possible and setting up
his weapon in unprotected but commanding
positions.

Hc bravely cottinued iD this maEer, pro-
viding much needed automatic weapons fire
for his comrades, until mortally wounded.
Private LaPointe's gallantry reflects the
highest credit on himself and the military
seryice.

Walter was buried at the Advent
Cemetery near h is home in Mosher.  His
mothe| Elizabeth was touched by the
warmth local veNerans displayed at her
son's passing.

The fo l lowing Spr ing,  El izabeth de-
c ided to serve lunch to the local  Amer-
ican Legion Post .  She decided to make
i t  a l radi t ion,  and each yea|  s ince the
Legion Post  in Mosher has enjoyed a
luncheon served by the LaPointe fam-
i l v .

Even after Elizabeth's passing, the
tradi t ion conLinues,  and st i l l  today the
members of  the local  Legion Post  know
the endur ing grat i tude of  the LaPointe
family.

Many f r iendshiPs have been bui l l
over the years and a spccia l  connect ion
between the fami ly and Mosher"s vet-
eran community has grown. Speaking
of  the t radi t ion,  a famrly member re-
cent ly  said:

In this maDner, we will forever preserve

IWalter's] memorY.
Indeed. they have done much more

than that .  With their  generosi ty '  they
have strengthened bhe ties of friend-
ship between the c i t izens of  South Da-
kota, and ihe mon and women rvho fight
to protect  them. They have shown our
veterans thai  their  serv ice wi l i  never
be forgotf,en.

This,  too,  is  the ul t imate contr ibu-
t ion of  the Fal len Heroes proiect ,  and
the South Dakota Korean war Memo-
r ia l  dedlcated th is past  Saturday-

Because our country was st i l l  wal '
weary fi'om the end of World War II.
few returning Korean wal' veterans
were greeted with the ticker-tape pa-

rades and community oelebrat ions that
were common af [er  World War I I '  The
Korean war became known as th€ For-
gotLen War.

For lhe 12,000 Korean war veferans
st i l l  l iv ing in South Dakola,  and al ]
Lhose wi th whom they served.  we have
a simple message-You will never be
folgotLen.

s937r
The statue that sbands on the oapitol

grounds in Pierre will be an endurlng
reminder of your contribution. But
even this memorial is just a token of
the gratitude and reverence South Da-
kota feels for you. The true memorial
to your heroism is cast not in bronze,
but in the hearts of millions of Koreans
whose freedom you won, and in the
memories of the Americans inspired by
your courage.

We thank you for Your service, and
we salute your valor. And we will al-
ways remember.

I yield the floor.
I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk wi l l  cal i  the ro l l .
The assistant legislaiive clerk pro-

ceeded to cal l  the ro l l .
Mr- BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be disPensed wiih.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

CoRNvN).  Wi lhout  object ion,  i t  is  so or
dered.

CELEBRATING THE CONSTITUTION

Mr. BYRD. Mr.  President .  every
event memorable enough to be re-
corded becomes a part  of  h istory.  But
some events def ine and shape history
wi th the force of  p late tectonlcs,  mov-
ing the wor ld onto a new path.  On Sep-
tember 17,  7787, iust  such an event,  oc-
curred when the Const i tut ion of  the
Uni ted States was s lgned.

I  hold th is Cons[ i tut ion in my hand.
With the adopt ion of  th ls documenl .

a new and powerful nation was created.
That Nat ion.  our Nat ion,  st i l l  guided
by the po$/erful hand of God in many
ways and certa in ly st i l l  guided by the
governmental  st ructure la id out  in th ls
Const i tut ion.  is  the heavyweight  chan-
pion of  wor ld pol i t ios and the global

economy. Act ions of  our Government
inf luence wor ld evenls wi th a speecl  and
force of  a category 5 hurr icane.

The Declarat ion of  Independence s 'as
histor ic .  And I  have i t ,  too '  here in my
I i t t le  book which I  carry in my shi l t
pocket- the Declal  aLion of  Indepent l -
enue .  The  s i gne l  s  o f  I  ha t  De t  i a l  a t i on  o f
Independence commit ted t leason
against  the k ing.  And those b|ave
men-and  t hey  we le  men  whu  s i gned
the Declafat ion of  Independence. an1'
one of  them, eaoh of  theln.  couid have
been arrested.  Lhlown into p l ' ison.  sent
t ,o England in charns,  and executed.

So we oughi  to Ponder those men
the i r  l i ves  and  t hose  L l n (  umen ts  l h . i t
L h e y  s i s n e d .  W e  d o n ' t  o f l F n  e n o u c h
think about ihe sacr i f ices Lhey ma( le.
the l isks they were wi l l ing to take as
they pledged thei l ' l ives and l i re i r  fot ' -
t unes  and  t he i r  sac red  hono l ' .

The Declarat ion of  lndependence lv: ts
histor ic .  for  $ ' i thout  i t  and the events
that  i t  seL in n lot ion thele $ 'ould t re no
f ledgl ins Uui tecl  States 01 Amel ' i (e.

The surt 'ender at  \ iorktown on octo-
b e r  1 9 .  l ? 8 1 .  n ' a s  a l . ' r  h i s l n r i .  l l f i l k i n c
the successful  conclusiot . t  of  t l ie  \ \ : . t i
for  Independenc'e.  Without  Lhai  sLl l  -

Iender- .  there rvould t )e no Ut l t tet i

I
I

\Yai te l '  u 'as the Youngest
chi ldren bo|n to Albert  and
Ringing Shield LaPointe.

of eight
Elizabeth
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: . : . i i r r i  l i - . -  i i , a  - , 1 :  r : ;  r i n : f  i  o i  C U r  n e t l
i l ' : 1 , r , i r  l r .  \ \ ' , r 1 .  , i i l l i r u i i  o 1 r e s .  ' t u r d e n e d

\r'I i t \1'ar r ' iebr,s anri hartiper'ed b.\ ' -uhe

\ \ ' .nk  i1n ! i  ine f icc t l |e  s t |uc t . r l |e  tha t
i | i r s  the  C 'on fer ie ra i io r r  Governn len t .
Thc  ^ -a t ion  r ras  inc lependen i  bu i  no t

^ r  T L \  . , . - " a l  G o \ . e t n m e n t
u ' i t s  \ \ ' eAk .  r 'e ln t i ve  to  the  s ta te  govern-

nren ts .  t lependent  on  v i 'ha tever  con-
i l  i l ru t ion  Lhe Sta tes  chose to  make.
The naL ior ra l  Gove lnrnen l  cou lc i  no t
speak  conv inc ing ly  as  the  o f f i c ia l  vo ice
o f  t h e  u h o l e  N a t i o n .  I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l
t i i e  Const i tu t iona l  Convent ion  in
P l l lade lphra  comple t ,ed  l t s  wo lk  and
const r r . rc ted  in  less  thar l  100 days  a
s t , fong J*e t  f lex ib le  g 'ove lnmenta l  s t ruc-
tu l 'e  tha t  o lu '  J ! 'oung Na i ion  was lea( iy
f ,o  nake a  n i lme fo r  l t se l f  on  the  wor ld
s t a 3 e .

OuI C- 'onst l tut ion ls  a remarkable
clocurnent- t lu ly lemalkable.  Lhis Con-
s i i t u t i on  wh i ch  I  ho l d  i n  my  hand .  I t  i s
|ema.r 'kable for  i ls  s impl ic i ty .  ancl  ib is
remarkable fo l  i t ,s  astute under-
standins ot  human nal ,ure.  The govern-
mental  st |ucture thab was devised in
Phi ladelphia d id noL depend orr  ext laor ' -
d inaly men in order to work but .  rath-
er'. the system relied upon lhe ambi-
t io l ls  of  many old inary nren to check
and balance each other.  keeping any
one man or any one branch of  Govern-
menf,  f fom becoming anothel '  tyrant
l i ke  K ing  Geo lge .

The Framers of  the Const i tut ron put
lhe qleatesL powet '  where? l l  the peo-
ple and in their  e lected representa-
t ives- l ike you and you and you and
me-and made those represenf at ives
responsible and responsive to the peo-
p le .  Tha t  i s  why .  ovc l y  2  yea rs .  t he  en -
t i re membership of  the House of  Rep
resentat ives and one-Lhird of  the mem-
bership of  the Senate face the people
face the people-in an elecLron. The
President .  as wi l l  happen later  th is
year,  faces the people every 4 years.
Only judges.  who must remain inde-
pendent and free from such public pres-
sures, are a,ppointed for life.

The Framers also put  a premium on
civ i l ian contro i  of  the mi l i tary.  Now,
we ought to remember that. We hear
all these sayings about the Commander
in Chief-the Commander in Chief. And
some speak with awe of the Com-
mander in Chief. But Lhe Commander
in Chlef  is  only the Commander in
Chief of the Army, the Navy, and the
mi l ib ia.  when i t  is  cal led into serv ice.
But who creates an army? The Com-
mander in Chief would not have any
armv over which to be commander if
the Congress-this House and the other
body-did not create an army and pro-
vide for a navy and provide for the call-
ing up of the militia. It is the Congress,
you see-

So Lhe Framers put  a premium on c i -
vilian control of the military. Again,
this reflected their desire to prevent a
military dictatorship from arising.
They did not want a Presrdent to act as
a king, ordering armies to war in re-
mote lands on his say-so alone.  Nor d id
they want a powerful general to seize
political power. In Lheir day, and for
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Lhe fir$t {'entruy oi our hlstory. lhe
Unitecl Siates did not have a latge
standing arm5i. only a, small navy and
mal'iDe co|ps. h the event of an inva-
sion. ci[izens we|e expected to grab
their  guns and form a mi l i t ia ,  as was
done in the Revolut ion.

T'b.e Congress would cal l  up the mi l i -
l ia .  which only ihen would be led by
the President  in h is ro le as Commander
in Chief. 'I 'he President is not the Com-
mander in Chief  of  industr .y.  He is  not
the Commander in Chief  of  the Senate.
He is not  the Commander in Chief  of
Congress.  The Congress.  under [he Con-
st i tut ion,  provides for  the mi l i tary.
Congress is the paynlasLer. just as the
Rorrran SenaLe was lhe pa-vmastel in
Lhe days of  ancient  Rome. No consul
could pay his legions of  Roman sold ie ls
unless the Roman Senate provided
therefore.

So Cong|ess is  the paymaster,  Lhe ar-
morer.  and the ru lemaking body for
the mi l i tary noi  the President ,  not
the Commander in Chief. nor his gen-
erals. The President commands the mi-
l i t ia  only when the mi l i t ia  is  cal led
into act ion by Congress or  when nec-
essary to repel an invaslon. The Fram-
ers ensured that the people-the first
three \,!'ords in the preamble of this
Consbi tut ion,  which I  hold in my hand,
are:  "We The People."  That  is  you:
that  is  you:  that  is  you:  that  is  you:
thal  is  you,  that  is  you.  "We The Peo-
ple."  Thal ,  is  you.  the people out  there
over the broad hills and valleys and
mountains of  th is great  Nat ion who are
watching through these elecgronic eyes
and hearing the words that are being
spoken on the floor of the Senate-the
people. The Frarners ensured that, the
people,  through their  e lected Rep-
resentat ives in Congress would oontro l
Lhe mi l i tary so Lhat  i t  could not  be-
come a tool  of  GovelnmeDt repression
against their own people or a way for
Pr-esidents to lea,d the Nation into for-
e ign misadventures.

The Framers created a barebones
governmental structure a barebones
governmental  st ructu|e.  Al l  r ights not
expressly given to the Fede|al Govern-
ment were to be left to the States and
to the people.  In the course of  rat i fy ing
the Const l lut ion,  however,  i t  became
clear that many peopie wanted t,o have
these rights codified. And so from this
sent iment came bhe f i rs t  10 amend-
ments to the Const i tut ion.  How many
words are there in the preamble and
the original Constibution? How many
words? There are 4,379 words in the pre-
amble and bhe Constibution, as it was
signed by bhe Framers. And then later
came the first 10 amendments, and
they are known to us as the Bill of
Rights. How many words, then, are
ihere in the preamble and the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights? There
are 4,861 words. How few are those
words, how few.

And so the first l0 amendments. com-
monly known as the Bi l l  of  Rights,  in-
c lude the fami l iar  f reedom of  speech,
freedom of assembiy, freedom of wor-
ship.  the r ight  lo a speedy t r ia l ,  bhe
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r rght  io i )eal  c i  n ls.  a! td iL! t r ,q.  i  r r r>
r ights anci  f ieedon;s.  too.  ] t i r . l  lhel i  i I :
mediale roots in Lhe pre|evo]uLioI la i : t
t reatmenL of  ihe coionists bI-  the t i ' -
rant  k ing.  I f  the Const i tut ion is  t i re
bones of  our nat lonal  hod5' .  then thf
Bi l l  of  Rights must be i ts  hea| t  : r t l r l
soul .  These f j .ghts a le whal  Lhe colo-
Disls fought for. the things fof u'htcil
they were wi l l ing to r isk los ing rhelr
l ives and thei f  p l 'operty an( i  t ,heir  fo l ' -
tunes.

These r ights a|e what set  t 'he Uni ted
States above other nat ions.  what make
lhe Uni ted States such a shin ing bea-
con-such a shining beacon for the
peoples of  othe|  nat ions to aspi le tcr
and to esLabl ish fo|  themselves.  Ou|
ideals o i  i reedom. set  fo l th and real ized
in our Cons[ i tut ion.  are our g leatest
export  to the wol ld.  How about that .
Those of  you who ale sharpest  on for ' -
e ign t rade.  those of  you who p| ide
yourselves on being t lade experts.  what
is lhe greatest  export ' /  What is  the
greatest  export  of  the uni ted States?
We1l.  our ideals of  f i 'eedom. real ized in
Lhe Const i tut ion.  a|e ou|  g leatest  ex-
port to the wor-ld.

For more than 200 years. our Con-
st i tut ion has demonstrated i ts  unique
adaptabi l i ty .  The Nat ion has grown
and changed in ways tha,t the Framels
would not  have imagined,  whatever
their  greatest  hopes and arnbi l ions for
the Nat ion mleht  have been. Our na-
t iona. l  inberests and responsibi l i t ies en-
gage us in actrv i t ies and places that
span the globe.  We possess a mi l i tary
that is unmatched in size and capa-
bility. Our military spending outstrips
most of  the resL of  Che wor ld oombined.
Why? We wonder why. That is food fol
[hought on anobher day.

Our techlo logy,  our cul ture,  our hu-
manitarian goodwill reacih out into the
mosL remole areas t r f  the wo| ld.  But
our Const i tut ion,  despi te a l l  these socl-
eta l  changes,  cont inues to provide a
government st ruclure thal  a l lows us to
manage these great  enterpr ises whi le
protect ing the lndiv idual  r ights that
each of  us is  guaranteed in the Con-
st i tut ron and i ts  Bi l l  of  Rig:hts.  Only
we-noL somebody out  there f rom
Mars.  some distant  p laneb, only we can
erode those rights or change that
structure.  Our greatest  enemy is not
armed wi th guns,  you see;  our greatest
enemy  i s  ou r  own  i gno rancP  and  o l l r
own inat tent ion bo the Const i tut ion.
chis eireat legacy.

Last Friday marked the 2l7th anni-
versary of  the Const i tu i ion 's s igning.  I
doubt that ma,ny Americans celebrated
or even took heed to that occasion, and
that  is  a mistake.  Fol  September 17 is
more important to our everydav lives
than Columbus Day, more important to
our everyday lives than Thanksgiving,
more important to our everyday lives
than the Fourth of July. Our flag is
precious to us.  There i t  s tands.  majes-
tie. How inspiring, that flag. Our flag is
precious to us-and never more so than
in lhe days after September 11. 2001.
Our f lag is  celebrated every June 14,
but  our Const i tut ioD is more imDortant
than that flag by far-
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The f lag is  a Potent  symbol  of  our
Nat ion.  but  th is Const i t ,ut ion which I
hold in my hand is the soul  of  the Na-
t ion.  The Const i tut ion is  the founda-
l ion upon which each stone of  our g:ov-

ernmental  st ructure is  la id.  I t  is  our
ber i rock.  I t  Louches every day of  your

l ives.  I  say to the pages on both s ides
o f  t he  Cha i r ' .  Th i s  Cons t i t u t i on  Louches
every day,  every hour.  every minute of
your l ives.  Pract ical ly  everyth ing you

do is made possible by or is guaranteed
or is  protected by th is Const i tut ion.  I t
is the prism through which each act of
our Government should be examined
a,nd judged. I f  such an understanding
wele in p lace.  we would not  have to
quest ion aspects of  the PATRIOT Act
thal  might  threaten pr lvacy and due
process r ights of  Americans because
those elements would nol ,  have been in-
c l u r l ed .  Bu t  i n  ou r  f ea t  o f  Le t ro t i sm  and
due to oul ' inai tent ion to the Const i tu-
t ion,  we were stampeded into legis la-
t ion that  et 'odes some of  your r ights '
some of  every c iL izen s r ighls.  Every
Limc the execut ive assumes Powers
that  a|e not  chal lenged by the Con-
qress.  and every t ime Congress glves up
i ts powers to the execut , lve out  Con-
sl i t ,ut ion is  eroded. and we colne one
step c loser to Lyranny when that  hap-
pens.  one step c loser to Lhe dic iator-
shiD of  the execl l t lve.

I  bel ieve the Const i tut ion deserves
greateI  p l 'ominence in ouf  nat ional
l i fe.  A sulvey conducted by Portra i t  of
America in 2000 found-now think of
t h i s :  I  j u s t  cou ldn ' t  be l i eve  i L  unC i l  I

read i t  mysel f  - that  only hal f  of  Amer-
icans.  just  51 peroent ' .  would vote for
the pa,ssage of  the U.S. ConsLi tut , ion i f
i i  were presented in bal lot  lorm today
That is  inct 'edib]e Son.re 22 percenL of

respondenLs would voIe against  thc
Cons t i t u t i on .  I  w i l l  t e l l  you ,  t l l a t  i s
abou t  enough  t o  make  vo t t r  ha i r  s t and
o n  e n d .  A n ( l  l ?  p F r c e n t  s e l e  n o l  s u l e  i f

they would support  l t .  Those al 'e eye-
opening f lnc l lngs.  I  say the'y are hair -
.^ i . ing.  hair -cul ' l ing f lndings.  That
ousht  to cur ' l  your hair"  I f  you don' t
have any.  i t  ought to make your hair

€rrow whcl 'e thel 'e is  none. Twenty-
seven pelcent  we|e not  sure i f  they
u'ould suppo| t  i t .  T i rose are eye-open-
ins f indings.  to be su|e

i \ th i le some at t r ibute lh is outcome to

a.  qenel 'a l  d isa, f fcct ion wi th Govet 'n-
rnent , .  I  bel jeve that  the survey f indings
are the t 'esul t  of  ignolance Too many
ci  t lzens do not  know r ' l 'hat  the Con-
st , l tu l ion does.  NIany c i t izens I 'evere

the  Cons t i l u t j on .  l l u t  t hey  don  t  know

what is  in i t .  I {any L{embers of  th is

bocl l '  r 'eal ly  c lon' t  knou'  what is  in the
Const iLut ion.  The-v have read some por ' -

l ion.  I f  thev i rLe la lvyeIs.  the] '  mighl  be
Ver\ '  lami l . iat '  wi th t ,h is port ion or  that

l j o )  t  r ( ) n .  I  h l s  lmondmen t  o I '  L l I a t  one '
i r u t  t o  know  abou t  t he  Cons t i t u t i on '
w l ] a t  i s  i n  i t .  wha t  i i  does .  l nauy  o f  us

al 'e ignot 'ant .  Erert  ferver know why the

Const l t i t t ion q ' : ls  designecl  the Eay i t '

w3s .
\ lost  peolr le do not  &ppre{; iate a l i  of

rhe safegna.r( ls  c l 'eated i ry the Framers
I  o p l 'eYt ' l l i  cul '  nes governrnenf.  I r i fm

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - SENATE

becoming l ike a colonia l  government.
subject  to the whlms of  a tyrant .  They
do not  understand what the checks and
balances in our governmental  st ructure
are meant to do,  nor [he importance of
maintain ing those checks and bal-
ances.

Flankly.  there are too manY Mem-
bers of Congress who do not appear to
understand or appreciate those checks
and balances.  When i t  comes to Lhe Ex-
ecut ive.  too many Members of  th is
body wanL to s ide wi th the l lxecut ive.
They are monarchists, I would say
They almosl  look upon the President
as a k ing.  As a resul t ,  over the Years,
Lhe power of  bhe legis lat ive branch has
eroded. whi ie the power of  the execu-
bive branch has grown. Congress has
ceded much of  i ts  power,  and iL does so
wi l l ingly.  I t  has ceded much of  i ts
power \4 ' i l l ingly to lhe Executrve,  to
the point  that  we have few tools re-
maining wi th which to le in in an auto-
c | a t i (  E x e c u t i v e .

When the Const i tut ion was c l r -
culated for  rat i f icat ion in 1787. there
was acrt ive pol l t ical  debaLe. Pamphlets
were wr i t ten and essays were wl ' l i ten '
T h e  C o n s l j t u t i o n  w a s  a  t o p i t  o f  c o n -
versat ion alouncl  d inner tables and at
publ ic  meeLing places.  ' lhe Federal is t '
Papers we|e widely pr inted.  widely
| ead .  w ide l v  c l i se  ussed .  T l l c y  wc re  Lhe
centelp iece of  the debate over the form
of th is new government.  I  doubt that
one  co r t l d  t oda , y  I i nd  many  peop le  ouL -
side ol  col legiate American history and
pol i t ics majot 's  who have lead the Fed-
eral is t  Papers.  In these days of  te le-
v is ion.  radio.  and movies.  we no longer
have  Lhe  qu ie l  even ings  o f  d i scuss ion
that  t 'he Founders knew. We are t 'oo

busv wi th pseudo " l 'eal i ty  shov's to

spend t ime s 'orry ing about our own re

a l i t l l .  ou l  o \ 4 ' n  covc rnmen t
Wi lhout  such a naLional  debate.  the

resul ts of  a s lmi lar  survey in 1787

might  have been Lhe same as in 2000. As

a .  na l  i on .  we  a l ' e  f o l  t una te  such  a  de -

baLo  t ook  p l a te .  The  2000  su rvey  shows

unequivocal ly  that  gfeater  knowlcdge
abouL our.  Const i tut ion is  needed.

I  be l j eve  r  necess i t l ' \ '  s t ep  i l l  I a i s i ne
the p|of i le  of  t ' l le  Cor ist , i tut ion involves
giv ing i t '  ec lual  b i l l ing wi th Chr istopher
columbus. wi th Flag Dal ' '  "n6 wl th the

F o u r l h  o f  J u l t .  S c p t e n r l r e r  1 7 .  t h c  a n n i -

vel 'sary of  the s igning of  the Const i t t l
t ion.  should be c leclared a nai ional  hol-

iday.  And so,  l \ { r .  President .  on

Wednesday oi  las i  week I  suhmit led [o

the desk legis lat ion to do just  that '
That  legis lat ion rvould declare Sep-

tember 17 Const iLut ion Day and

wor t l d  encou laFe  c i t i zens  t o  obse r l ' c
the day wi th appropr iate ceremonles '
inc ludlng a |eadlng of  bhe Const i tu-
t i on .  Cu l ' I en t l y .  Sep tember ' 17  i s  des -

i gna t , ed  "C i l . i zensh ip  Day .  r e t  ogn i z i n r

a1l  *ho,  bv bi r th or  by natural izat ion '
a le c iL izens ot  the Unl te. l  States Ci t i -

zenship in our gfeat  Nat ion is  cerLarr . r l -v
a  wo r thy  t op l c .  an r l  i t  me l  i Ls  r ecogn l -
t ion.  But  more impol ' tanl ly .  I  bel ieve,
th is is  the documenL that  establ ishes
the dut ies and r ighLs of  c i t izenship '  the

document lhaL eslabl l -shes th is Nat ion

s9373
as one in which al l  people may asplre
to become ci t lzens-the Const i tut ion of

the Uni ted States.
My hope is that observances,of Con-

st i tut ion Day would encourage al l  c i t i -
zens to learn more about the Consl i tu-
t ion and their  government.  An rn-
formed Public is oul' best defense
against tyranny.

I  know that  i t  is  late in the ]egis la-
t ive session to int roduce legis lat ion '
but I hope the calendar will not deter
the Congress from taking up and adopt-
ing this legislation. It is not a partLsan

matter. The Constitution is there fol'
a l l  Americans,  regardless of  [heir  pol i t -

ical  party,  i r respeci ive of  whatever po-

l i t ical  events might  be on Lhe calendar '
I n  f ac t , .  i t  m igh t  be  more  impo rLan t  be -
cause of  the upcoming elect ion

Dur ing elect ion Yeafs,  i t  becomes
even more v i ta l  that  a l l  Amerlcans
look at  the candidates and ask them
se l ves  wh i ch  one  w i l l  bes l  suppo lL  & l r d
defend the Const i tut ion f lorn zr l l  en
emies,  foreign a.nd domest ic As Anlel ' l -
cans exerc ise t 'he fundamental  | ight  lo
Lhoose  t he i l  l cp l osen ta ,L i I es .  t he l '  p ^ l -

t i c i p a ! e  i n  c h e  e n d u r i t l s  s y s t e m  o f  g o r ' -

ernment set  fot  L i r  in the Const i lut lon '
I t  is  f i t t ing and app|opl ' ia te that  we

honor the document that  establ ishcd
this government.  and that  we as a na
t ion take steps to ensure t l la t  out 'Con
s t i t u t i on  anc l  o t t t  s l ' sTcm o f  cove l  l i -
ment a|e known. understood.  anr. l  chet-
i shed  by  t hA  peop lP  t hev  q ' e l e  es taL r '
l ished to serve.

I  v ie ld iho f loor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Lrncler t
the previo l rs ordet .  the hout '  of  5:2u p n]
having at ' t ivecl .  the Sena[e wi ] l  resr tn le
considel 'at ion of  H. I t  4837 u 'h i i rh tho

clerk wi l l  I 'eport .
The legis lat ' ive c lerk reacl  as fo l lorvs:

A bi l l  (H.R. '183? t  nrrrk i r tg app|opr iat ioDs
f o I  m i l i t a r y  c o n s t r t l r i t i o n .  f a m i l l '  h o u s i n g '

a n d  b a s c  r o a l i g n m c n t  a l l d  c l o s u r l ' f o r  t h f  I ) e

partnrent of IJefense lol  the t lscl l  l ' ( 'ar c ' rrd

i n g  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 .  2 0 0 5 .  a l l r l  i o l  o t ) i c r  p u t

p 0 s e s .

T h c  P R E S I D T N G  O F F i C E R .  f h { ' r e

lv j l l  norv  be  10  l l t i t l uLes  o f  c ' leba te .  ec l t ta l

]y  d iv ided.  p r . io l  t ,o  t lhe  vo te  o t1  pa 'ssasc

of  the  b i l t .  The 5  n inu tes  o l l  t ' l l ' l  D l r l l l o

c la l i c  s ide  has  a l t 'eac ly  t reen co l tsun le t i

T h e  S e n d l n f  h o m  T e l . t ' i s  t - t t ' r

n i z e d .
Mfs .  I IUTCiHISON.  How n l t l rh  t i r l l e  l s

|emaln i l tg  on  e l the f  s i ( le : '

The PRESIDING OFFICEI i  
' f l . i e  ; la -

Jo | i t1 '  s i t ie  has  5  l l l i r lu tes .  The t . t . t i t to l  t t l '

s i ( . lo  has  exhausLe i l  i i s  t ime

Mrs .  HI ITCHISON NIT '  I ' r ' es i ( len t  I

ask  unat t i rnous  conse l l t  th . r l t  th i '  s t l l l -

a t o |  f i o m  C a l i l o r  n i a  l a e t  ! r  '  l l l i n l l t ' l s  o 1

L h e  m a j o f i t Y  t l m e

T h e  P R U S I D T N T i  O F F I ( ' l l R  \ \ ' i t l r o u i

o b j e c t t ( ) r ] .  i t  i s  s o  o l  r l { ' r ' e ( i .

X l r ' s .  H { I T C H I S O N .  i r l t  P t  e - r l r  j r t r ! '

t h i s  i s  a  h i l l  t h n - !  i s  t  i t ' .  i r t i t l  ' l t  i ' ' i  l l l

{ i i s t i n g u i - r i r e t - l  u 0 i I t a s i t ' : .  S e l i a i " l  l i '  l '

S - t .L t \ .  an( j  I  ha ! i :  , , r 'o : .x i , r , i  ' . - r i t  \ '  r . r , : r , r ' i

o l t  i h j S  1 - r i i l .  \ \ - e  i l f e  i l l  a c l ; r t ' I r I I l r  r r l :  l I :


