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SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION?
YOU'RE A TERRORIST SUSPECT!

From those same lovable folks who brought you the crimes and abuses
of COINTELPRO comes the following brochure, printed at taxpayer

expense by the FBI and intended to be issued to law enforcement,

requesting that the Joint Terrorism Task Force be called in the event
suspicious behavior is witnessed.

And what is "suspicious behavior"? Defending the Constitution!

Read it yourself on the inside page of the brochure. Defending the
Constitution is cause to label you a terrorist suspect. Even referring to it
IS grounds for suspicion that you are a terrorist, with all the harassment
that the suspicion implies!

'PICIick for full size scan of front of the flyer.

| Click for full size scan of front of the flyer.
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. "A Rough, Tough, Dirty Business".

GREAT MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE FBI.

"['Your information is] too precise, too complete to be believed. The questionnaire plus the other information you brought
spell out in detail exactly where, when, how, and by whom we are to be attacked. If anything, it sounds like atrap."

FBI response to the top British spy, Dusko Popov (code named "Tricycle") on August 10, 1941, dismissing Popov's report
of the complete Japanese plan for the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Peal Harbor: The Verdict Of History by Gordon Prange, appendix 7 published in 1986. Based on records from the JOINT
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE on the Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack, Nov 15, 1945 to May 31, 1946.

FBI Tries to keep the lid on about J. Edgar
Hoover's "lifestyle".
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From 1943, aletter instructing a field agent how to respond to emerging rumors regarding Hoover's sexuality.

The FBl announces a suspect in the Atlanta Bombing

Atlanta Journal

s jwid NS

FBI suspects ‘hero’ guard
may have planted hur_n_!!___

Bk 1o e people’s park” 1o

o B =il

Click to download

Remember how the network anchors tried to pin this on the militias?
From Reuter's

Guard Suspect in A ynpic Bonb
The Atlanta Journal reports in a special edition that a
security guard who alerted police to the bonb at Atlanta's
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A ynpic Centennial Park is a prinme suspect in the case. Two
peopl e died and 110 were injured in the expl osion. The paper
reported that the guard, Richard Jewell, is a suspect. Jewell
was on hand to hel p evacuate a crowd of concert goers packed
around the stage where the bonb expl oded early Saturday norning.
Jewel | had been recogni zed as a hero follow ng the bonbing. This
norni ng he appeared on with Katie Couric on NBC s " Today
Show.'' An FBI spokesman in Atlanta says nobody has yet been
charged in the bonbing and declines comrent on the newspaper
article.

Jewell [CHNN)

Back To The Top.

Back To The Palitical Page.

-

Mail to: Michagl Rivero

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/cointelpro.html (4 of 4) [10/13/2002 11:25:52 AM]


mailto:rivero@whatreallyhappened.com

http://www.whatreal lyhappened.com/FBI-M CSOTerroristFlyer-Front.jpg

e e—_—_—-—

Call a member of the
Phoenix FBI Joint Terrorism
Task Force:

Investigator Al Shearer
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
602-650-3131

&

Federal Bureau of Investigation
602-650-3163

-

Analyst Terry Chapman
Maricopa County Sherifl"s (MTice
602-256-1795

In the event questionable activity is encountered, contact the individuals named in this brochure

The FBI's Joint Terrorism Task Force is attempting to identify criminal activities with domestic
for clarification.

terrorists.
Domestic terrorism is defined as: Groups or individuals operating entirely inside the US,

attempting to influence the US government or population to effect political or social

In this regard, the purpose of this information sheet is to assist uniformed patrol officers in
change by engaging in criminal activity.

identifying potential domestic terrorism.
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any of the following, Call the
Joint Terrorism Task Force

v

Federal Bureau of Investigation
201 East Indianola Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Revisited - Spying & Disruption

By Brian Glick

(author of War at Home, South End Press)

INTRODUCTION

Activists across the country report increasing government harassment and disruption of their work:

-In the Southwest, paid informers infiltrate the church services, Bible classes and support networks of
clergy and lay workers giving sanctuary to refugees from El Salvador and Guatemala.

-In Alabama, elderly Black people attempting for the first time to exercise their right to vote are
interrogated by FBI agents and hauled before federal grand juries hundreds of miles from their homes.

-In New England, aformer CIA case officer cites examples from his own past work to warn college
students of efforts by undercover operatives to misdirect and discredit protests against South African
and US racism.

-In the San Francisco Bay Area, activists planning anti-nuclear civil disobedience learn that their
meetings have been infiltrated by the US Navy.

-In Detroit, Seettle, and Philadel phia, in Cambridge, MA, Berkeley,CA., Phoenix, AR., and
Washington, DC., churches and organizations opposing US policies in Central America report
obviously political break-ins in which important papers are stolen or damaged, while money and
valuables are left untouched. License plates on a car spotted fleeing one such office have been traced
to the US National Security Agency.

-In Puerto Rico, Texas and Massachusetts, |abor |eaders, community organizers, writers and editors
who advocate Puerto Rican independence are branded by the FBI as "terrorists,” brutally rounded-up
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in the middle of the night, held incommunicado for days and then jailed under new preventive
detention laws.

-The FBI puts the same "terrorist” label on opponents of US intervention in El Salvador, but refuses to
investigate the possibility of a political conspiracy behind nation-wide bombings of abortion clinics.

-Throughout the country, people attempting to see Nicaragua for themselves find their trips disrupted,
their private papers confiscated, and their homes and offices plagued by FBI agents who demand
detailed personal and political information.

These kinds of government tactics violate our fundamental constitutional rights. They make it
enormously difficult to sustain grass-roots organizing. They create an atmosphere of fear and distrust
which undermines any effort to challenge official policy.

Similar measures were used in the 1960s as part of a secret FBI program known as"COINTELPRO."
COINTELPRO was later exposed and officially ended. But the evidence shows that it actually
persisted and that clandestine operations to discredit and disrupt opposition movements have become
an ingtitutional feature of national and local government in the US. This pamphlet is designed to help
current and future activists learn from the history of COINTELPRO, so that our movements can better
withstand such attack.

Thefirst section gives a brief overview of what we know the FBI did in the 60s. It explains why we
can expect similar government intervention in the 80s and beyond, and offers general guidelines for
effective response.

The main body of the pamphlet describes the specific methods which have previously been used to
undermine domestic dissent and suggests steps we can take to limit or deflect their impact.

A final chapter explores ways to mobilize broad public protest against this kind of repression.

Further readings and groups that can help are listed in back. The pamphlet's historical analysisis based
on confidential internal documents prepared by the FBI and police during the 60s.

It also draws on the post-60s confessions of disaffected government agents, and on the testimony of
public officials before Congress and the courts. Though the information from these sourcesis
incomplete, and much of what was done remains secret, we now know enough to draw useful lessons
for future organizing.

The suggestions included in the pamphlet are based on the author's 20 years experience as an activist
and lawyer, and on talks with long-time organizers in a broad range of movements. They are meant to
provide starting points for discussion, so we can get ready before the pressure intensifies. Most are a
matter of common sense once the methodology of covert action is understood. Please take these issues
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seriously. Discuss the recommendations with other activists. Adapt them to the conditions you face.
Point out problems and suggest other approaches.

It is important that we begin now to protect our movements and ourselves.

A HISTORY TO LEARN FROM

WHAT WAS COINTELPRO?

"COINTELPRQO" was the FBI's secret program to undermine the popular upsurge which swept the
country during the 1960s. Though the name stands for " Counterintelligence Program,” the targets were
not enemy spies. The FBI set out to eliminate "radical" political opposition inside the US. When
traditional modes of repression (exposure, blatant harassment, and prosecution for political crimes)
failed to counter the growing insurgency, and even helped to fuel it, the Bureau took the law into its
own hands and secretly used fraud and force to sabotage constitutionally- protected political activity.
Its methods ranged far beyond surveillance, and amounted to a domestic version of the covert action
for which the CIA has become infamous throughout the world.

HOW DO WE KNOW ABOUT IT?

COINTELPRO was discovered in March, 1971, when secret files were removed from an FBI office
and released to news media. Freedom of Information requests, lawsuits, and former agents public
confessions deepened the exposure until amajor scandal loomed. To control the damage and re-
establish government legitimacy in the wake of Vietnam and Watergate, Congress and the courts
compelled the FBI to reveal part of what it had done and to promise it would not do it again. Much of
what has been learned, and copies of some of the actual documents, can be found in the readings listed
at the back of this pamphlet.

HOW DID IT WORK?

The FBI secretly instructed its field offices to propose schemes to "misdirect, discredit, disrupt and
otherwise neutralize "specific individuals and groups. Close coordination with local police and
prosecutors was encouraged. Final authority rested with top FBI officialsin Washington, who
demanded assurance that "there is no possibility of embarrassment to the Bureau." More than 2000
individual actions were officially approved. The documents reveal three types of methods:

. 1. Infiltration: Agents and informers did not merely spy on political activists. Their main function
was to discredit and disrupt. Various means to this end are analyzed below.

. 2. Other forms of deception: The FBI and police also waged psychologica warfare from the outside--
through bogus publications, forged correspondence, anonymous letters and telephone calls, and similar
forms of deceit.
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« 3. Harassment, intimidation and violence: Eviction, job loss, break-ins, vandalism, grand jury
subpoenas, false arrests, frame- ups, and physical violence were threatened, instigated or directly
employed, in an effort to frighten activists and disrupt their movements. Government agents either
concealed their involvement or fabricated alegal pretext. In the case of the Black and Native American
movements, these assaults--including outright political assassinations--were so extensive and vicious
that they amounted to terrorism on the part of the government.

WHO WERE THE MAIN TARGETS?

The most intense operations were directed against the Black movement, particularly the Black Panther
Party. Thisresulted from FBI and police racism, the Black community's lack of material resources for
fighting back, and the tendency of the media--and whites in general--to ignore or tolerate attacks on
Black groups. It also reflected government and corporate fear of the Black movement because of its
militance, its broad domestic base and international support, and its historic role in galvanizing the
entire Sixties' upsurge. Many other activists who organized against US intervention abroad or for
racial, gender or classjustice at home also came under covert attack. The targets were in no way
limited to those who used physical force or took up arms. Martin Luther King, David Dellinger, Phillip
Berrigan and other leading pacifists were high on the list, as were projects directly protected by the
Bill of Rights, such as alternative newspapers.

The Black Panthers came under attack at a time when their work featured free food and health care and
community control of schools and police, and when they carried guns only for deterrent and symbolic
purposes. It was the terrorism of the FBI and police that eventually provoked the Panthersto retaliate
with the armed actions that |ater were cited to justify their repression.

Ultimately the FBI disclosed six official counterintelligence programs. Communist Party-USA (1956-
71); "Groups Seeking Independence for Puerto Rico" (1960-71); Socialist Workers Party (1961-71);
"White Hate Groups' (1964-71); "Black Nationalist Hate Groups' (1967-71); and "New Left" (1968-
71).The latter operations hit anti-war, student, and feminist groups. The "Black Nationalist” caption
actually encompassed Martin Luther King and most of the civil rights and Black Power movements.
The "white hate" program functioned mainly as a cover for covert aid to the KKK and similar right-
wing vigilantes, who were given funds and information, so long as they confined their attacks to
COINTELPRO targets. FBI documents also reveal covert action against Native American, Chicano,
Philippine, Arab- American, and other activists, apparently without formal Counterintelligence
programs.

WHAT EFFECT DID IT HAVE?

COINTELPRO'simpact is difficult to fully assess since we do not know the entire scope of what was
done (especially against such pivotal targets as Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, SNCC and SDS),and
we have no generally accepted analysis of the Sixties. It is clear,however, that:
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-COINTELPRO distorted the public's view of radical groupsin away that helped to isolate them and
to legitimize open political repression.

-It reinforced and exacerbated the weaknesses of these groups, making it very difficult for the
inexperienced activists of the Sixties to learn from their mistakes and build solid, durable
organizations.

-Its violent assaults and covert manipulation eventually helped to push some of the most committed
and experienced groups to withdraw from grass-roots organizing and to substitute armed actions which
isolated them and deprived the movement of much of its |eadership.

-COINTELPRO often convinced its victims to blame themsel ves and each other for the problemsit
created, leaving alegacy of cynicism and despair that persiststoday.

-By operating covertly, the FBI and police were able to severely weaken domestic political opposition
without shaking the conviction of most US people that they live in ademocracy, with free speech and
therule of law.

THE DANGER WE FACE

DID COINTELPRO EVER REALLY END?

Public exposure of COINTELPRO in the early 1970s elicited aflurry of reform. Congress, the courts
and the mass media condemned government "intelligence abuses." Municipal police forces officially
disbanded their red squads. A new Attorney General notified past victims of COINTELPRO and
issued Guidelinesto limit future operations. Top FBI officials were indicted (albeit for relatively minor
offenses), two were convicted, and several others retired or resigned. J. Edgar Hoover--the
egomaniacal, crudely racist and sexist founder of the FBI--died, and awell-known federal judge,
William Webster, eventually was appointed to clean house and build a"new FBI."

Behind this public hoopla, however, was little real improvement in government treatment of radical
activists. Domestic covert operations were briefly scaled down a bit, after the 60s upsurge had largely
subsided, due in part to the success of COINTELPRO. But they did not stop. In April, 1971, soon after
files had been taken from one of its offices, the FBI instructed its agents that "future COINTELPRO
actions will be considered on a highly selective, individual basis with tight procedures to insure
absolute security.” The results are apparent in the record of the subsequent years:

-A virtual war on the American Indian Movement, ranging from forgery of documents, infiltration of
legal defense committees, diversion of funds, intimidation of witnesses and falsification of evidence, to
the para-military invasion of the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, and the murder of Anna
Mae Aquash, Joe Stuntz and countless others;
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-Sabotage of efforts to organize protest demonstrations at the 1972 Republican and Democratic Party
conventions. The attempted assassination of San Diego Univ. Prof. Peter Bohmer, by a"Secret Army
Organization" of ex-Minutemen formed, subsidized, armed, and protected by the FBI, was a part of
these operations;

-Concealment of the fact that the witness whose testimony led to the 1972 robbery-murder conviction
of Black Panther leader Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt was a paid informer who had worked in the BPP
under the direction of the FBI and the Los Angeles Police Department;

-Infiltration and disruption of the Vietnam V eterans Against the War, and prosecution of its national
leaders on false charges (Florida, 1971-74);

-Formation and operation of sham political groups such as"Red Star Cadre,” in Tampa, Fla., and the
New Orleans "Red Collective' (1972-76);

-Mass interrogation of lesbian and feminist activists, threats of subpoenas, jailing of those who refused
to cooperate, and disruption of women's health collectives and other projects (Lexington, KY .,
Hartford and New Haven,Conn., 1975);

-Harassment of the Hispanic Commission of the Episcopa Church and numerous other Puerto Rican
and Chicano religious activists and community organizers (Chicago, New Y ork City, Puerto Rico,
Colorado and New Mexico, 1977);

-Entrapment and frame-up of militant union leaders (NASCO shipyards,San Diego, 1979); and

-Complicity in the murder of socialist labor and community organizers (Greensboro, N.C., 1980).

IS IT A THREAT TODAY?

All this, and maybe more, occurred in an era of reform. The use of similar measures in today's very
different times cannot be itemized in such detail, since most are still secret. The gravity of the current
danger is evident, however, from the major steps recently taken to legitimize and strengthen political
repression, and from the many incidents which are coming to light despite stepped-up security.

The ground-work for public acceptance of repression has been laid by President Reagan's speeches
reviving the old red-scare tale of worldwide "communist take-overs"' and adding a new bogeyman in
the form of domestic and international "terrorism." The President has taken advantage of the resulting
political climate to denounce the Bill of Rights and to red-bait critics of US intervention in Central
America. He has pardoned the FBI officials convicted of COINTELPRO crimes, praised their work,
and spoken favorably of the political witch hunts he took part in during the 1950s.

For the first time in US history, government infiltration to "influence" domestic political activity has
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received official sanction. On the pretext of meeting the supposed terrorist threat, Presidential
Executive Order 12333 (Dec. 4, 1981) extends such authority not only to the FBI, but also to the
military and, in some cases, the CIA. History shows that these agencies treat legal restriction as a kind
of speed limit which they feel free to exceed, but only by a certain margin. Thus, Reagan's Executive
Order not only encourages reliance on methods once deemed abhorrent, it al'so implicitly licenses even
greater, more damaging intrusion. Government capacity to make effective use of such measures has
also been substantially enhanced in recent years:

-Judge Webster's highly-touted reforms have served mainly to modernize the FBI and make it more
dangerous. Instead of the back- biting competition which impeded coordination of domestic counter-
insurgency in the 60s, the Bureau now promotes inter-agency cooperation. As an equal opportunity
employer, it can use Third World and femal e agents to penetrate political targets more thoroughly than
before. By cultivating alow-visibility corporate image and discreetly avoiding public attack on
prominent liberals, the FBI has regained respectability and won over a number of former critics.

-Municipal police forces have similarly revamped their image while upgrading their repressive
capabilities. The police "red squads” that infiltrated and harassed the 60s movements have been
revived under other names and augmented by para-military SWAT teams and tactical squads as well as
highly-politicized community relations and "beat rep” programs, in which Black, Hispanic and female
officers are often conspicuous. Local operations are linked by FBI-led regional anti-terrorist task
forces and the national Law Enforcement Intelligence Unit (LEIU).

-Increased military and CIA involvement has added political sophistication and advanced technol ogy.
Army Special Forces and other elite military units are now trained and equipped for counter-
insurgency (known as'low-intensity warfare"). Their manuals teach the essential methodol ogy of
COINTELPRO, stressing earlier intervention to neutralize potential opposition before it can take hold.

The ClA's expanded role is especially ominous. In the 60s, while legally banned from "internal
security functions,” the CIA managed to infiltrate the Black, student and antiwar movements. It also
made secret use of university professors, journalists, labor leaders, publishing houses, cultural
organizations and philanthropic fronts to mold US public opinion. But it apparently felt compelled to
hold back--within the country--from the kinds of systematic political destabilization, torture, and
murder which have become the hallmark of its operations abroad. Now, the full force of the CIA has
been unleashed at home.

-All of the agenciesinvolved in covert operations have had time to learn from the 60s and to institute
the "tight procedures to insure absolute security” that FBI officials demanded after COINTELPRO was
exposed in 1971. Restoration of secrecy has been made easier by the Administration's stepsto shield
covert operations from public scrutiny. Under Reagan, key FBI and CIA files have been re-classified
"top secret." The Freedom of Information Act has been quietly narrowed through administrative
reinterpretation. Funds for covert operations are allocated behind closed doors and hidden in CIA and
defense appropriations.
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Government employees now face censorship even after they retire, and new laws make it afederal
crime to publicize information which might tend to reveal an agent's identity. Despite this stepped-up
security, incidents frighteningly reminiscent of 60s COINTELPRO have begun to emerge.

The extent of the infiltration, burglary and other clandestine government intervention that has already
cometo light is alarming. Since the vast majority of such operations stay hidden until after the damage
has been done, those we are now aware of undoubtedly represent only the tip of the iceberg. Far more
issure to lie beneath the surface.

Considering the current political climate, the legalization of COINTELPRO, the rehabilitation of the
FBI and police, and the expanded role of the CIA and military, the recent revelations |eave us only one
safe assumption: that extensive government covert operations are already underway to neutralize
today's opposition movements before they can reach the massive level of the 60s.

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?

Domestic covert action has now persisted in some form through at least the last seven presidencies. It
grew from one program to six under Kennedy and Johnson. It flourished when an outspoken liberal,
Ramsey Clark, was Attorney General (1966-68). It is an integral part of the established mode of
operation of powerful, entrenched agencies on every level of government. It enables policy-makersto
maintain social control without detracting from their own public image or the perceived legitimacy of
their method of government. It has become as institutional in the US as the race, gender, class and
imperial domination it serves to uphold.

Under these circumstances, there is no reason to think we can eliminate COINTELPRO simply by
electing better public officials. Only through sustained public education and mobilization, by a broad
coalition of political, religious and civil libertarian activists, can we expect to limit it effectively.

In most parts of the country, however, and certainly on a national level, we lack the political power to

end covert government intervention, or even to curb it substantially. We therefore need to learn how to
cope more effectively with this form of repression.

The next part of this pamphlet examines the methods that were used to discredit and disrupt the
movements oft he 60s and suggests steps we can take to deflect or reduce their impact in the 80s.

A CHECK-LIST OF ESSENTIAL PRECAUTIONS:

-Check out the authenticity of any disturbing letter, rumor, phone call or other communication before
acting onit.

-Document incidents which appear to reflect covert intervention, and report them to the Movement
Support Network Hotline: 212/477- 5562.
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-Deal openly and honestly with the differences within our movements (race, gender, class, age,
religion, national origin, sexual orientation, personality, experience, physical and intellectual
capacities, etc.) before the FBI and police exploit them to tear us apart.

-Don't rush to expose a suspected agent. Instead, directly criticize what the suspect says and does. Intra-
movement witch hunts only help the government create distrust and paranoia.

-Support whoever comes under government attack. Don't be put off by political slander, such as recent
attempts to smear radical activists as "terrorists." Organize public opposition to FBI investigations,
grand juries, show trials and other forms of political harassment.

-Above al, do not let them divert us from our main work. Our most powerful weapon against political
repression is effective organizing around the needs and issues which directly affect people'slives.

WHAT THEY DO & HOW WE CAN PROTECT
OURSELVES

INFILTRATION BY AGENTS OR INFORMERS

Agents are law enforcement officers disguised as activists.

Informers are non-agents who provide information to alaw enforcement or intelligence agency. They
may be recruited from within a group or sent in by an agency, or they may be disaffected former
members or supporters.

Infiltrators are agents or informers who work in a group or community under the direction of alaw
enforcement or intelligence agency. During the 60s the FBI had to rely on informers (who are less well
trained and harder to control) because it had very few black, Hispanic or female agents, and its strict
dress and grooming code left white male agents unable to look like activists. As a modern equal
opportunity employer, today's FBI has fewer such limitations.

What They Do: Some informers and infiltrators quietly provide information while keeping alow
profile and doing whatever is expected of group members. Others attempt to discredit atarget and
disrupt its work. They may spread false rumors and make unfounded accusations to provoke or
exacerbate tensions and splits. They may urge divisive proposals, sabotage important activities and
resources, or operate as "provocateurs' who lead zealous activists into unnecessary danger. In a
demonstration or other confrontation with police, such an agent may break discipline and call for
actions which would undermine unity and detract from tactical focus.

Infiltration As a Source of Distrust and Paranoia: While individual agents and informers aid the
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government in avariety of specific ways, the general use of infiltrators serves avery special and
powerful strategic function. The fear that a group may be infiltrated often intimidates people from
getting more involved. It can giverise to a paranoia which makes it difficult to build the mutual trust
which political groups depend on. This use of infiltrators, enhanced by covertly-initiated rumors that
exaggerate the extent to which a particular movement or group has been penetrated, is recommended
by the manuals used to teach counter-insurgency in the U.S. and Western Europe.

Covert Manipulation to Make A Legitimate Activist Appear to be an Agent: An actual agent will often
point the finger at a genuine, non-collaborating and highly-valued group member, claiming that he or
sheistheinfiltrator. The same effect, known as a "snitch jacket," has been achieved by planting forged
documents which appear to be communications between an activist and the FBI, or by releasing for no
other apparent reason one of agroup of activists who were arrested together. Another method used
under COINTELPRO was to arrange for some activists, arrested under one pretext or another, to hear
over the police radio a phony broadcast which appeared to set up a secret meeting between the police
and someone from their group.

GUIDELINES FOR COPING WITH INFILTRATION:

. |. Establish a process through which anyone who suspects an informer (or other form of covert
intervention) can express his or her fears without scaring others. Experienced people assigned this
responsibility can do a great deal to help a group maintain its morale and focus while, at the same time,
centrally consolidating information and deciding how to use it. This plan works best when
accompanied by group discussion of the danger of paranoia, so that everyone understands and follows
the established procedure.

. 2. Toreduce vulnerability to paranoia and "snitch jackets', and to minimize diversion from your
main work, it generaly is best if you do not attempt to expose a suspected agent or informer unless
you are certain of their role. (For instance, they surface to make an arrest, testify as a government
witness or in some other way admit their identity). Under most circumstances, an attempted exposure
will do more harm than the infiltrator's continued presence. Thisis especialy trueif you can discreetly
limit the suspect's access to funds, financial records, mailing lists, discussions of possible law
violations, meetings that plan criminal defense strategy, and similar opportunities.

« 3. Deal openly and directly with the form and content of what anyone says and does, whether the
person is a suspected agent, has emotional problems, or is ssimply a sincere, but naive or confused
person new to the work.

« 4. 0Once an agent or informer has been definitely identified, alert other groups and communities by
means of photographs, a description of their methods of operation, etc. In the 60s, some agents
managed even after their exposure in one community to move on and repeat their performancein a
number of others.

. 5. Becareful to avoid pushing anew or hesitant member to take risks beyond what that personis
ready to handle, particularly in situations which could result in arrest and prosecution. People in this
position have proved vulnerable to recruitment as informers.

OTHER FORMS OF DECEPTION
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Bogus leaflets, pamphlets, etc.. COINTELPRO documents show that the FBI routinely put out phony
|eeflets, posters, pamphlets, etc. to discredit its targets. In one instance, agentsrevised a children's
coloring book which the Black Panther Party had rejected as anti-white and gratuitously violent,
and then distributed a cruder version to backers of the Party's program of free breakfasts for
children, telling them the book was being used in the program.

False media stories. The FBI's documents expose collusion by reporters and news media that
knowingly published false and distorted material prepared by Bureau agents. One such story had Jean
Seberg, a noticeably pregnant white film star active in anti-racist causes, carrying the child of a
prominent Black leader. Seberg's white husband, the actual father, has sued the FBI as responsible for
her resulting still-birth, breakdown, and suicide.

Forged correspondence: Former employees have confirmed that the FBI and CIA have the capacity to
produce "state of the art" forgery. The U.S. Senate's investigation of COINTEL PRO uncovered a series
of letters forged in the name of an intermediary between the Black Panther Party's national office and
Panther leader Eldridge Cleaver, in exile in Algeria. The letters proved instrumental in inflaming intra-
party rivalries that erupted into the bitter public split that shattered the Party in the winter of 1971.

Anonymous letters and tel ephone calls: During the 60s, activists received a steady flow of anonymous
letters and phone calls which turn out to have been from government agents. Some threatened
violence. Others promoted racial divisions and fears. Still others charged various leaders with
collaboration, corruption, sexual affairs with other activists mates, etc. Asin the Seberg incident, inter-
racial sex was a persistent theme. The husband of one white woman involved in abi-racia civil rights
group received the following anonymous letter authored by the FBI:

--Look, man, | guess your old lady doesn't get enough at home or she wouldn't be shucking and jiving
with our Black Men in ACTION, you dig? Like al she wants to integrate is the bedroom and us Black
Sisters ain't gonna take no second best from our men. So lay it on her man--or get her the hell off
[name]. A Soul Sister

False rumors. Using infiltrators, journalists and other contacts, the Bureau circulated slanderous,
disruptive rumors through political movements and the communities in which they worked.

Other misinformation: A favorite FBI tactic uncovered by Senate investigators was to misinform
people that a political meeting or event had been cancelled. Another was to offer non- existent housing
at phony addresses, stranding out-of-town conference attendees who naturally blamed those who had
organized the event. FBI agents also arranged to transport demonstrators in the name of a bogus bus
company which pulled out at the last minute. Such "dirty tricks" interfered with political events and
turned activists against each other.

SEPARATE BOX:
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Fronts for the FBI: COINTELPRO documents reveal that a number of Sixties political groups and
projects were actually set up and operated by the FBI.

One, "Grupo pro-Uso Voto," was used to disrupt the fragile unity developing in 1967 among groups
seeking Puerto Rico's independence from the US. The genuine proponents of independence had joined
together to boycott a US-administered referendum on the island's status. They argued that voting under
conditions of colonial domination could serve only to legitimize US rule, and that no vote could be fair
while the US controlled the island's economy, media, schools, and police. The bogus group, pretending
to support independence, broke ranks and urged independistas to take advantage of the opportunity to
register their opinion at the polls.

Since FBI front groups are basically a means for penetrating and disrupting political movements, it is
best to deal with them on the basis of the Guidelines for Coping with Infiltration (below).

Confront what a suspect group says and does, but avoid public accusations unless you have definite
proof. If you do have such proof, share it with everyone affected.

GUIDELINES FOR COPING WITH OTHER FORMS OF DECEPTION:

. 1. Don't add unnecessarily to the pool of information that government agents use to divide political
groups and turn activists against each other. They thrive on gossip about personal tensions, rivalries
and disagreements. The more these are aired in public, or via a telephone which can be tapped or mail
which can be opened, the easier it isto exploit agroups problems and subvert its work. (Note that the
CIA has the technology to read mail without opening it, and that the telephone network can now be
programmed to record any conversation in which specified political terms are used.)

. 2. The best way to reduce tensions and hostilities, and the urge to gossip about them, isto make time
for open, honest discussion and resolution of "personal” aswell as"political" issues.

. 3. Don't accept everything you hear or read. Check with the supposed source of the information
before you act on it. Personal communication among estranged activists, however difficult or painful,
could have countered many FBI operations which proved effective in the Sixties.

« 4. When you hear a negative, confusing or potentially harmful rumor, don't passit on. Instead,
discussit with atrusted friend or with the people in your group who are responsible for dealing with
covert intervention.

. 5. Verify and double-check all arrangements for housing, transportation, meeting rooms, and so
forth.

. 6. When you discover bogus materials, false media stories, etc., publicly disavow them and expose
the true source, insofar as you can.

HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION & VIOLENCE:

Pressure through employers, landlords, etc.. COINTELPRO documents reveal frequent overt contacts
and covert manipulation (false rumors, anonymous letters and telephone calls) to generate pressure on
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activists from their parents, landlords, employers, college administrators, church superiors, welfare
agencies, credit bureaus, licensing authorities, and the like.

Agents reportsindicate that such intervention denied Sixties' activists any number of foundation grants
and public speaking engagements. It aso cost underground newspapers most of their advertising
revenues, when major record companies were persuaded to take their business elsewhere. It may
underlie recent steps by insurance companies to cancel policies held by churches giving sanctuary to
refugees from El Salvador and Guatemala.

Burglary: Former operatives have confessed to thousands of "black bag jobs" in which FBI agents
broke into movement offices to steal, copy or destroy valuable papers, wreck equipment, or plant
drugs.

Vandalism: FBI infiltrators have admitted countless other acts of vandalism, including the fire which
destroyed the Watts Writers Workshop's multi-million dollar ghetto cultural center in 1973. Late 60s
FBI and police raids laid waste to movement offices across the country, destroying precious printing
presses, typewriters, layout equipment, research files, financial records, and mailing lists.

Other direct interference: To further disrupt opposition movements, frighten activists, and get people
upset with each other, the FBI tampered with organizational mail, so it came late or not at all. It also
resorted to bomb threats and similar "dirty tricks".

Conspicuous surveillance: The FBI and police blatantly watch activists homes, follow their cars, tap
phones, open mail and attend political events. The object is not to collect information (which is done
surreptitiously), but to harass and intimidate.

Attempted interviews. Agents have extracted damaging information from activists who don't know
they have alegal right to refuse to talk, or who think they can outsmart the FBI. COINTELPRO
directives recommend attempts at interviews throughout political movements to "enhance the paranoia
endemic in these circles" and "get the point across that there is an FBI agent behind every mailbox."

Grand juries: Unlike the FBI, the Grand Jury has legal power to make you answer its questions. Those
who refuse, and are required to accept immunity from use of their testimony against them, can be
jailed for contempt of court. (Such "use immunity" enables prosecutors to get around the constitutional
protection against self-incrimination.)

The FBI and the US Dept. of Justice have manipulated this process to turn the grand jury into an
instrument of political repression. Frustrated by jurors consistent refusal to convict activists of overtly
political crimes, they convened over 100 grand juries between 970 and 1973 and subpoenaed more
than 1000 activists from the Black, Puerto Rican, student, women's and anti-war movements.
Supposed pursuit of fugitives and "terrorists’ was the usual pretext. Many targets were so terrified that
they dropped out of political activity. Others were jailed without any criminal charge or trial, in what
amountsto a U.S. version of the political internment procedures employed in South Africaand
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Northern Ireland.

False arrest and prosecution: COINTELPRO directives cite the Philadel phia FBI's success in having
local militants "arrested on every possible charge until they could no longer make bail" and " spent
most of the summer injail." Though the bulk of the activists arrested in this manner were eventually
released, some were convicted of serious charges on the basis of perjured testimony by FBI agents, or
by co-workers who the Bureau had threatened or bribed.

The object was not only to remove experienced organizers from their communities and to divert scarce
resources into legal defense, but even more to discredit entire movements by portraying their leaders as
vicious criminals. Two victims of such frame-ups, Native American activist Leonard Peltier and 1960s
Black Panther official EImer "Geronimao" Pratt, have finally gained court hearings on new trial
motions.

Others currently struggling to re-open COINTELPRO convictions include Richard Marshall of the
American Indian Movement and jailed Black Panthers Herman Bell, Anthony Bottom, Albert
Washington (the "NY 3"), and Richard "Dhoruba’ Moore.

Intimidation: One COINTELPRO communique urged that "The Negro youths and moderates must be
made to understand that if they succumb to revolutionary teaching, they will be dead revolutionaries."

Others reported use of threats (anonymous and overt) to terrorize activists, driving some to abandon
promising projects and othersto leave the country. During raids on movement offices, the FBI and
police routinely roughed up activists and threatened further violence. In August, 1970, they forced the
entire staff of the Black Panther office in Philadelphia to march through the streets naked.

Instigation of violence: The FBI's infiltrators and anonymous notes and phone calls incited violent
rivals to attack Malcolm X, the Black Panthers, and other targets. Bureau records also reveal
maneuvers to get the Mafiato move against such activists as black comedian Dick Gregory.

A COINTELPRO memo reported that "shootings, beatings and a high degree of unrest continue to
prevail in the ghetto area of southeast San Diego...it isfelt that a substantial amount of the unrest is
directly attributable to this program.”

Covert aid to right-wing vigilantes: In the guise of a COINTELPRO against "white hate groups,” the
FBI subsidized, armed, directed and protected the Klu Klux Klan and other right-wing groups,
including a" Secret Army Organization” of California ex-Minutemen who beat up Chicano activists,
tore apart the offices of the San Diego Street Journal and the Movement for a Democratic Military, and
tried to kill a prominent anti-war organizer. Puerto Rican activists suffered similar terrorist assaults
from anti-Castro Cuban groups organized and funded by the CIA.

Defectors from aband of Chicago-based vigilantes known as the "Legion of Justice” disclosed that the
funds and arms they used to destroy book stores, film studios and other centers of opposition had
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secretly been supplied by members of the Army's 113th Military Intelligence Group.

Assassination: The FBI and police were implicated directly in murders of Black and Native American
leaders. In Chicago, police assassinated Black Panthers Fred Hampton and Mark Clark, using afloor
plan supplied by an FBI informer who apparently also had drugged Hampton's food to make him
unconscious during the raid.

FBI records show that this accomplice received a substantial bonus for his services. Despite an
elaborate cover-up, a blue-ribbon commission and aU.S Court of Appeals found the deaths to be the
result not of a shoot out, as claimed by police, but of a carefully orchestrated, Vietnam-style "search
and destroy mission”.

GUIDELINES FOR COPING WITH HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION &
VIOLENCE:

. 1. Establish security procedures appropriate to your group's level of activity and discuss them
thoroughly with everyone involved. Control access to keys, files, letterhead, funds, financial records,
mailing lists, etc. Keep duplicates of valuable documents. Safeguard address books, and do not carry
them when arrest is likely.

. 2. Careful records of break-ins, thefts, bomb threats, raids, arrests, strange phone noises (not always
taps or bugs), harassment, etc. will help you to discern patterns and to prepare reports and testimony.

. 3. Don't tak to the FBI. Don't let them in without a warrant. Tell others that they came. Have a
lawyer demand an explanation and instruct them to leave you aone.

. 4. 1f an activist does talk, or makes some other honest error, explain the harm that could result. But
do not attempt to ostracize a sincere person who dlips up. Isolation only weakens a person's ability to
resist. It can drive someone out of the movement and even into the arms of the police.

. 5. If the FBI startsto harass people in your area, alert everyone to refuse to cooperate (see box). Call
the Movement Support Network's Hotline:(212) 614-6422. Set up community meetings with speakers
who have resisted similar harassment el sewhere. Get literature, films, etc. through the organizations
listed in the back of this pamphlet. Consider "Wanted" posters with photos of the agents, or guerilla
theater which follows them through the city streets.

. 6. Make amagjor public issue of crude harassment, such as tampering with your mail. Contact your
congressperson. Call the media. Demonstrate at your local FBI office. Turn the attack into an
opportunity for explaining how covert intervention threatens fundamental human rights.

. 7.Many peoplefindit easier to tell an FBI agent to contact their lawyer than to refuse to talk. Once
alawyer isinvolved, the Bureau generally pulls back, since it haslost its power to intimidate. If
possible, make arrangements with alocal lawyer and let everyone know that agents who visit them can
be referred to that lawyer. If your group engagesin civil disobedience or findsitself under intense
police pressure, start abail fund, train some members to deal with the legal system, and develop an
ongoing relationship with a sympathetic local lawyer.

. 8. Organizations listed in the back of this pamphlet can also help resist grand jury harassment.
Community education isimportant, along with legal, financial, child care, and other support for those
who protect a movement by refusing to divulge information about it. If arespected activist is
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subpoenaed for obviously political reasons, consider trying to arrange for sanctuary in alocal church
or synagogue.

. 9. While the FBI and police are entirely capable of fabricating criminal charges, any law violations
make it easier for them to set you up. The point is not to get so up-tight and paranoid that you can't
function, but to make arealistic assessment based on your visibility and other pertinent circumstances.
« 10. Upon hearing of Fred Hampton's murder, the Black Panthersin Los Angelesfortified their
offices and organized a communications network to aert the community and news mediain the event
of araid. When the police did attempt an armed assault four days later, the Panthers were able to hold
off the attack until alarge community and media presence enabled them to leave the office without
casualties. Similar preparation can help other groups that have reason to expect right-wing or police
assaults.

. 11. Make sure your group designates and prepares other membersto step in if leaders are jailed or
otherwise incapacitated. The more each participant is able to think for herself or himself and take
responsibility, the better will be the group's capacity to cope with crises.

ORGANIZING PUBLIC OPPOSITION TO COVERT INTERVENTION

A BROAD-BASED STRATEGY: No one existing political organization or movement is strong
enough, by itself, to mobilize the public pressure required to significantly limit the ability of the FBI,
CIA and police to subvert our work. Some activists oppose covert intervention because it violates
fundamental constitutional rights. Others stress how it weakens and interferes with the work of a
particular group or movement. Still others see covert action as part of a political and economic system
which is fundamentally flawed. Our only hope isto bring these diverse forces together in asingle,
powerful alliance.

Such abroad coalition cannot hold together unless it operates with clearly-defined principles. The
coalition as awhole will have to oppose covert intervention on certain basic grounds--such as the
threat to democracy, civil liberties and social justice, leaving its members free to put forward other
objections and analyses in their own names. Participants will need to refrain from insisting that only
their views are "politically correct" and that everyone else has "sold out."

Above al, we will have to resist the government's maneuvers to divide us by moving against certain
groups, while subtly suggesting that it will go easy on the others, if only they dissociate themselves
from those under attack. This strategy is evident in the recent Executive Order and Guidelines, which
single out for infiltration and disruption people who support liberation movements and governments
that defy U.S. hegemony or who entertain the view that it may at times be necessary to break the law
in order to effectuate social change.

DIVERSE TACTICS: For maximum impact, local and national coalitions will need a multi-faceted
approach which effectively combines a diversity of tactics, including:

. |. Investigative research to stay on top of, and document, just what the FBI, CIA and police are up
to.

. 2. Public education through forums, ralies, radio and TV, literature, film, high school and college
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curricula, wall posters, guerillatheater, and whatever else provesinteresting and effective.

. 3. Legidative lobbying against administration proposals to strengthen covert work, cut back public
access to information, punish government “whistle-blowers', etc. Coalitions in some cities and states
have won legidative restrictions on surveillance and covert action. The value of such victories will
depend our ability to mobilize continuing, vigilant public pressure for effective enforcement.

« 4. Support for the victims of covert intervention can reduce somewhat the harm done by the FBI,
CIA and police. Organizing on behalf of grand jury resisters, political prisoners, and defendantsin
political trials offers a natural forum for public education about domestic covert action.

. 5. Lawsuits may win financial compensation for some of the people harmed by covert intervention.
Class action suits, which seek a court order (injunction) limiting surveillance and covert actionin a
particular city or judicial district, have proved a valuable source of information and publicity. They are
enormously expensive, however, in terms of time and energy as well as money. Out-of-court
settlements in some of these cases have given rise to bitter disputes which split coalitions apart, and
any agreement is subject to reinterpretation or modification by increasingly conservative,
administration-oriented federal judges.

The US Court of Appealsin Chicago has ruled that the consent decree against the FBI there affects
only operations based "solely on the political views of agroup or anindividual," for which the Bureau
can conjure no pretext of a"genuine concern for law enforcement.”

. 6. Direct action, in the form of citizens' arrests, mock trials, picket lines, and civil disobedience, has
recently greeted CIA recruiters on a number of college campuses. Although the main focus has been
on the Agency's international crimes, its domestic activities have also received attention. Similar
actions might be organized to protest recruitment by the FBI and police, in conjunction with teach-ins
and other education about domestic covert action. Demonstrations against Reagan's attempts to bol ster
covert intervention, or against particular FBI, CIA or police operations, could also raise public
consciousness and focus activists outrage.

PROSPECTS: Previous attempts to mobilize public opposition, especially on alocal level, indicate
that a broad coalition, employing a multi-faceted approach, may be able to impose some limits on the
government's ability to discredit and disrupt our work. It is clear, however, that we currently lack the
power to eliminate such intervention. While fighting hard to end domestic covert action, we need also
to study the forms it takes and prepare ourselves to cope with it as effectively as we can.

Aboveal, it is essential that we resist the temptation to so preoccupy ourselves with repression that we
neglect our main work. Our ability to resist the government's attacks depends ultimately on the
strength of our movements. So long as we continue to advocate and organize effectively, no manner of
intervention can stop us.

BUGS, TAPS AND INFILTRATORS: WHAT TO DO ABOUT
POLITICAL SPYING
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by Linda Lotz, American Friends Service Committee

Organizations involved in controversial issues -- particularly those who encourage or assist members
to commit civil disobedience -- should be aert to the possibility of surveillance and disruption by
police or federal agencies.

During the last three decades, many individuals and organizations were spied upon, wiretapped, their
personal lives disrupted in an effort to draw them away from their political work, and their
organizations infiltrated. Hundreds of thousands of pages of evidence from agencies such as the FBI
and CIA were obtained by Congressional inquiries headed by Senator Frank Church and
Representative Otis Pike, others were obtained through use of the Freedom of Information Act and asa
result of lawsuits seeking damages for First Amendment violations.

Despite the public outcry to these revelations, the apparatus remains in place, and federal agencies
have been given increased powers by the Reagan Administration.

Good organi zers should be acquainted with this sordid part of American history, and with the signs
that may indicate their group isthe target of an investigation.

HOWEVER, DO NOT LET PARANOIA immobilize you. The results of paranoia and overreaction to
evidence of surveillance can be just as disruptive to an organization as an actual infiltrator or
disruption campaign.

This document is a brief outline of what to look for -- and what to do if you think your group is the
subject of an investigation. Thisis meant to suggest possible actions, and is not intended to provide
legal advice.

Possible evidence of government spying

Obvious surveillance

Look for:

. Visitsby police or federal agents to politically involved individuals, landlords, employers, family
members or business associates. These visits may be to ask for information, to encourage or create
possibility of eviction or termination of employment, or to create pressure for the person to stop hisor
her political involvement.

. Uniformed or plainclothes officers taking pictures of people entering your office or participating in
your activities. Just before and during demonstrations and other public events, check the areaincluding
windows and rooftops for photographers. (Credentialling press can help to separate the media from the
spies.)

. People who seem out of place. If they come to your office or attend your events, greet them as
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potential members. Try to determineif they are really interested in your issues -- or just your
members!

. People writing down license plate numbers of cars and other vehiclesin the vicinity of your
meetings and rallies.

Despite local legidlation and several court orders limiting policy spying activities, these investigatory
practices have been generally found to be legal unless significant "chilling" of constitutional rights can
be proved.

Telephone problems

Electronic surveillance equipment is now so sophisticated that you should not be able to tell if your
telephone conversations are being monitored. Clicks, whirrs, and other noises probably indicate a
problem in the telephone line or other equipment.

For example, the National Security Agency has the technology to monitor microwave communications
traffic, and to isolate all callsto or from a particular line, or to listen for key words that activate a
recording device. Laser beams and "spike" microphones can detect sound waves hitting walls and
window panes, and then transmit those waves for recording. In these cases, there is little chance that
the subject would be able to find out about the surveillance.

Among the possible signs you may find are:

. Hearing atape recording of a conversation you, or someone elsein your home or office, have
recently held.

. Hearing people talking about your activities when you try to use the telephone.

. Losing service severa days before mgjor events.

Government use of electronic surveillance is governed by two laws, the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act and the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. Warrants for such surveillance can be
obtained if there is evidence of afedera crime, such as murder, drug trafficking, or crimes
characteristic of organized crime, or for the purpose of gathering foreign intelligence information
available within the U.S. In the latter case, an "agent of aforeign power" can be defined as a
representative of aforeign government, from afaction or opposition group, or foreign based political
groups.

Mail problems

Because of traditional difficulties with the U.S. Postal Service, some problems with mail delivery will
occur, such as a machine catching an end of an envelope and tearing it, or a bag getting lost and
delaying delivery.

However, a pattern of problems may occur because of political intelligence gathering:
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. Envelopes may have been opened prior to reaching their destination; contents were removed and/or
switched with other mail. Remember that the glue on envelopes doesn't work as well when volume or
bulk mailings are involved.

. Mail may arrive late, on aregular basis different from othersin your neighborhood.

. Mail may never arrive.

There are currently two kinds of surveillance permitted with regards to mail: the mail cover, and
opening of mail. The ssimplest, and lest intrusive form is the "mail cover" in which Postal employees
simply list any information that can be obtained from the envelope, or opening second, third or fourth
class mail. Opening of first class mail requires awarrant unlessit is believed to hold drugs or "ticks."
More leeway is given for opening first class international mail.

Burglaries

A common practice during the FBI's Counter- Intelligence Program (COINTEL PRO) was the use of
surreptitious entries or "black bag jobs." Bureau agents were given special training in burglary, key
reproduction, etc. for use in entering homes and offices. In some cases, the key could be obtained from
"loyal American" landlords or building owners.

Typical indicators are:

. Files, including membership and financia reports arerifled, copied or stolen.

. Itemsof obviousfinancial value are left untouched.

. Equipment vital to the organization may be broken or stolen, such as typewriters, printing
machinery, and computers.

. Signsof apolitical motive are left, such as putting a membership list or a poster from an important
event in an obvious place.

Although warrantless domestic security searches are in violation of the Fourth Amendment, and any
evidence obtained this way cannot be used in criminal proceedings, the Reagan Administration and
most recent Presidents (excepting Carter) have asserted the inherent authority to conduct searches
against those viewed as agents of aforeign power.

Informers and Infiltrators

Information about an organization or individual can also be obtained by placing an informer or
infiltrator. This person may be a police officer, employee of afedera agency, someone who has been
charged or convicted of criminal activity and has agreed to "help" instead of serve time, or anyone
from the public.

Once someone joins an organization for the purposes of gathering information, the line between data
gathering and participation blurs. Two types of infiltrators result -- someone who is under "deep cover"
and adapts to the lifestyle of the people they are infiltrating. These people may maintain their cover for
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many years, and an organization may never know whom these people are. Agents "provocateur” are
more visible, because they will deliberately attempt to disrupt or lead the group into illegal activities.
They often become involved just as an event or crisisis occurring, and leave town or drop out after the
organizing slows down.

An agent may:

« Volunteer for tasks which provide access to important meetings and papers such as financial
records, membership lists, minutes and confidential files.

. Not follow through or complete tasks, or else does them poorly despite an obvious ability to do good
work.

. Cause problems for a group such as committing it to activities or expenses without following proper
channels; urge a group to plan activities that divide group unity.

« Seem to create or be in the middle of personal or political difference that slow the work of the
group.

« Seek the public spotlight, in the name of your group, and then make comments or present an image
different from the rest of the group.

. Urgethe use of violence or breaking the law, and provide information and resources to enable such
ventures.

. Have no obvious source of income over a period of time, or have more money available than his or
her job should pay.

. Charge other people with being agents, (a process called snitch-jackets), thereby diverting attention
from him or herself, and draining the group's energy from other work.

THESE ARE NOT THE ONLY SIGNS, NOR ISA PERSON WHO FITS SEVERAL OF THESE
CATEGORIES NECESSARILY AN AGENT. BE EXTREMELY CAUTIONS AND DO NOT CALL
ANOTHER PERSON AN AGENT WITHOUT HAVEING SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE.

Courts have consistently found that an individual who provides information, even if it isincriminating,
to an informer has not had his or her Constitutional rights violated. This includes the use of tape
recorders or electronic transmitters as well.

Lawsuitsin Los Angeles, Chicago and elsewhere, alleging infiltration of lawful political groups have
resulted in court orders limiting the use of police informers and infiltrators. However, this does not
affect activities of federal agencies.

If you find evidence of surveillance: Hold a meeting to discuss spying and harassment

. Determineif any of your members have experienced any harassment or noticed any surveillance
activities that appear to be directed at the organization's activities. Carefully record all the details of
these and see if any patterns develop.

. Review past suspicious activities or difficultiesin your group. Has one or several people been
involved in many of these events? List other possible "evidence" of infiltration.

. Develop internal policy on how the group should respond to any possible surveillance or suspicious
actions. Decide who should be the contact person(s), what information should be recorded, what
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process to follow during any event or demonstration if disruption tactics are used.

. Consider holding a public meeting to discuss spying in your community and around the country.
Schedule a speaker or film discussing political surveillance.

. Make sure to protect important documents or computer disks, by keeping a second copy in a
separate, secret location. Use fireproof, locked cabinetsif possible.

. Implement asign-in policy for your office and/or meetings. Thisis helpful for your organizing,
developing amailing list, and can provide evidence that an infiltrator or informer was at your meeting.

Appoint a contact for spying concerns

This contact person or committee should implement the policy developed above and should be given to
authority to act, to get othersto respond should any problems occur.

The contact should:

. Seek someone familiar with surveillance history and law, such asthe local chapter of the National
Lawyers Guild, the American Civil Liberties Union, the National Conference of Black Lawyers or the
American Friends Service Committee. Brief them about your evidence and suspicions. They will be
able to make suggestions about actions to take, as well as organizing and legal contacts.

. Maintain afile of all suspected or confirmed experiences of surveillance and disruption. Include:
date, place, time, who was present, a compl ete descriptions of everything that happened, and any
comments explaining the context of the event or showing what impact the event had on the individual
or organization. If thisis put in deposition form and signed, it can be used as evidence in court.

« Under the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy act, request any files on the organization
from federal agencies such asthe FBI, CIA, Immigration and Naturalization, Bureau of Alcohal,
Tobacco and Firearms, etc. File similar requests with local and state law enforcement agencies, if your
state freedom of information act applies.

Prepare for major demonstrations and events

. Plan ahead; brief your legal workers on appropriate state and federal statutes on police and federal
official spying. Discuss whether photographing with still or video cameras is anticipated and decide if
you want to challengeit.

. If you anticipate surveillance, brief reporters who are expected to cover the event, and provide them
with materials about past surveillance by your city's police in the past, and/or against other activists
throughout the country.

. Téell the participants when surveillance is anticipated and discuss what the group's response will be.
Also, decide how to handle provocateurs, police violence, etc. and incorporate thisinto any affinity
group, marshall or other training.

During the event:

. Carefully monitor the crowd, looking for surveillance or possible disruption tactics. Photograph any
suspicious or guestionable activities.

. Approach police officer(s) seen engaging in questionable activities. Consider having alegal worker
and/or press person monitor their actions. If you suspect someone is an infiltrator:
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. Try to obtain information about his or her background: where s/he attended high school and college;
place of employment, and other pieces of history. Attempt to verify thisinformation.

« Check public records which include employment; this can include voter registration, mortgages or
other debt filings, etc.

. Check listings of police academy graduates, if available.

Once you obtain evidence that someone is an infiltrator:

. Confront him or her in a protected setting, such as a small meeting with several other key members
of your group (and an attorney if available). Present the evidence and ask for the person’s response.

. You should plan how to inform your members about the infiltration, gathering information about
what the person did while a part of the group and determining any additional impact s’lhe may have
had.

« You should consider contacting the press with evidence of the infiltration.

If you can only gather circumstantial evidence, but are concerned that the person is disrupting the
group:

. Hold astrategy session with key leadership as to how to handle the troublesome person.

. Confront the troublemaker, and lay out why the person is disrupting the organization. Set guidelines
for further involvement and carefully monitor the person's activities. If the problems continue, consider
asking the person to leave the organization.

. If sufficient evidence is then gathered which indicates she is an infiltrator, confront the person with
the information in front of witnesses and carefully watch reactions.

Request an investigation or make aformal complaint

 Report telephone difficulties to your local and long distance carriers. Ask for a check on the linesto
assure that the equipment is working properly. Ask them to do a sweep/check to seeif any wiretap
eguipment is attached (Sometimes repair staff can be very helpful in thisway.) If you can afford it,
request a sweep of your phone and office or home form a private security firm. Remember this will
only be good at the time that the sweep is done.

. Fileaformal complaint with the U.S. Postal Service, specifying the problems you have been
experiencing, specific dates, and other details. If mail has failed to arrive, ask the Post Office to trace
the envelope or package.

. Request aformal inquiry by the police, if you have been the subject of surveillance or infiltration.
Describe any offending actions by police officers and ask avariety of questions. If an activity was
photographed, ask what will be done with the pictures. Set atime when you expect areply from the
police chief. Inform members of the City Council and the press of your request.

. If you are not pleased with the results of the police chief's reply, file a complaint with the Police
Board or other administrative body. Demand afull investigation. Work with investigators to insure that
all witnesses are contacted. Monitor the investigation and respond publicly to the conclusions. Initiate
alawsuit if applicable federal or local statues have been violated.

Before embarking on a lawsuit, remember that most suits take many years to complete and require
tremendous amounts of organizers and legal workers energy and money.
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Always notify the press when you have a good story

Keep interested reporters updated on any new developments. They may be aware of other police
abuses, or be able to obtain further evidence of police practices.

Press coverage of spying activitiesis very important, because publicity conscious politicians and
police chiefs will be held accountable for questionable practices.

Prepared by: Linda Lotz American Friends Service Committee 980 North Fair Oaks Avenue Pasadena,
CA 91103

TIP SHEET for Staff Organizers

Common Sense Security
by Sheila O'Donnell

As the movements for social change become more sophisticated, the techniques of the state,
corporations and the right wing have also become more sophisticated. Historically this has always been
the case; caution in the face of the concerted effort to stop us, however, is both prudent and necessary.

Here are some useful suggestions:

. If you wish to have a private conversation, leave your home and your office and go outside and take
awalk or go somewhere public and notice who is near you. Never say anything you don't want to hear
repeated when there is any possibility of being recorded.

. Never leave one copy of adocument or list behind; take a minute to duplicate an irreplaceable
document and keep the duplicate in a safe place. Back up and store important computer disks off-site.
Sensitive data and membership list should be kept under lock and key.

. Keep your mailing lists, donor lists and personal phone books away from light-fingered people.
Always maintain a duplicate.

. Know your printer if you are about to publish.

. Know your mailing house.

. Know anyone you are trusting to work on any part of a project that is sensitive.

. Don't hire astranger as a messenger.

. Sweeps for electronic surveillance are only effective for the time they are being done, and are only
effective as they are being done if you are sure of the person(s) doing the sweep.

. Don't use code on the phone. If you are being tapped and the transcript is used against you in court,
the coded conversation can be alleged to be anything. Don't say anything on the phone you don't want
to hear in open court.

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/cointelpro-methods.html (24 of 26) [10/13/2002 11:26:35 AM]



COINTELPRO

. Don't gossip on the phone. Smut is valuable to anyone listening; it makes everyone vulnerable.

. If you are being followed, get the tag number and description of the car and peoplein the car.
Photograph the person(s) following you or have afriend do so.

. If you arefollowed or feel vulnerable, call afriend; don't "tough it out" aone. They aretrying to
frighten you. It is frightening to have someone threatening your freedom.

. Debrief yourself after each incident. Write details down: time, date, occasion, incident,
characteristics of the person(s), impressions, anything odd about the situation. Keep a"weirdo" file and
keep notes from unsettling situations and see if a pattern emerges.

. Writefor your file under the FOIA and pursue the agencies until they give you all the documents
filed under your name.

. Brief your membership on known or suspected surveillance.

« Report thefts of materials from your office or home to th e police asa criminal act.

« Assess your undertaking from a security point of view; understand your vulnerabilities; assess your
allies and your adversaries as objectively as possible; do not underestimate the opposition. Do not take
chances.

. Recognize your organizational and personal strengths and weaknesses.,

. Discussincidents with cohorts, family and membership. Call the pressif you have hard information
about surveillance or harassment. Discussion makes the dirty work of the intelligence agencies and
private spies overt.

VISITS FROM THE FBI

. Don't talk to the FBI ( or any government investigator) without your attorney present. Information
gleaned during the visit can be used against you and your co-workers. Get the names and addresses of
the agents and tell them you will have your attorney get in touch with them. They rarely set up an
interview under t hose circumstances.

. Don't invite them into your home. Speak with the agents outside. Once inside they glean information
about your perspective and life style.

. Don't let them threaten you into talking. If the FBI intents to empanel agrand jury, a private talk
with you will not change the strategy of the FBI.

. Lyingtothe FBI isacrimina act. Any information you give the FBI can and will be used against
you.

. Don't let them intimidate you. So what if they know where you live or work and what your do? This
is still ademocracy and we still have Constitutional rights. They intend to frighten you; don't let them.
They can only "neutralize" you if you let them.

. Remember. The United States prides itself in being a democracy; we have Constitutional rights.
Dissatisfaction with the status quo and attempting to mobilize for change is protected; surveillance and
harassment are violations. Speak out.

Back To COINTEL PRO.

Back To The Den: Politics.
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Back To The Top.

Mail to: Michagel Rivero
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The Smearing of Jean Seberg

Thisis another example of the tactics used by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to stifle legitimate dissent
in Hollywood. Following my going public about the inconsistancies | found in the Vincent Foster affair, |
was subjected to similar treatment.

Jean Seberg, awell known actress in the 60s, became pregnant and the FBI sent out |etters to the gossip
columnists identifying the baby's father as a Black Panther, in order to cheapen Seberg's image.

The scans below are of the official FBI letter from Los Angeles to Washington D.C. asking permission for
the scam.
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Click for full size picture of page two of the letter requesting permission for the
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smearing of Jean Seberg.

The text of the letter.

"Bureau perm ssion is requested to publicize the pregnancy of Jean
Seberg, well-known novie actress by (nanme del eted) Bl ack Pant her (BPP)
(del eted) by advising Hol |l ywood " Gossi p-Columists” in the Los Angel es
area of the situation. It is felt that the possible publication of
Seberg's plight could cause her enbarrassnent and serve to cheapen her
i mge with the general public.

“ "It is proposed that the following letter froma fictitious person
be sent to | ocal columnists:

"I was just thinking about you and renmenbered | still owe you a favor.
So ---- | was in Paris |last week and ran into Jean Seberg, who was
heavy wi th baby. | thought she and Rommi ne [sic] had gotten together
again, but she confided the child belonged to (deleted) of the Bl ack
Pant hers, one (deleted). The dear girl is getting around!

" Anyway, | thought you m ght get a scoop on the others. Be good and
'l see you soon.

' Love,
" '"Sol .,

"Usual precautions would be taken by the Los Angeles Division to
preclude identification of the Bureau as the source of the letter if
approval is granted."”

The results of the letter.

Permission was granted, but with the suggestion that the smear be delayed until Jean Seberg's pregnancy was
in avery obvious condition.
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The story was then run by Los Angeles Times propagandist Joyce Haber.
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Click for full size picture of the Haber Article that launched the smear.

The story was picked up by Newsweek and the international press. The shock of the story was so severe that
Jean Seberg suffered a miscarriage. The funeral for the child was held with an open casket, so that thelie
stood revealed in it's most tragic form. Jean Seberg, her baby dead and her career shattered by this outright
lie, attempted suicide severa times, finally succeeding in a French Hotel.
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sent to FBI files..

(The name which was redacted from the memo during the FOIA process is thought by many to have been
Raymond Hewit, a Black Panther leader. His "outright lie" was far more direct. The FBI typed up aletter on
official FBI stationary identifying Hewit as an informant and planted it where other Black Panthers would
find it in the hopes that Hewit would then be killed.)

Following Seberg's death, the Los Angeles Times, the key instrument of her torment, issued a statement by
the FBI.

"The days when the FBI used derogatory information to conbat advocates
of unpopul ar causes have | ong since passed. W are out of that
busi ness forever."

The Senate committee that looked into COINTEL PRO disagreed, however.

“Cointel pro activities may continue today under the rubric of
"investigation.'

(From my own experiences in Hollywood following my interest in the Vincent Foster murder, | can attest
that the Senate committee has afar more accurate grasp of reality.)

Back To The Top.

Back To The Political Page.

Back To The Political Page.

Mail to: What Really Happened
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Revisited - Spying & Disruption

Ref use and Resi st!

Cointelpro Revisited -
Spying & Di sruption

By Brian dick
aut hor of War at Honme, South End Press

A Hi story To Learn From
What Was Coi nt el pro?

"CO NTELPRO' was the FBI's secret programto underni ne the popul ar
upsurge which swept the country during the 1960s. Though the nane
stands for "Counterintelligence Program" the targets were not eneny
spies. The FBI set out to elimnate "radical" political opposition
inside the US. Wen traditional nodes of repression (exposure, blatant
harassnment, and prosecution for political crines) failed to counter
the growi ng i nsurgency, and even helped to fuel it, the Bureau took
the law into its own hands and secretly used fraud and force to

sabot age constitutionally-protected political activity. Its nethods
ranged far beyond surveillance, and anounted to a donestic version of
the covert action for which the Cl A has becone infanous throughout the
wor | d.

How Do W Know About [t?

CO NTELPRO was di scovered in March, 1971, when secret files were
renmoved froman FBI office and rel eased to news nedia. Freedom of

I nformati on requests, lawsuits, and fornmer agents' public confessions
deepened the exposure until a major scandal |ooned. To control the
damage and re-establish governnent legitimcy in the wake of Vietnam
and Watergate, Congress and the courts conpelled the FBI to reveal
part of what it had done and to promse it would not do it again .

How Did It Wrk?
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The FBI secretly instructed its field offices to propose schenes to
“m sdirect, discredit, disrupt and otherwi se neutralize "specific

i ndi vidual s and groups. Cl ose coordination with | ocal police and
prosecut ors was encouraged. Final authority rested with top FBI
officials in Washi ngton, who demanded assurance that "there is no
possibility of enbarrassnment to the Bureau." Mre than 2000 i ndi vi dual
actions were officially approved. The docunents reveal three types of
nmet hods:

1. Infiltration: Agents and infornmers did not nerely spy on political
activists. Their main function was to discredit and disrupt. Various
nmeans to this end are anal yzed bel ow.

2. Oher forns of deception: The FBI and police al so waged
psychol ogi cal warfare fromthe outside -- through bogus publications,
forged correspondence, anonynous |letters and tel ephone calls, and
simlar forns of deceit.

3. Harassnent, intimdation and violence: Eviction, job |oss,
break-ins, vandalism grand jury subpoenas, false arrests, frane-ups,
and physical violence were threatened, instigated or directly

enpl oyed, in an effort to frighten activists and disrupt their
novenents. Governnent agents either conceal ed their involvenent or
fabricated a | egal pretext. In the case of the Black and Native

Ameri can novenents, these assaults -- including outright political
assassi nations -- were so extensive and vicious that they anounted to
terrorismon the part of the governnent.

Who Were The Main Targets?

The nobst intense operations were directed agai nst the Bl ack novenent,
particularly the Black Panther Party. This resulted from FBI and
police racism the Black community's lack of material resources for
fighting back, and the tendency of the nedia -- and whites in general
-- to ignore or tolerate attacks on Black groups. It also reflected
gover nnment and corporate fear of the Black novenent because of its
mlitance, its broad donestic base and international support, and its
historic role in galvanizing the entire Sixties' upsurge. Many ot her
activists who organi zed against US intervention abroad or for racial,
gender or class justice at hone al so cane under covert attack. The
targets were in no way limted to those who used physical force or
took up arns. Martin Luther King, David Dellinger, Phillip Berrigan
and ot her | eading pacifists were high on the list, as were projects
directly protected by the Bill of R ghts, such as alternative
newspapers.

The Bl ack Pant hers cane under attack at a tine when their work
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featured free food and health care and conmunity control of schools
and police, and when they carried guns only for deterrent and synbolic
purposes. It was the terrorismof the FBI and police that eventually
provoked the Panthers to retaliate wwth the arned actions that |ater
were cited to justify their repression.

Utimitely the FBI disclosed six official counterintelligence
prograns:

Communi st Party-USA (1956-71); "G oups Seeking |Independence for Puerto
Ri co" (1960-71); Socialist Wrkers Party (1961-71); "Wite Hate

G oups” (1964-71); "Black Nationalist Hate G oups" (1967-71); and " New
Left" (1968- 71). The latter operations hit anti-war, student, and
fem ni st groups. The "Black Nationalist" caption actually enconpassed
Martin Luther King and nost of the civil rights and Bl ack Power
nmovenents. The "white hate" program functioned mainly as a cover for
covert aid to the KKK and simlar right-wing vigilantes, who were

gi ven funds and information, so long as they confined their attacks to
CO NTELPRO targets. FBI docunents al so reveal covert action agai nst
Nati ve Anmerican, Chicano, Phillipine, Arab-Anmerican, and ot her
activists, apparently without formal Counterintelligence prograns.

What Effect Did It Have?

CO NTELPRO s inpact is difficult to fully assess since we do not know
the entire scope of what was done (especially against such pivotal
targets as Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, SNCC and SDS), and we have
no generally accepted analysis of the Sixties. It is clear, however,

t hat :

- CO NTELPRO di storted the public's view of radical groups in a way
that helped to isolate themand to legitim ze open political
repression.

- It reinforced and exacerbated the weaknesses of these groups, naking
it very difficult for the inexperienced activists of the Sixties to
learn fromtheir mstakes and build solid, durable organizations.

- Its violent assaults and covert manipul ati on eventual ly hel ped to
push sone of the nost committed and experienced groups to wthdraw
fromgrass-roots organizing and to substitute arned actions which

i sol ated them and deprived the novenent of nuch of its | eadership.

- CO NTELPRO often convinced its victins to blanme thensel ves and each
other for the problens it created, |eaving a | egacy of cynicism and
despair that persists today.

- By operating covertly, the FBI and police were able to severely
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weaken donestic political opposition wthout shaking the conviction of
nost US people that they live in a denocracy, with free speech and the
rule of |aw

For nore information on FBI CO NTELPRO operations, see:

Ward Churchill and Ji m Vander Wall, Agents of Repression: The FBlI's
Secret Wars Agai nst the Black Panther Party and the Anerican |ndian

Movenent , 1990, South End Press, Boston
Eds. Jim Fl etcher, Tanaquil Jones, & Sylvere Lotringer, Still Bl ack,
Still Strong: Survivors of the War Agai nst Bl ack Revol utionari es,

1993, Sem otext(e), New York

Brian Gick, War At Honme: Covert Action Against U S. Activists and
What W Can Do About It, 1989, South End Press, Boston

Repr oduced from

ANTI FA | NFO- BULLETI N ( AFI B)

750 La Playa # 730

San Francisco, California 94121
E-Mai |l : tburghardt @gc. apc. org

On PeaceNet visit ANTIFA I NFO- BULLETIN on pol.right.antifa
or
gopher://gopher.igc. apc.org: 7021/ 11/ eur ope

On PeaceNet visit BACORR s conference.
For subscription information e-nmail Wndi Jones, w ones@gc.org

AFI B & BACORR text files can also be found on the follow ng sites:

ARM THE SPIRIT
gopher://locust.cic.net:70/11/politics/Arm The. Spirit/BACORR
ftp://ftp.etext.org/ pub/politics/Arm The. Spirit/BACORR
ftp://ftp.etext.org/ pub/politics/Arm The. Spirit/Antifal/Antifa.lnfo-Bul
letin

| NSTI TUTE FOR ALTERNATI VE JOURNALI SM (Al t er Net)
http://ww. al ternet. org/ an/ demnor ks/ ht m
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US Domestic Covert Operations

US Donestic Covert Operations

From the Archive: WAR AT HOVE

Har assnment Thr ough
Psychol ogi cal Warfare

While boring fromw thin, the FBI and police also attack dissident novenents
fromthe outside. They openly nount propaganda canpai gns through public
addresses, news rel eases, books, panmphlets, magazine articles, radio, and
tel evision. They al so use covert deception and mani pul ati on. Docunent ed
tactics of this kind include:

Fal se Media Stories: CO NTELPRO docunents expose frequent collusion between
news nedi a personnel and the FBI to publish false and distorted material at
the Bureau's behest. The FBI routinely | eaked derogatory information to its
coll aborators in the news nedia. It also created newspaper and nagazi ne
articles and tel evision "docunentaries" which the nedia know ngly or

unknowi ngly carried as their own. Copies were sent anonynously or under
bogus letterhead to activists' financial backers, enployers, business
associ ates, fam lies, neighbors, church officials, school admnistrators,

| andl ords, and whonever el se m ght cause themtrouble.

One FBI nedia fabrication clainmed that Jean Seberg, a white filmstar active
I n anti-raci st causes, was pregnant by a prom nent Bl ack | eader. The Bureau
| eaked the story anonynously to columist Joyce Haber and also had it passed
to her by a "friendly" source in the Los Angeles Tines editorial staff. The
item appeared without attribution in Haber's nationally syndicated col um of
May 19, 1970. Seberg's husband has sued the FBI as responsible for her
resulting stillbirth, nervous breakdown, and sui ci de.

Bogus Leafl ets, Panmphlets, and O her Publications: CO NTELPRO docunents show
that the FBI routinely put out phony |leaflets, posters, panphlets,
newspapers, and other publications in the nanme of novenent groups. The
purpose was to discredit the groups and turn them agai nst one anot her.
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FBI cartoon |eaflets were used to divide and disrupt the main national
anti-war coalition of the late 1960s. Simlar fliers were circulated in 1968
and 1969 in the nane of the Black Panthers and the United Sl aves (US), a
rival Black nationalist group based in Southern California. The phony

Pant her/US | eafl ets, together with other covert operations, were credited
with subverting a fragile truce between the two groups and igniting an

expl osi on of internecine violence that left four Panthers dead, nmany nore
wounded, and a once-flourishing regional Black novenent deci nated.

Anot her maj or CO NTELPRO operation involved a children's col ori ng book which
the Bl ack Panther Party had rejected as anti-white and gratuitously violent.
The FBI revised the coloring book to make it even nore offensive. Its field
of fices then distributed thousands of copies anonynously or under phony
organi zational |etterheads. Many backers of the Party's program of free
breakfasts for children withdrew their support after the FBI conned them
into believing that the bogus col ori ng book was being used in the program

Forged Correspondence: Forner enployees have confirned that the FBlI has the
capacity to produce state-of-the-art forgery. This capacity was used under
CO NTELPRO to create snitch jackets and bogus comruni cati ons t hat
exacerbated di fferences anong activists and disrupted their work.

One such forgery intimdated civil rights worker Mihammed Kenyatta (Donal d
Jackson), causing himto abandon prom sing projects in Jackson, M ssissippi.
Kenyatta had foundation grants to form Bl ack econom ¢ cooperatives and open
a "Black and Proud School" for dropouts. He was al so a student organi zer at
near by Tougal oo College. In the winter of 1969, after an extended canpai gn
of FBI and police harassnent, Kenyatta received a letter, purportedly from
t he Tougal oo Col | ege Defense Committee, which "directed" that he cease his
political activities imediately. If he did not "heed our diplomatic and

wel | -t hought -out warning," the commttee woul d consi der taking neasures
"whi ch woul d have a nore direct effect and which would not be as cordial as
this note." Kenyatta and his wife left. Only years later did they learn it
was not Tougal oo students, but FBI covert operators who had driven them out.

Later in 1969, FBlI agents fabricated a letter to the nainly white organizers
of a proposed Washington, D.C. anti-war rally demandi ng that they pay the

| ocal Black community a $20,000 "security bond." This attenpted extortion
was conposed in the name of the local Black United Front (BUF) and signed
with the forged signature of its |leader. FBI informers inside the BUF then
tried to get the group to back such a demand, and Bureau contacts in the
medi a made sure the story received w de publicity.

The Senate Intelligence Committee uncovered a series of FBI letters sent to

top Pant her |eaders throughout 1970 in the name of Connie Mthews, an

i nternedi ary between the Bl ack Panther Party's national office and Pant her

| eader Eldridge Cleaver, in exile in Algeria. These exquisite forgeries were
prepared on pilfered stationery in Panther vernacul ar expertly sinul ated by
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the FBI's Washington, D.C. |aboratory. Each was forwarded to an FBI Legal
Attache at a U S. Enbassy in a foreign country that Mathews was due to
travel through and then posted at just the right tinme "in such a nmanner that
it cannot be traced to the Bureau." The FBI enhanced the eerie authenticity
of these fabrications by lacing themw th esoteric personal tidbits culled
fromelectronic surveillance of Panther hones and offices. Conbined with

ot her forgeries, anonynous |letters and phone calls, and the covert

i ntervention of FBI and police infiltrators, the Mathews correspondence
succeeded in inflamng intra-party mstrust and rivalry until it erupted
into the bitter public split that shattered the organization in the w nter
of 1971.

Anonynous Letters and Tel ephone Calls: During the 1960s, activists received
a steady flow of anonynous |etters and phone calls which turn out to have
been fromthe FBI. Sone were unsigned, while others bore bogus nanes or
purported to come fromunidentified activists in phony or actua

or gani zat i ons.

Many of these bogus communi cations pronoted racial divisions and fears,
often by exploiting and exacerbating tensions between Jew sh and Bl ack
activists. One such FBI-concocted letter went to SDS nenbers who had j oi ned
Bl ack students protesting New York University's discharge of a Black teacher
In 1969. The supposed aut hor, an unnaned "SDS nenber," urged whites to break
ranks and abandon the Bl ack students because of alleged anti-Semtic slurs
by the fired teacher and his supporters.

O her anonynous letters and phone calls fal sely accused novenent | eaders of
col l aboration with the authorities, corruption, or sexual affairs with other
activists' mates. The letter on the next page was used to provoke "a lasting
di strust” between a Black civil rights | eader and his wife. Its FBI authors
hoped that his "concern over what to do about it" would "detract fromhis
time spent in the plots and plans of his organization.” As in the Seberg

I ncident, inter-racial sex was a persistent theme. The husband of one white
woman active in civil rights and anti-war work filed for divorce soon after
receiving the FBI-authored | etter reproduced on page 50.

Still other anonynous FBI communications were designed to intimdate

di ssidents, disrupt coalitions, and provoke violence. Calls to Stokely

Carm chael 's nother warning of a fictitious Bl ack Panther nurder plot drove
himto | eave the country in Septenber 1968. Simlar anonynous FBI tel ephone
threats to SNCC | eader Janes Forman were instrunental in thwarting efforts
to bring the two groups together.

The Chicago FBI made effective use of anonynous |letters to sabotage the

Pant hers efforts to build alliances with previously apolitical Black street
gangs. The nobst extensive of these operations involved the Black P. Stone
Nation, or "Bl ackstone Rangers," a powerful confederation of severa

t housand | ocal Black youth. Early in 1969, as FBI and police infiltrators in
t he Rangers spread runors of an inpendi ng Panther attack, the Bureau sent

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/covert_cit.html (3 of 18) [10/13/2002 11:26:40 AM]



COINTELPRO

Ranger chief Jeff Fort an incendiary note signed "a black brother you don't
know." Fort's supposed friend warned that "The brothers that run the

Pant hers bl ane you for blocking their thing and there's supposed to be a hit
out for you." Another FBI-concocted anonynous "black man" then inforned

Chi cago Pant her | eader Fred Hanpton of a Ranger plot "to get you out of the
way." These fabrications squel ched prom sing tal ks between the two groups
and enabl ed Chi cago Pant her security chief WIlliam O Neal, an FBI-paid
provocateur, to instigate a series of arned confrontations fromwhich the
Pant hers barely nmanaged to escape w thout serious casualties.

Pressure Through Enpl oyers, Landlords, and Ot hers: FBI records reveal
repeat ed maneuvers to generate pressure on dissidents fromtheir parents,
chil dren, spouses, |andlords, enployers, college adm nistrators, church
superiors, welfare agencies, credit bureaus, and the |ike. Anonynous letters
and tel ephone calls were often used to this end. Confidential official
conmuni cati ons were effective in bringing to bear the Bureau' s i mense power
and authority.

Agents' reports indicate that such FBI intervention denied Martin Luther
King, Jr., and other 1960s activists any nunber of foundation grants and
publ i c speaki ng engagenents. It also deprived alternative newspapers of
their printers, suppliers, and distributors and cost them cruci al
advertising revenues when major record conpani es were persuaded to take
their business el sewhere. Simlar governnment mani pul ati on may underlie steps
recently taken by sone insurance conpanies to cancel policies held by
churches giving sanctuary to refugees from El Sal vador and Guat enal a.

Tanpering Wth Mail and Tel ephone Service: The FBI and CI A routinely used
mai | covers (the recording of names and addresses) and el ectronic
surveillance in order to spy on 1960s novenents. The Cl A alone admtted to
phot ographi ng the outside of 2.7 mllion pieces of first-class mail during
the 1960s and to openi ng al nost 215, 000. Governnent agencies al so tanpered
with mail, altering, delaying, or "disappearing"” it. Activists were quick to
bl ame one another, and infiltrators easily exploited the situation to
exacerbate their tensions.

Di ssidents' tel ephone comruni cations often were simlarly obstructed. The
SDS Regional O fice in Washington, D.C., for instance, nysteriously lost its
phone service the week preceding virtually every national anti-war
denonstration in the late 1960s.

Disinformation to Prevent or Disrupt Mvenent Meetings and Activities: A
favorite CO NTELPRO tactic uncovered by Senate investigators was to
advertise a non-existent political event, or to m sinform people of the tine
and place of an actual one. They reported a variety of disruptive FBI "dirty
tricks" designed to cast blanme on the organizers of novenent events.

In one "disinformation" case, the [FBI's] Chicago Field Ofice duplicated
bl ank forns prepared by the National Mobilization Comrittee to End the War
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in Vietnam ("NMC') soliciting housing for denonstrators at the Denocratic
Nat i onal Convention. Chicago filled out 217 of these forns with fictitious
names and addresses and sent themto the NMC, which provided themto
denonstrators who rmade "l ong and usel ess journeys to |ocate these
addresses." The NMC then decided to discard all replies received on the
housi ng fornms rather than have out-of-town denonstrators try to |ocate
nonexi stent addresses. (The sanme programwas carried out when the WAshi ngton
Mobi lization Commttee distributed housing forns for denonstrators comng to
Washi ngton for the 1969 Presidential inaugural cerenonies.)

I n anot her case, during the denobnstrations acconpanyi ng i nauguration
cerenoni es, the Washington Field Ofice discovered that NMC marshal s were
usi ng wal ki e-tal kies to coordinate their novenents and activities. WO used
the sane citizen band to supply the marshals with m sinformation and,
pretending to be an NMC unit, countermanded NMC orders.

In a third case, a [Bureau] Mdwest field office disrupted arrangenents for
state university students to attend the 1969 i naugural denonstrations by
maki ng a series of anonynous tel ephone calls to the transportati on conpany.
The calls were designed to confuse both the transportati on conpany and the
SDS | eaders as to the cost of transportation and the tinme and place for

| eaving and returning. This office also placed confusing |leaflets around the
canmpus to show different tines and places for denonstration-planni ng
neetings, as well as conflicting tines and dates for traveling to
Washi ngt on.

** End of text from cdp: pn. publiceye **

PROPAGANDA | N THEORY AND PRACTI CE

How Does It Wrk?

"If you give a man the correct information for seven years,
he may believe the incorrect information on the first day of the
ei ghth year when it is necessary, fromyour point of view, that he should do
so.
Your first job is to build the credibility and authenticity of your
pr opaganda,
and persuade the eneny to trust you although you are his eneny."

(A Psychol ogi cal Warfare Casebook,
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1958, at page 38.)
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Most peopl e associ ate propaganda with advertising, with partisan opinion
heard on tal k shows, or with a zeal ous Sunday norni ng radi o preacher.

I ndeed, all of these are forns of propaganda, but for the nost part they are
the | east harnful kind because the audi ence recogni zes them as such.

The advertiser, for exanple, clearly wants to sell sonething, and is trying
to keep a particular product or service on the mnds of the audience or to
make it nore appealing to potential consuners. Political comentary is
nearly always recogni zed as such, and while it is intended to persuade its
audience, it is far nore useful as a neans to informor inspire those
already in agreenent wth the speaker. And audi ences |ikew se recogni ze t hat
religious progranmng is intended as nuch to notivate followers to take a
particul ar course of action (such as donating noney) as it is to change the
spiritual orientation of non-believers. Thus, they are convinced to enbrace
the i deas of the speakers or to follow their instructions only if they are
already inclined to do so.

But there are other types of comunication that are far nore intrusive --
preci sely because audi ences tend not to recogni ze them as propaganda.

One exanple mght be false or inconplete news reporting, presented as truth
or objective fact. Reports that war has broken out nearby or that a

hi ghl y- cont agi ous and deadly di sease is spreadi ng anong the | ocal popul ation
woul d certainly produce a nore i nmedi ate reaction anong | arge nunbers of
peopl e than would a comercial for a "new and better" |aundry soap or a
preacher s plea for noney to keep hinself on the air.

Anot her way in which propaganda can turn around an unw |l ling audience is

t hrough the process of repetition. At the end of World War 11, for exanple,
the people of the United States were not inclined to worry very nuch about
an invasion by the Soviet Union. After all, the Russians had been Anerica s

allies during the war. But as the country | aunched the nbost massive arns
build- up in the history of the world, the Soviet "threat" was stressed
again and again -- by governnment operatives and mlitary |eaders, who were
soon joined by vast nunbers of private organi zations, political
commentators, intellectuals, entertainers, and, of course, the news nedi a.

Though the nessages nay have differed fromone another -- and probably even
nore so because they did -- the sheer volune of these warnings and the
diversity of the sources involved served to confirmin people s mnds the
reality of the threat. Slogans like "the iron curtain"” hel ped audi ences to
visualize the "danger." And by the 1950s, bonb shelters and air raid drills
wer e added to the psychol ogi cal arsenal -- orchestrated not so nuch to
protect the country as to bring about active participation and thus to raise
the | evel of hysteria.

The resulting climate of fear justified rapid expansion of mlitary research
and arns stockpiling, as well as active conbat in far-away places |ike
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Korea. Indeed, it was not until people actually saw the brutality of battle
on their television screens during the Vietnamconflict that the notion of a
"def ensive" war on the far side of the gl obe began to be questioned. So
profound, in fact, was the inpact of propaganda in the anti-comunist era
that even after the collapse of the USSR, a | arge part of the popul ation

still wants to believe that Anerica "survived" a great crisis.

| ndeed, as can be seen fromthe cold war generally -- and from such
incidents as the Cuban mssile crisis -- intensive, |ong-term propaganda
tends to be self-fulfilling. Like the arns race that acconpanied it, the

anti-Sovi et mani a hel ped hostilities to flourish and nmultiply.

And whil e the propaganda of the anti-conmuni st era was designed to
facilitate the devel opnent of a global US mlitary presence, other types of
propaganda are directed nore toward social behavior or group loyalties. This
was the case in |ater years of the cold war, when the ideol ogical

battl eground shifted from Europe to the devel oping or "non-aligned" world.

Covert Qperations

Harry Rositzke, a retired chief at the Central Intelligence Agency,
described the situation is a 1977 book called The ClA s Secret Qperations:
Espi onage, Counterespi onage, and Covert Action: "During the fifties these
covertly sponsored activities sounded many of the thenes that perneated
American official and unofficial propaganda. Politics was reduced to a

si npl e bl ack-and-white formula of East or West, slavery or freedom..
[para.] In the late fifties, and during the sixties, as the Anerican
propaganda effort shifted to the third world, this sinple general |ine had
to be tenpered for the new noncapitalist audiences.... [para.] Covert
propaganda operations in the third world were, in effect, a fight for the
nedia... Foreign editors and columists were recruited, newspapers and
magazi nes subsi di zed, press services supported. Propagandi sts ranged from
paid agents to friendly collaborators, fromliberal and sociali st
anti-Comunists to sinple right-wi ngers. Facts, thenes, editorial outlines,
nodel essays were sent out to third world stations to be reworked for | ocal
consunption. Hot stories pere published in friendly outlets and repl ayed
around the globe..." (The CIA s Secret Qperations: Espionage,
Count er espi onage, and Covert Action by Harry Rositzke, 1988 edition,

West vi ew Press, Boul der, Col orado, at page 162.)

The enornous cost of a |large-scale foreign propaganda offensive --
establishing contacts, recruiting agents, underwiting news operations,
establishing front groups, |aundering funds, devel opi ng nessages and thenes,
concealing the reality of foreign involvenent, and at the sane tinme naking
certain that the "proper ideas" were aired conspicuously in a style
appropriate to the | ocal peoples -- can only be justified on the grounds
that certain attitudes could be planted which otherwi se woul d never have
been favored by the targets. In other words, the audience is lulled into
bel i eving sonething -- or doing sonething or supporting sonething -- that
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ot herwi se woul d have been rejected as being against group self-interest.

The fact that the audience is carefully and systematically led to a
particul ar set of beliefs is especially dangerous because the source of the
| deol ogy -- and the notives of the sponsor -- are not known to the

reci pients of the nessages. In fact, use of |ocal collaborators, clandestine
financi ng of indigenous news operations, and the like, only confirns that

t he propaganda has to be falsely-attributed in order to be credible. The
nmessage, in other words, is nade believable by the fact that it appears to
cone fromw thin the target population itself. This is what is known as
"covert" or "subversive" propaganda and "bl ack operations.” And it is
general ly acknowl edged that nuch of what is conveyed through such canpai gns
consists of false information.

As Rositzke notes in his nenoir, " Black operations ... are designed to be
attributed to the other side and nust be carried out by a secret agency in
order to hide the actual source of the propaganda. A black radi o purportedly

broadcasting from Central Asia or a forged docunent purportedly com ng out
of the classified files of a Soviet enbassy requires expertise, secret
funds, and anonynous participants.” (Rositzke, op. cit., at page 163.)

Propaganda of this nature, especially if carried out over a |l ong period of
time and with the intent to achieve specific social or political changes, is
usual |y part of a |larger conquest called "political warfare" -- and is

al nost sure to be acconpani ed by di plomatic pressures agai nst national

| eaders, economc actions (e.g., foreign economc or mlitary aid), cultura
i ntervention, and surveillance. As such, it can have a profound or even
devastati ng i npact on the target peopl es.

Skillful propaganda is capable also of manipulating its audience at the
enotional |evel. Psychol ogical studies done in the United States two decades
ago proved the disastrous inpact of wi despread racismon children of African
descent. Black children in one test all believed a doll wth Iight skin to
be nore desirable than one with darker skin -- a neasure of the "self-
hatred" instilled by social attitudes so prevalent as to be taken for
granted. In nmuch the sanme way, protestant mssionaries fromthe U S. have

| ong pronoted various forns of "biblical capitalism which instill in
followers the belief that the "good" are rewarded by God with nateri al

"bl essings,” and that poverty confirns the noral inadequacy of an

I ndi vidual, a group, or a class of people.

In fact, sone years ago the practice of "church trading"” in Liberia becane
the topic of nedia coverage. At that tinme, numerous m nor protestant sects
and "biblical" institutes were actively trying to attract "affiliates” in

Li beri a because they knew that a m ssion overseas would increase financial
contributions at home. So Liberian congregations were offered such

I ncentives as a new roof for a church building, for exanple, or a bus as an
i ncentive to adopt the nanme and doctrine of the conpeting Anmerican religious
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organi zations (nearly always white). And when prom ses went unfulfilled, as
was often the case, the Liberian sects would be forced to turn to ot her
sponsors who woul d, once the new rel ationship was cenented, dispatch
instructors to indoctrinate themin their new found "theol ogy."

This not only created confusion and obscured the religious identity of the
subj ects, but, nore inportantly, led the Liberians to accept w thout
reservation their absol ute dependence on the sponsoring churches and to
affirmtheir own collective inferiority. It is hardly surprising, given this
history of "spiritual abuse," that charges have been repeatedly nade of Cl A
backi ng for proselytizing anong Catholic, Islamc, and traditional

soci eti es.

As the case of the Anerican "m ssions" in Liberia nmakes clear, noney is
usually a critical factor in an effective propaganda drive. The vast
difference in wealth between the northern and sout hern hem spheres neans,
for instance, that western powers can not only of gain access to agents and
col | aborators for propaganda efforts, but can al so penetrate indi genous

I nstitutions and even establish new ones with mninmal risk of detection by
the public at |arge.

They can dissemnate |literature, textbooks, panphlets, cultural nessages,
and ot her ideological materials in quantities that far exceed what |oca

mar kets coul d ever support. Money, funnelled through channels, can buy off
radio and tel evision programmers, supply packaged propaganda prograns or
speci al consultants, present "educational" sem nars and conferences, offer
such financial inducenents as prizes and awards, and upgrade studi os and
broadcast facilities for reliable friends. The sheer volunme of the operation
guar ant ees that indi genous opinion cannot conpete.

Ri ch nations can al so pressure governnments -- under the threat of

wi t hholding aid or credit, for exanple -- to formally "invite" themto
participate in the devel opnent of public "information” or "education”

canpai gns. Moreover, when conditions are favorable, wealthy donors of
"techni cal assistance" projects can conduct highly sophisticated research
activities that enable themto thoroughly evaluate the sociological climte
of target countries, to pretest propaganda nessage on snall groups, to
measure changes in attitudes over the course of tine, and to intimdate
opponents, suppress dissent, and censor the dissem nation of conpeting

| deas.

Decepti on as Sci ence

Soci al psychol ogy textbooks Iist several ways in which audi ences can be
decei ved by propaganda.

First of all, audiences are nore likely to accept an idea if they believe it
was heard inadvertently; in other words, there is a natural tendency to
resist a nessage that is presented in an assertive way, while there will be
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far |l ess negative reaction if the audience hears the sane thene in a context
that is relatively "matter-of-fact."”

Audi ences are also nore likely to actually change their opinions if they
receive a nessage froma variety of sources that nutually reinforce one
another. Simlarly, people tend to approve of a statenent nmade by soneone
who is in sonme way simlar to them an expert on the topic under discussion,
or one who begins by expressing an opinion with which the listener (or

vi ewer or reader) strongly agrees.

Under sone circunstances, propaganda nessages can be nade nore potent by

I ncor porating opposing argunents in a way that tends to discredit them
while at the sanme tinme giving the audience the inpression that it is hearing
bot h side of the debate.

In | arge operations, propagandi sts often stinulate changes in attitudes by
generating a "band-wagon effect" -- creating the false inpression that a
particul ar set of beliefs is nore wdely accepted than it really is. And
where a specific behavioral change is the intended goal of a comrunications
canpaign, it is extrenely useful to get nenbers of the target group either
to express the idea publicly (thereby commtting thenselves to it) or to
engage in the desired conduct in sonme way short of conpul sion (so that they
assunme "ownershi p" of the idea). In either case, the tendency is to continue
to defend the opinion or action and in so doing to internalize the

pr opaganda.

There is no question that propaganda which discreetly and consistently
applies these principles can produce profound and far reaching changes in
the societies against whomit is directed. The reasons are relatively
sinmple. Individuals are part of groups. They share custons and common val ues
wi th other nenbers of the groups to whomthey bel ong.

If a person strongly identifies with the Islamc faith, for exanple, that
person s reaction to certain things -- the consunption of alcohol or pork,
perhaps -- will be shaped by religious tenets, even though it may express
Itself as contenpt for "drunkenness" or revul sion toward an "uncl ean food."
However, a concerted canpaign to "revise" or subvert Islamc influences
could, over time, start in notion a slow process of subduing this enotional
response.

Sinply arguing that drink should be tolerated by Muslins is likely to do
not hi ng nore than arouse resi stance and provoke countering argunents from

t hose who know better. But it mght also be a way to "open up the issue" for
further debate. A drawn out, well-publicized controversy about the
"benefits" of alcohol consunption, even if it changed very few m nds over a
few years, would nonethel ess create an atnosphere of anbival ence; the
certainty with which drink was condemmed in previous tinmes will have been
under mi ned, and much of the negative response inspired by the debate at the
begi nning i s gone.
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The next step in this case mght be for the propagandi st to actually induce
certain nenbers of the community (or agent- agitators posing as audi ence
peers) to openly consune al cohol as affirmation of the "new' ideas enbraced
by a nore "nodern" or nore "realistic" Islam The endorsenents of a few paid
col | aborators would |i kew se be useful. Al of this would be made known to

t he public by nmeans of aggressively-distributed news rel eases, video clips,
and pre-fabricated features to friends and hirelings in the |ocal news

medi a.

Thi s phase of the operation gives the propagandi st s suggestions what
psychol ogi sts call "false authority.” In other words, the inpression is nade
that persons highly qualified to endorse such ideas are the source of the

i nformati on. These sane activities further offer the propagandi st a chance
to elimnate sone negative stereotypes and to | ower inhibitions against the
desired behavior. After being exposed on a regular basis to real exanples of
such conduct, nenbers of the target group would be far less likely to issue
strong condemnati ons because doing so woul d be perceived as a personal
attack on one s peers (or even | eaders).

Finally, the instigator of the conmunications canpaign mght attenpt to
under m ne the nost stubborn resistance to change through a nass nedi a

of fensive -- television spots, news articles, cartoons, billboards, rigged
debates, T-shirts, the cinema, and so forth -- that di shonors opponents by
| i nki ng them to unpopul ar causes, or by holding themup as objects of
ridicule. Even if nost adults still cling to their original beliefs, the
younger generations woul d not have the benefit of the uncorrupted culture
their elders knew. Thus a chain of authority is weakened and a tradition
vani shes.

While it seens inprobable that westerners woul d benefit by pronoting the
consunption of al cohol or pork anmobng Muslins, sonething of this sort m ght
be a very effective way to de- legitimze Islamc traditions in general --
and thus to lead followers away fromreligi ous orthodoxy so they could be
nore easily integrated into a westernized world culture.

Group Consci ousness

Regar dl ess of whether propaganda is used to change human attitudes and
behavior or to sinply get people to act on false information, group identity
Is the key that propaganda seeks to exploit.

By definition, group nenbership inposes certain standards of behavior on the
I ndividual. To put it another way, the individual cannot help but act in a
manner that takes into account the expectations of the group as a whole. It
Is the shared val ues held in common within the group that shapes the conduct
of its menbers. And, at the sanme tinme, these custons are reinforced by the
menbers conti nued adherence to them
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For this reason, propaganda has to exploit group identity. It nust attenpt
to challenge the collective anbitions and prohibitions that direct group
conduct -- or to create the illusion that neani ngful change is taking place
even when it is not. Either way, those who are part of the group are

I nexorably led to change their own behavior in response to what they see as
an evol ving group ethic.

But cultural manipulation is nore than just advocacy. The nodern
propagandi st nmust understand the audi ence and | earn how different events,
situations, and inmages influence the day-to-day actions of the target group.

I f a change in behavior is contenplated, the sponsor has to di scover what
practical obstacles m ght prevent the adoption of new forns of behavior once
the ol d taboos have been broken down. Those groups conducting the

I ntervention nust then attenpt to mnimze any negative consequences t hat

m ght be experienced by group nenbers who follow the suggestions introduced
t hrough the propaganda. And it is |ikew se necessary that suitable neasures
be found for reinforcing the new behavior and that a system of conti nuing
"psychi c rewards"” be devel oped for those who repeat it.

Mor eover, propaganda professionals are al so aware that change takes tine --
that any attenpt to establish or reverse social trends nust necessarily be a
| ong-term operation, |lest the intervention be exposed for what it is and
backfire. Colonel M chael Dewar, a British mlitary intelligence specialist,
expl ai ns the phil osophy of change this way: "[The] tendency is for the m nd
to be lulled by regularity and routine. It tends to pay less attention to
events which occur again and again and is not good at spotting marginal or
gradual changes." (The Art of Deception in Warfare by Col. M chael Dewar, A
David & Charles mlitary Book, Devon, 1989, at page 10.)

Meet WIlie Horton

Propaganda can al so be used to undermne the beliefs or loyalties of a
group. In nost cases, this kind of mass nedia assault is negative -- neaning
that it is not so nuch designed to popularize a specific ideology as it is
to discredit a novenent that already exists. This can be done in a variety
of ways -- by distracting potential adherents so that their attention is
diverted to other matters, by using "divide and conquer" tactics to create
splinter groups that confront one another instead of pursuing a conmon goal,
or by discrediting |leaders so that the strength of the novenent is

conprom sed or obscured.

The exanple of race in Anerica again provides an illustration. In the

m d- 1960s, there energed a strong novenent for black consciousness in the
U.S. Slogans like "black is beautiful" becane a way of repairing the psychic
damage done by generations of contenpt and organi zed discrimnation. The
popul arity of such thenmes and the enthusiasmw th which they were adopted by
the masses gave thema nonentumthat carried into virtually every aspect of
soci al comuni cations. Advertisers began to exploit mnority "race pride" by
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I ncorporating it into comrercials. The cinema, too, reflected the
recogni tion that people of color deserved equity and respect, as did news
reporting and political discourse, at |east within domnant |iberal circles.

Even though this change in the portrayal of mnorities was enbraced by the
| arger society for self-serving reasons, it nonethel ess conpl enented and
reinforced the drive of mnorities for a positive self-inage.

But by the early part of the 1980s, it was all gone -- and the bigotry of
days gone by returned in a new and even nore insidious form "Black" was no
| onger "beautiful." It was a threat.

What happened? Most people woul d agree that the curious reversal of a trend
was a result of "rewards" and "punishnents" that were far |ess systematic
and harder to define than those of the past -- but no |l ess effective.

During the late 1960s, for exanple, students at one California university
were able to docunent a distinct pattern of differential treatnment toward
notori sts. Autonobil es having bunper stickers with "black power" nessages
were several tinmes nore likely to be stopped by police for mnor traffic
infractions or ticketed for parking violations than were those w thout such
visible identification -- regardl ess of the race of the driver. As a
consequence, black pride renmai ned an acceptabl e group ideol ogy, but becane a
liability for the individual. Needless to say, it faded quickly.

Over the next two decades, mnority persons were integrated into the mddle
class -- visible proof of the "fairness" of the system But these were
relatively few. The vast mpjority gained nothing fromthis extension of the
"Anmerican dream" People flocked into the cities in pursuit of the illusory
opportunity, only to find thensel ves trapped in cold, inpersonal ghettos
where survival was a constant and depressing struggle.

By that tinme, of course, expressions of synpathy for the plight of the urban
poor was scarce. The exanple of the "good negro" who had clinbed up the

| adder toward success furni shed proof that the others were negligent -- or
worse. And then the nmedia discovered "black rage." As group expectations
started to falter and oppression grew worse, conflict inevitably foll owed,
and the local television news crew was at hand to relate again and again
what happened and where it happened, but never why. And so "black power" as
a slogan of freedomwas gradually replaced by the "black underclass" as an
excuse to build bigger, better jails.

In fact, the imge of black males as crimnals becane such a national
obsession that George Bush, in his successful 1988 bid for the presidency,
used the issue of the parole of a black nan convicted of raping a white
woman as evidence that his opponent, the fornmer governor of the state of
Massachusetts, could not deal with crinme. "WIIlie Horton" becanme synbolic of
bl ack nales in general, an inmage that thrived in a clinate of growi ng white
fear and resentnent.
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Much of what occurred can be explained quite sinply as the result of

habi tual , deeply-rooted racismin Anerica. Still, it is not likely that the
change coul d have been as dramatic or as fast as it was w thout an organized
effort at subversion. And an old FBI nenorandum from 1968 provi des evi dence
of what transpired invisibly at the highest levels of the United States
gover nment .

The nmeno, FBI communi que nunber 157-601, was the product of a
"counter-intelligence program run by Special Agent Raynond N. Byers of the
San Francisco office. The subject was "racial intelligence."

After providing detailed evaluations of all "black nationalist" novenents
represented in northern California, their | eaders and nenbers, the April 2,
1968 di spatch recommended ways in which the governnment m ght diffuse the
situation. Among other things, it recommended censorship, saying that
efforts should be undertaken toward "inhibiting the inportation and
transportation of seditious and revolutionary literature.” But that was just

a begi nning. Propaganda -- or, nore specifically, threats and intimdation
tactics aimed at all African in the U S. -- would supplenent the censorship
program

Thus, said the neno, the so-called "seditious and revolutionary literature"
of black intellectuals would be "counteracted” with different ideas, which
woul d be distributed through "a nedi um whi ch reaches the entire Negro

popul ation.” To this end, it added, "There are papers and magazi nes whi ch
shoul d be used if they will accept this material. If they don t, radio and
especially TV should be utilized."

The thenme to be conveyed by all this psychol ogical warfare was al so nade
clear by the experts on "racial intelligence" at San Franci sco FBI
headquarters. "One way to reach the Negro youth and noderate (sic.) m ght be
t hrough searchi ng exam nati on and revel ation of the true goals of black
national i st organi zations presented in a way that Negroes will realize the
dangers ahead for them" the FBI cable noted. "The Negro youth and noderate
must be made to understand that if they succunb to revolutionary teaching,
they will be dead revolutionaries. Is it not better to be a sports hero, a
wel | paid professional athlete or entertainer, a regularly paid white or

bl ue collar worker... than a Negro who nmay have got even with the
establishnment ... and gained for himand all his people the hatred and

di strust of the whites for years to cone?"

Those responsi bl e for donestic psy-war operations know that this kind of
"threat conditioning" can be duplicated very effectively in foreign
situations. Language and cultural differences nay make it difficult at the
begi nning. But once in operation, and after the first recruits have been
identified and trained, the programcan rapidly gather speed. Moreover, the
risk of detection is likely to be less with foreign audi ences, particularly
i f the propaganda is well-prepared and el aborately researched. I|ndeed, as
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rut hl ess as the canpai gn agai nst Anerica's black | eadership nay have been
(and it still continues), propaganda prograns in devel oping countries are
even nore sadistic, and they can often be incredibly crude.

Por nography for Indonesia

An excel l ent overview of Cl A propaganda operations can be found in a 1986
book, The ClIA: A Forgotten History by WIIliam Bl um (Zed Books, London). One
conspi cuous target for U S. psychol ogi cal warfare personnel during the m d-
and | ate-1950s was | ndonesi an | eader Achmed Sukarno, a charismatic figure
whose nere presence seemto inspire "third world" nationalism After
repeated attenpts to overthrow and assassi nate the forner anti- col onial

| eader failed -- and were subsequently blaned on "comruni sts" by American
propagandi sts -- it was decided that the best way of dealing with Sukarno
was to make hi m appear contenptible to the public. According to Blum the
Cl A then began circulating fabricated reports of an affair with a bl onde
Russi an agent who had bl acknmai | ed Sukarno into becom ng a Sovi et pawn.

After having sone success in circulating the runor, the Cl A decided to cone
up with "proof." According to Blum "A substantial effort was nmade to cone
up with a pornographic filmor at |east sonme still photographs that could
pass for Sukarno and his Russian girl friend engaged in his favorite
activity. Wien scrutiny of available porno filnms (supplied by the Chief of
Police of Los Angeles) failed to turn up a couple who could pass for Sukarno
(dark and bal d) and a beautiful blonde Russian wonan, the Cl A undertook to
produce its own filns... The outconme of this effort was a fil m produced for
t he Agency by Robert Maheu, former FBlI agent and intimte of Howard Hughes.
Maheu s filmstarred an actor who resenbl ed Sukarno.... The CI A al so

devel oped a full- face mask of the Indonesian | eader which was sent to Los
Angel es where the police were to pay sonme porno-filmactor to wear it during
his big scene. This project resulted in sone photographs, although they
apparently were never used. In other parts of the world, at other tines, the
Cl A has done better in this Iine of work, having produced sex filns of
target subjects caught in flagrante delicto who had been lured to Agency

saf e- houses by femal e agents"” (Blum at pages 110-111).

G|l on the Mon

Disinformation is often an inportant part of a sustained propaganda effort.
I ndeed, it is hardly an exaggeration to say that even the nost ridicul ous
concept can be nade believable if enough tine and effort is put into the
task. In difficult cases, it may also be necessary to take extra steps to
entice |large nunbers of key targets to participate in a way that al nost
forces themto accept the concept conveyed by the propagandi st.

| magi ne that the industrialized bloc, for whatever reason, decided to spread
a truly outrageous theory anong certain audiences in the devel oping world --
that i nmense oil reserves can be obtained fromthe noon, for exanple. Now it
is widely known that oil is of organic origin and that the noon consists of
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dry rocks which have never supported vegetation. Thus, no reputable
scientist would ever even imgi ne such a theory. But the w zards of
deception mght begin with a "pre-propaganda” publicity drive in which
statenments of "experts" are presented which nerely question what is known
about the nobon and stress the inportance of doing nore research.

Later on, news articles and broadcast features m ght enphasi ze the enornous
significance of a new "theory" that could eventually make Arab oil obsol ete.
Debat es m ght be staged in which those disputing the idea | ook bad by
conpari son. New "discoveries" of oil-like substances on the |unar surface
could al so be brought to the public s attention at regular intervals -- and,
of course, with great fanfare.

For ei gn propaganda sponsors and aid donors mght also insist that schoo

t ext books make reference to the "vast supplies of petroleunt that are now
believed to exist on the noon; donated |ibrary books woul d be w dely
circulated to support the sane nyth; and doctored photographs or video clips
m ght be passed around to the news nedia which purport to "prove" what the
bogus "scientists" are saying.

Finally, contests m ght be organized in which college students or news
reporters are offered generous prizes for the best essay on how to bring
about worl d peace and gl obal prosperity by exploiting nmoon oil. Contestants
woul d be free to research the issue for thenselves, of course, but would
find that texts supporting the existence of petroleumon the noon far

out nunber those that suggest otherwi se. Mre inportantly, they becone eager
to propagandi ze thensel ves because they want to please contest judges and
claimthe prize noney. In essence, they fall into one of the nobst pernicious
of all propaganda traps -- one in which targets are duped into equati ng
their own self-worth with the success of the disinformtion canpaign.

Again, it is hard to imagine in what situation false information about
extra-terrestrial oil supplies would be useful to a propaganda sponsor,
except perhaps to underm ne the confidence of OPEC countries in future
econom ¢ conditions or to discourage potential oil producing nations (e.g.
Senegal) fromattenpting to gain fromtheir own reserves. But disinformation
is a major elenment of foreign propaganda, especially mlitary "psy- war"
projects intended to facilitate the surrender of opposition troops or to

i nduce the defection of their nenbers. Indeed, disinformation -- often

conbi ned with opinion or ideological nessages -- is a part of nost peacetine
psychol ogi cal operati ons.

As bizarre as these tactics nay seem all are being used on a regular basis
to nold public opinion in devel oping countries on issues ranging from"free"
trade and western economc principles to birth control and popul ation
planning. In fact, the psychol ogi cal pressures of mass propaganda are an
essential elenment in building a constituency for U S mlitary actions under
the mask of "international consensus."” And communi cati on canpai gns have
becone a routine way of discrediting anti- inperialist sentinents,
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underm ning clains for worl dw de econom c justice, and countering "threats"
to western interests posed by such diverse groups as religious novenents,
so-called third world nationalists, and anti-corporate environnentalists.

But in a nore general sense, control over communications in far-away | ands
Is as much an end in itself as it is a means to an end. To be able to
acquire and mai ntain the dom nant influence over the spread of ideas and
Information wthin a society is to exercise control over its people. As an
Anerican mlitary advisor reportedly said at the end of World War 11
"Whoever controls the radio controls Berlin."

Spi es and Sabot eurs

Propaganda and psychol ogi cal warfare techni ques are a fundanental part of
the western presence in the developing world. If a foreign power has an
established network of friends to convey its ideas to host country

audi ences, it is well-situated to intervene in other ways, should the need
ari se. Indeed, basic political influence and comruni cati ons canpai gns can be
a way to build a systemfor recruiting the |ocal collaborators and front
groups necessary to wage proxy wars, subvert political novenents, and

i nstall puppet governnents. Wthout such penetration, on the other hand,

t hese actions would be al nost i npossible.

At an Cctober 30, 1991 conference on "Wrl dw de Threats" organi zed by the
U S. Ceneral Accounting Ofice, nunmerous papers on foreign relations in the
post-cold war era were presented. One, "Intelligence for Low Intensity
Conflicts" by Robert C Kingston, dealt with psychol ogi cal operations and
covert activities. "Psychol ogi cal operations w eld words as nonvi ol ent
weapon systens, set stages, exploit successes, and mnimze failures when
properly enployed,"” the paper noted, adding that specialists nust "gather
Intelligence that enables themto determ ne the predi spositions,

vul nerabilities, and susceptibilities of targeted audiences..."

The Kingston report al so pointed out that personal know edge about a country
s leaders forns "the basis of successful operations to unseat or sidetrack
key personnel who plan and i npl enent insurgencies, coups, transnati onal
terrorism|[and other actions] that adversely affect U S. interests.”

Mor eover, he continued, "U S. |eaders cannot know edgeably support or oppose
any foreign coup that affects U S. interests unless they are well inforned
about potential successors, especially their attitudes toward the United

St at es and expected prograns conpared with those of incunbents. O herw se,
short-term benefits may becone long-termliabilities with |ocal, regional,
and even gl obal inplications."

>From these words, it is apparent that western | eaders will escal ate
canpai gns of propaganda and psychol ogi cal warfare agai nst their remaining
"eneny" in the aftermath of the cold war -- the energing nations of the

sout hern hem sphere. And the goals wll be many: curbing popul ati on grow h,
mai nt ai ni ng cheap access to supplies of mnerals, and neutralizing

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/covert_cit.html (17 of 18) [10/13/2002 11:26:41 AM]



COINTELPRO

| deol ogi cal novenments that run counter to U S interests, to nane just a
few.

In fact, Admral Janes A Baldw n, president of the National Defense
University in Washington, wote in 1989: "Warfare is often defined as the
enpl oynent of mlitary nmeans to advance political ends.... Another, nore
subtle, neans -- political warfare -- uses inmages, ideas, speeches, slogans,
pr opaganda, econoni c pressures, even advertising techniques to influence the
political will of an adversary.... Now that the Soviets 40-year canpaign of
aggression, intimdation, and hegenony is in apparent retreat and the world
is increasingly beset by lowintensity conflict and struggles for economc
dom nation, political warfare will be at the forefront of our national
security agenda." (James A Baldwin, On Political War by Paul A Smth, Jr.,
Nat i onal Defense University Press, Washington, 1989, at Forward, page xi.)
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Revisited - COINTELPRO and Qubilah
Shabazz

by Rebecca Hi Il and N kol as Kaut z

The New York Three. The New York Twenty-One. The Chi cago Seven/ Ei ght.
CO NTELPRO, the governnment's canpaign to thwart potentially
revol uti onary social novenents with tactics both "legal” and illegal,
has | ong been associated with larger US cities. Even the recent case
of the M nnesota Eight, in which eight African-Anerican nenunifornmy
described in the mainstream press as Vice Lordsgot snatched up after
the shooting of a white police officer, barely put these cities of
less than 2 mllion on the political-repression map. Then cane Qubil ah
Shabazz. (Observers around the world, and many people here, are
scratching their heads about how the dubi ous indictnent of Malcolm X s
second daughter happened to go down in this overgrown cow town.

But don't let "M nnesota Nice" fool you. As the |ife-long shenani gans
of infiltrator Mchael Fitzpatrick becane known, casting doubt on the
governnment's contention that Qubilah Shabazz hired Fitzpatrick to kill
M ni ster Louis Farrakhan, the Justice Departnent in Washi ngton, DC
tried to play the "local yokel" card. For about a day, the national
press quoted unnamed governnment | awers vaguely insinuating that

M nnesota's US attorney, a fresh-scrubbed fellow with the excell ent
name Lill ehaug, was a naive M dwestern clodhopper, hoodw nked by a
con-man informer. Then Attorney General Janet Reno stepped in dispel
all the nonsense and stanp her approval on the frane-up. Reno knows.
The CO NTELPRO credentials of the authorities here are perfectly in
order.

The War on AIM

The FBI office here is nanmed for the two agents killed on the Pine

Ri dge Lakota Sioux reservation in 1975; Leonard Peltier was franmed for
their shootings and still sits in prison. Mich of the governnent's war
agai nst the Anmerican |Indian Movenent has been planned here. The
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government waged that war in large part with infiltrators a tad better
at their jobs than Fitzpatrick. The Native casualty count far
out nunbered the governnent's.

Anong the nurdered was Anna Mae Pictou Aquash, an Al M organi zer gunned
down in 1976. Now, the governnment clains to be re-opening her unsol ved
case. Instead of investigating thenselves (duh), or the pro-governnent
| ndi an "GOON squads" that ran the reservation, they say Al M nenbers
suspected that Aquash was an inforner, and killed her. As the FBI's
own docunents show, and as several excellent books recount, the Feds
tried to feed disinformation to Al Mthat Aquash was working for them
This tactic is known as "badjacketing," or putting a "snitch jacket"
on soneone. In both the Shabazz and the Aguash cases, the governnent
wants to mani pul ate enotions around a powerful unifying force in
popul ar novenents: martyrs. They want to sow division. They want to

bl ame the novenents thensel ves for nurders by the "agents of
repression.” WIl we let thenf

The War on Young, Black Men

A nore recent case, the Mnnesota 8, should boost the | ocal
authorities even higher in Reno's esteem Eight African-American nen
were accused in 1992 of being Vice Lords, and of killing a white
police officer and a suspected Vice Lord police infornmer. At trial, it
came out that the dead man, Ed Harris, was being set up to ook like a
snitch. Oficers including a well-known Bl ack detective repeatedly
stopped himon the street, talked to him and |let himgo. He was anong
ei ght young, Bl ack, male execution-slaying victins in a period of
weeks. Two and a half years later, suspicion persists in the community
that sone or all of the nen, possibly including Harris, were nurdered
by the police as payback for the policeman's death. Court docunents
show t he qui et, background invol venent of the FBI, who may have

pl anted one of the star wtnesses. Loverine Harris, Ed Harris's w fe,
had previously testified against a man in Illinois who went to prison
for murder. She was the FBI's "confidential, reliable informant” in

t hat case. Four convictions, two guilty pleas, one acquittal, and one
l egal linbo Iater, the police have nade short work of what was |eft of
the old Vice Lord | eadership. Two nen promnent in bringing the Vice
Lords into the gang coalition United for Peace are in custody, one for
supposedly hol ding a bunch of people at gunpoint in a garage because
his car repairs weren't to his satisfaction, the other for allegedly
ringing in the New Year with a few pistol shots fromhis bal cony. Wth
that grim background report, let's wel cone Qubilah Shabazz to the Tw n
Cties.

Start of a New War?
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Nobody with a lick of sense believes Qubilah Shabazz hired M chael
Fitzpatrick to kill Mn. Farrakhan. The only question worth posing is
what the government is up to. Specul ation includes the foll ow ng,
starting with the nost obvi ous point:

No matter how astutely the Nation of Islam handles this, Mn.
Farrakhan can only | ose popularity froma big, public rem nder of his
rivalry with Ml col m

Either Mn. Farrakhan or Ms. Shabazz could be targets of violence now,
because of a plan cooked up by the governnent. Cbservers at her St.
Paul arrai gnment noted than anyone in the standi ng-roomonly court
room coul d have had a weapon.

On one of the surveillance tapes, Ms. Shabazz is said to object to
Fitzpatrick's plan, worrying that Jews m ght be revenge targets after
M n. Farrakhan's assassination. Renenber that Fitzpatrick infiltrated
the JDL, the group Rabbi Meir Kahane founded in direct opposition to
the Bl ack Pant hers. The governnent would |ike nothing better than a
shoot - out between JDL and NO synpat hi zers.

The Nation has shown howit's going to play this. Mn. Farrakhan's
first comments enphasi zed FBI hostility, downplayed his role in

Mal col M s nurder, and sent synpathy to Ms. Shabazz. The Final Call,
the NO paper, took a different tack: "Governnent, Jew sh mlitant
linked to the plot to kill Farrakhan,"” its headline screaned the first
week in February. Let's not screw around. M chael Fitzpatrick is not a
"“Jewish mlitant." I'"'ma Jewish mlitant. Mchael Fitzpatrick is a
snitch. Anyway, whatever the governnent's plan, they're a lot |ess
able to carry it out if everyone is |oudly doubting their story.
Denonstrations in support of Qubilah Shabazz should go down in a bunch
of cities before her next court appearance, postponed till sonetinme in
Mar ch.

UNI TE FOR QUBI LAH!

The Comm ttee Seeking Equal Justice for the Mnnesota 8 didn't need to
be told twi ce about deadly governnent trickery. No sooner had news of
Ms. Shabazz's indictnent broken than busy Committee nenbers were
strategi zi ng about a canpaign in her support. After her daughter
entered a not-guilty plea on January 18, Dr. Betty Shabazz greeted and
t hanked half a dozen Comm ttee nenbers who had | oitered outside the
St. Paul Federal Courthouse in sub-zero wind-chill. "United we stand!
The US governnent is the real hit man!" Conm ttee nenbers shout ed,
trying to warmup the chilly national press corps. They held a banner
with the pictures of Malcolm Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Fred
Hanpton, all CO NTELPRO martyrs. The Commttee's February 18 forum
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"Snitches, Frame-ups, and Provocateurs: Qubilah Shabazz, Ml col m X,
and the Making of Crinme," helped build for a denonstration on the 30th

anni versary of Ml colms nurder, February 22. Events will continue
bui l ding up through Ms. Shabazz's trial. The group understands that
heavy | ocal support will be critical in defeating the railroad.

The Governnent's Too

As for Fitzpatrick, he is an infornmer of the commonest, |owiest Kkind.
This is not a free-lance spy who directs his own operations. This is a
lifelong hot-dog and | oser whose thrill is selling people bullshit.
Cops at every level, fromcelebrity US attorneys to the | oca

gang-unit officers, know how to control the con-man crook. In 1993,
Fitzpatrick was | ooking at five years for coke he'd been caught
hol di ng. Qubi |l ah Shabazz had for years been his fantasy "get out of
jail free" card. He renmenbered her from high school and thought she
just mght kind of renenber him W don't know what Fitzpatrick may
get in return, but his drug charge seens to be in |inbo, and he's
hangi ng out sonewhere under governnent protection. The | ocal straight
press has admtted that Fitzpatrick does nost of the tal king on the
video and audio tapes that will buttress his testinony agai nst M.
Shabazz. The only thing about Fitzpatrick that isn't clear yet is just
when he becane an inforner.

At 18, he tried to blow up a Russi an-| anguage bookstore in New York,
for notives that remain obscure. H's taste for the crazy side of life
may have hooked himup with cops or right-wingers who put himup to
it, or he may have cooked up that one on his own. But after that, with
FBI agents controlling him he joined the crypto-fascist, racist

Jew sh Defense League in New York, got sone folks to agree to bl ow up
the Egyptian tourismoffice, and testified against the two JDLers who
went to prison. He went into wtness protection, and fromthere into
chem cal - dependency treatnent. He wound up here.

Fitzpatrick's M nneapolis Adventure

Only dedi cated nedi a snoozers can have m ssed how Love and Rage's own
Chri stopher Day Gunderson hel ped bust Fitzpatrick out. Not |ong after
the first descriptions of Fitzpatrick hit the press, Christopher went,
"Hm " A few phone calls to anarchists who'd been active in

M nneapolis in the md-80s confirnmed it. This was the sane M chael,
the big, ugly "free-beers-for-everyone!" Mchael, who'd started
hangi ng around Backroom Anar chi st Books late in 1986.

Christopher's statenent to WIlliam Kunstler, one of Ms. Shabazz's
| awyers, is excellent reading. It describes the arrival of a
tough-tal king, tale-telling guy in his 20s who tried to sway a
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nascent, nostly-teenage group to stop having candy-ass denbps and start
bl owi ng shit up. Wien no one took his bait, he urged the Backrooners
at least to start throwng shit around. "After a few hours we were all
i ntoxi cated and all convinced by Mchael of the nerits of a plan to
attack a polling station with bags of human feces,” Chri stopher
states. Sober in the norning, they instead went ahead with a mld
guerrilla theater protesting the 1986 el ection. Fitzpatrick planted a
can of mace in the bookstore nonents before suburban cops burst in

| ooking for a runaway. They instantly found the mace behi nd the books
where the infiltrator had stashed it. He tal ked a man who was crashi ng
in the bookstore's loft, but was not formally in the collective, into
keepi ng a shotgun in the store, since things were getting so "heavy."
The collective talked the man into giving the gun back to Fitzpatrick.
If you're a convicted felon caught with a gun, you either go to prison
or you don't. It all depends on if you're a Vice Lord or a white
informer like Fitzpatrick. Fitzpatrick boasted to the anarchists of
havi ng been in the Communi st Workers Party, the group that an Al cohol,
Tobacco, and Firearns undercover agent set up to get shot up by the
Klan in G eensboro, NC, in 1979. To a woman he wanted to i npress, he
boasted he'd infiltrated the JDL. She passed word back to the
Backrooners, who threw hi mout forever in Decenber 1986 or January
1987.

"Til the chickens Cone Hone to Roost

The authorities here are used to getting away with infiltration,

frames, and nmurder. Qubil ah Shabazz's trial this spring will be an
opportunity to teach thema | esson. An international show of unity for
Ms. Shabazz will be necessary. Rest assured the novenents here will be

i nside the court room and out.

Back To COINTELPRO.

Back To The Den: Palitics.

Back To The Top.

Mail to: Michagl Rivero
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The Sabotage Of Legitimate Dissent

The Black Panther Coloring Book

Thisis but one horrific example of the tactics used by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to stifle
legitimate dissent and violate the civil rights of political groups that the administration dislikes. Along
with the anti-war movement, the Nixon White House targeted the civil rights movement for
disruption, using on-campus informants to infiltrate and in many cases to disrupt legal protests and
activism.

This coloring book, which was purported to be from the Black Panthers, had actually been rejected by
them when it was brought to them by a man later revealed to have intelligence connections. Not to be
troubled by the fact that the Panthers found the coloring book revolting, the FBI added even more
offensive illustrations, and mass mailed it across America. It so infuriated the white population that
they stopped listening to the legitimate grievances of the black people.

While it can be argued that such an action did not technically violate the right of the Black Panthersto
free speech (even as it sabotaged the willingness of the peopleto listen), it is apparent than such a
divisive act violated the right of the people, black and white, to peacefully assemble.

At thetime, | asked my parentsif it didn't seem odd to have a book purported to be by blacks for black
children mailed to a white household, but | was outvoted in what was a functionally democratic
household (except for the dictator from MIT). But heck, most of us still thought Oswald acted alone
then as well.

| had thought the actual coloring book lost forever, relegated to a mere footnote in the Congressional
inquiry into COINTELPRO, when the wonder that is the internet brought it into the light again.

THE COLORING BOOK
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Revisited - Spying & Disruption

I N BLACK AND WHI TE: THE F. B. 1. PAPERS

Follow ng are transcripts of official FBI CO NTELPRO docunents obtai ned
under the Freedom of Information Act. The March 4, 1968 conmuni que was
sent out by J. Edgar Hoover hinself just one nonth before the assassination
of Martin Luther King, Jr. It specifically identified Elijah Mihamed and
the Nation of Islamas primary targets of CO NTELPRO, as well as Rev.
King's Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Oher released FBI
docunents show the Bureau had infiltrators within Macolm X s Miuslim Msque,
Inc. Still others prove the FBI had undercover in the very room when he
was assassi nated; one such agent actually adm nistered nouth-to-nmouth to

t he dyi ng man.

Note: in the originally released docunents, nost of the nanmes of

CO NTELPRO targets are censored. However, the nanes which are included
here exactly fit the spaces marked out by the FBI. It is also now known
that all of these individuals were in fact targetted for "neutralization”
by the FBI

[ Sone enphases added by the editor.]

SAC, Al bany August 25, 1967
PERSONAL ATTENTI ON TO ALL OFFI CES
[From Director, FB

COUNTERI NTELLI GENCE PROGRAM
BLACK NATI ONALI ST - HATE GROUPS
| NTERNAL SECURI TY

[...] The purpose of this new counterintelligence endeavor is to
expose, disrupt, msdirect, discredit, or OTHERW SE NEUTRALI ZE [ enphasi s
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added] the activities of black nationalist hate-type organizations and
groupi ngs, their |eadership, spokesnen, nenbership, and supporters, and

to counter their propensity for violence and civil disorder. The activities
of all such groups of intelligence interest to the Bureau nust be foll owed
on a continuous basis so we will be in a position to pronptly take advant age
of all opportunities for counterintelligence and inspire action in instances
where circunstances warrant. The pernicious background of such groups,
their duplicity, and devi ous maneuvers must be exposed to public scrutiny
where such publicity will have a neautralizing effect. Efforts of the

vari ous groups to consolidate their forces or to recruit new or youthfu
adherents nust be frustrated. NO OPPORTUNI TY SHOULD BE M SSED TO

EXPLO T THROUGH COUNTERI NTELLI GENCE TECHNI QUES THE ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND
PERSONAL CONFLI CTS OF THE LEADERSHI PS OF THE GROUPS AND WHERE PCSSI BLE AN
EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO CAPI TALI ZE UPON EXI STI NG CONFLI CTS BETWEEN COMPETI NG
BLACK NATI ONALI ST ORGANI ZATI ONS. [enphasi s added] When an opportunity is
apparent to disrupt or NEUTRALI ZE [ enphasi s added] bl ack nationalist, hate-
type organi zations through the cooperation of established |ocal news nedia
contacts or through such contact wth sources available to the Seat of
Governnent [ Hoover's office]*, in every instance careful attention nust be
given to the proposal to insure the targetted group is disrupted, ridiculed,
or discredited through the publicity and not nerely publicized...

You are al so cautioned that the nature of this new endeavor is such
t hat UNDER NO Cl RCUMSTANCES SHOULD THE EXI STENCE OF THE PROGRAM BE MADE
KNOMN OUTSI DE THE BUREAU [ enphasi s added] and appropriate within-office
security should be afforded to sensitive operations and techni ques consi dered
under the program

No counterintelligence action under this programmay be initiated

s s s s P s o s s P s P P P P o P s P s P Pt P Pt o P s P s P Pt P P o P s P Pt P Pt P P P P s P Pt P Pt P P ot P s Pt

by the field without specific prior Bureau authorization. [Enphasis in orig.]

s e e e s s s s e o e P et s Pt et P e P Pt P Pt P Pt et Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt o Pt ot Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt P Pt e Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt et Pt Pt Pt P

* [EDITOR S NOTE: "Seat of CGovernnent" (SOG is an official designation
created by J. Edgar Hoover to refer to his own office. Hoover was director
of the FBI for sone 40 years, even receiving a special exenption from
conmpul sory retirenment by President Ford. The "SOG' appelation is
i ndi cative of his egotistical view of his power, which saw presidents cone
and go. ]
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COUNTERI NTELLI GENCE PROGRAM
BLACK NATI ONALI ST - HATE GROUPS
RACI AL | NTELLI GENCE 3/ 4/ 68

For maxi num effectiveness of the Counterintelligence Program and
to prevent wasted effort, |ong-range goals are being set.

1. Prevent the COALITION of mlitant black nationalist groups. 1In
unity there is strength; a truismthat is no less valid for all its
triteness. An effective coalition of black nationalist groups mght be the
first step toward a real "Mau Mau" [ Bl ack revolutionary arny] in Amrerica,

t he beginning of a true black revol ution.

2. Prevent the RISE OF A "MESSI AH' who could unify, and
electrify, the mlitant black nationalist novenent. Malcolm X m ght have
been such a "nmessiah;" he is the martyr of the novenent today. Martin
Lut her King, Stokely Carm chael and Elijah Muhanmed all aspire to this
position. Elijah Muhammed is | ess of a threat because of his age. King
could be a very real contender for this position should he abandon his
supposed "obedi ence" to "white, |iberal doctrines" (nonviolence) and enbrace
bl ack nationalism Carm chael has the necessary charisma to be a rea
threat in this way.

3. Prevent VIOLENCE on the part of black nationalist groups. This
Is of primary inportance, and is, of course, a goal of our investigative
activity; it should also be a goal of the Counterintelligence Programto
pi npoi nt potential troubl emakers and neutralize them before they
exercise their potential for violence.

4. Prevent mlitant black nationalist groups and | eaders from
gai ni ng RESPECTABI LI TY, by discrediting themto three separate segnents of
the community. The goal of discrediting black nationalists nust be handl ed
tactically in three ways. You nust discredit those groups and individuals
to, first, the responsi ble Negro comunity. Second, they nust be
discredited to the white community, both the responsible community and to
"liberal s" who have vestiges of synpathy for mlitant black nationali st
[sic] sinply because they are Negroes. Third, these groups nust be
discredited in the eyes of Negro radicals, the followers of the novenent.
This last area requires entirely different tactics fromthe first two.
Publicity about violent tendencies and radical statenments nerely enhances
bl ack nationalists to the last group; it adds "respectability” in a different
way.

5. A final goal should be to prevent the |ong-range GROMH of
mlitant black organizations, especially anong youth. Specific tactics to
prevent these groups from converting young people must be devel oped. [...]

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/COINTELPRO-FBI.docs.html (3 of 4) [10/13/2002 11:26:45 AM]



COINTELPRO

Primary targets of the Counterintelligence Program Bl ack
Nat i onal i st-Hate G oups, should be the nost violent and radical groups and
their | eaders. W should enphasi ze those | eaders and organi zati ons that
are nationw de in scope and are nost capable of disrupting this country.
These targets, nenbers, and followers of the:

St udent Nonvi ol ent Coordi nating Commttee (SNCC)
Sout hern Christian Leadershi p Conference (SCLC)
Revol uti onary Action Myvenent (RAM

NATI ON OF | SLAM (NO) [ enphasi s added]

O fices handling these cases and those of Stokely Carm chael of
SNCC, H. Rap Brown of SNCC, Martin Luther King of SCLC, Maxwell Stanford of
RAM and Elijah Mihamred of NO, should be alert for counterintelligence
suggestions. [...]

[ SOURCE: Brian dick, _The War_ At Honme: _Covert Action_Against U S.
Activists_And What _We_Can_Do_About It_ (Boston: South End Press, 1989)
| SBN: 0-89608-349-7. ]

Back To COINTEL PRO.
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Reuvisited - In Defense of Paranoia

From NaneBase NewsLine, No. 10, July-Septenber 1995:
The 1960s and CO NTELPRG. | n Defense of Paranoia

It was just six nonths ago that Bill Cinton began casting about for
an eneny to rally Americans behind his diml|eadership. Ronald had his
Evil Enpire and George his Adolf Saddam but poor Bill has yet to find a
hook on world events. Either Cinton beconmes presidential within the next
year, or his second termis sunk

The fishing in post-Cold War wat ers has not been good; six nonths ago
it seemed that only international terrorists and narcotics snmuggl ers m ght
be netted fromthe 1990s political stew. And the drug issue is sonetines
I nconveni ent: Mexico, soiling her new suit of Spun-in-USA hype, now | ooks
| i ke a basket case, or even like a Cali shark in NAFTA-pi nup cl ot hi ng.
Organi zed crine gets nessy too, as it can involve powerful people with
banki ng connections, who m ght backfire at politicians on occasion. That
| eaves only international terrorism the sole exanple of which in the U S
in recent nenory -- if one ignores the CIAties of the perpetrators -- is
the World Trade Center bonbi ng.

The fishing is lousy, but fish he nust. dinton's string-pullers
are not happy. Wth 52 percent of Americans believing that "the federal
gover nment has becone so |large and powerful that it poses a threat to the
rights and freedons of ordinary citizens,” dinton needs a threat that's
too big for nere state and | ocal governnents. Qut trots Warren Chri stopher
on January 20, 1995, to unveil a broad plan for expanded w retapping,
deni al of visas, working with other governnments on noney |aundering and
sei zing assets, and expanding the use of current |aws prohibiting fund-
raising for terrorist organi zations. "International terrorists, crimnals
and drug traffickers pose direct threats to our people and to our nation's
i nterests,” Christopher explained to anyone who hadn't heard it before.[1]
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The bonbing in Glahoma Cty happened three nonths later. It was
acconpani ed by 100 tinmes nore footage about dead children than the sane
medi a nustered for Waco two years earlier -- or for that matter, bonbed
children in Vietnamduring the 1960s. They deftly dropped the word
"international” fromall references to "terrorism" and "anti-terrorisnf
noved to the fast track. The president's popularity went up as Bill and
Hillary staged a session with sonme children in front of the caneras,
prom sing the toddlers that they'd do their best against the bad guys.
They didn't take questions. A few days later Clinton sent a $1.5 billion
anti-terrorismbill to Congress. Here we go again, for those ol d enough
to renmenber the sixties.

The Anti-Defanmation League (ADL) and Sout hern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) had bigger fish to fry. Even though the connection between the
bonbing and mlitia groups was nore inmaginary than real, the copy-starved
medi a grabbed whatever crunbs they were offered by these two axe-grindi ng
groups. The mlitias hit the front pages everywhere. On June 7, with the
support of the ADL, the Senate passed a sweeping $2 billion anti-terrorism
neasure by a vote of 91-to-8. It took a pair of gloves at the OJ. trial
to slap our nedia back to their usual fare. And by then the House was
already reporting a simlar bill out of committee.

Cinton's rush to capitalize on an isolated incident seens m sgui ded
to the Anmerican G vil Liberties Union. Unlike the ADL, with their agenda
of short-term gain against their perceived enemes, the ACLU believes that
reasonabl e peopl e should defer to the |ong-range interests of denocracy as
expressed in the Bill of Rights. But Cinton is neither a power-grabber
nor a libertarian; he's a gofer. H's handlers are dismayed over what they
see as the failure of the New Wrld Order in Bosnia. These gl obalists want
an end to nationalismwhen it doesn't serve their interests. Bosnia is one
exanpl e, and the isolationismof the populists and patriots in Arerica is
anot her.

The masters of the global plantation need serfs who are willing
to donate their first-born to assorted foreign mlitary adventures.
O herwi se, nationalism-- which is often a response to oppression,
both perceived and real -- cannot be suppressed. And that neans narkets
cannot be exploited. Since the war in Vietnam all is not well back at
the Republic. Real fol ks are watching real earnings decline, at the sane
time that Wall Street gushes over the corporate downsizing that has stock
prices soaring. "Losing your job is good for us," they're basically saying.

Even mlitia nmenbers now salute the anti-war protesters of the
sixties, and regret that they weren't listening at the tine. "Look at
that McNamara com ng forward now with his brand-new book, telling us that
the patriot novenent of thirty years ago was absolutely right, and that
the war was a |lying, fraudul ent, disgusting thing," says Bob Fl etcher,

a spokesman for the MIlitia of Montana.[ 2]
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The establishnent response to populists and patriots is two-fold.
On the one hand, they denoni ze the novenent as neo-fascist, racist, and
anti-Semtic. This is the line of ADL and SPLC, whose spokesnen grossly
exaggerate the connections between today's patriots, and an earlier
generation of white survivalists. In this view, ADL and SPLC are anti -
raci st and liberal, while the patriots are nothing nore than extrene-right
hat e groups posing as populists. This analysis is definitely declining.
ADL's police-state nmethods, and SPLC s questionabl e fund-raising practices,
have both taken their toll. But the primary reason for the decline is that
the left vs. right scenario held dear by ADL and SPLC has |lost its power
to explain what's happening in Anerica.

Pl an B becones inportant once it's apparent that the old paradi gm
can't do the job. This newinterpretation is best articulated in an
article by Mchael Kelly in the June 19, 1995 issue of The New Yorker,
titled "The Road to Paranoia." Kelly describes "views that have | ong been
shared by both the far right and the far left, and that in recent years
have cone together, in a weird neeting of the mnds, to becone one, and
to perneate the mai nstream of American politics and popul ar cul ture.

You could call it fusion paranoia."[3]

Kel |y uses psychol ogismto avoid exam ning the evidence. Recent
events in Anerican history, fromthe Cctober Surprise to Iran-contra to
Mena, Arkansas, are all exanples of "conspiracist appeal." They should
be appreciated not for what they mght tell us about Anmerican society
and politics, but only for what they tell us about those who find them
conpelling. Kelly is doing nothing new here. In 1969, a conservative
scholar by the nane of Lewis S. Feuer produced a fat book titled "The
Conflict of Cenerations,” which explained the student novenent in terns
of an Cedi pal inpulse that student activists have toward their fathers.
No nessy Vietnamwar, with forced conscription and napal med babi es, had
much of anything to do with it. Simlarly, Kelly and The New Yorker are
spared the trouble of dealing with the issues that have awakened so many
in Anerica's heartland. Freud is out of favor by now, but the ridicule
of paranoia works just as well.

The term "fusion paranoia” could only have been coi ned by soneone
who did not experience the surveillance and repression of the 1960s.
At the tinme, anti-war activists didn't realize the extent to which the
authorities were destroying their novenent fromwthin by using agents
provocat eurs and informants, and fromthe outside by using trunped-up
charges, anonynous denunci ations and snitch jackets, and stories planted
in the nedia. Alnbst thirty years later, the deja vu is getting stronger
wi th each new headl i ne.

It wasn't until the decade follow ng the sixties that the bul k of
t he docunentation surfaced. Mdstly this was the result of a Freedom of
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Informati on Act that was given new teeth in Decenber, 1974, over President
Ford's veto. The Church Conmittee in the Senate, and the Pike Commttee
in the House, were |ooking into CIl A m sdeeds. J. Edgar Hoover cane to a
tinely end in 1972, allow ng congressional and Governnent Accounting

O fice investigators to put at |east one foot into the FBI's cabinets.

And our national nedia, in the wake of Watergate, were in a rare nood to
report what the files showed.

The revel ati ons were al nost nore than the system coul d bear.
Presi dent Reagan's Executive Order 12356, issued in 1982, slowed down the
decl assification process. In 1986 a revision of the Freedom of Information
Act gave agencies the authority to refuse to confirmor deny that certain
records existed at all. The effect of these changes, along with the decline
In investigative journalismand the rise of infotainnent, neant that the
wi ndow of opportunity for the public's right to know was sl anmed shut.

In 1978, for exanple, with a few intimations that the University of
Sout hern California had sonething to hide (former Cl A director John MCone
was a trustee), | successfully urged the canmpus library to file a request
for the CIA's files on USC. Alnost three years later the library received
50 docunents, portions of which were blacked out, and were deni ed anot her
34 docunents. All search fees were waived in the public interest, and the
library made the files avail able for photocopying.

If | tried the same thing today, first the library would want to know
why |'m making trouble. Then the CIA wuld tell the library to take a hike.
If | took the CIA's letter to the canmpus newspaper editor, she'd want to
know why | think nmere citizens should be privy to the CIA's secrets -- the
real story, she'd explain, is the problem of discrimnmnation agai nst wonen
in the Directorate of QOperations.

One yearns for the good old days, when issues were big, wonen didn't
want to be inperial spies, and idealismand ethical indignation were
accepted fromnonvictins. In 1977 the ClA notified eighty academ c
institutions that they had unwittingly been involved in -- surprise! --
m nd-control research. But this and simlar tidbits are consigned to
pre-digital oblivion these days. Anything that isn't avail abl e through
canpus termnals or journalists' nodens is never discussed anynore.

That neans anything predating the early 1980s.

"The Wbnen's Li beration Myvenent nay be considered as subversive
to the New Left and revol utionary novenents as they have proven to be a
di visive and factionalizing factor.... It could be well recomended as a
counterintelligence novenent to weaken the revolutionary novenent." This
was froman August, 1969 report by the head of the San Francisco FB
office.[4] Wthin several years, the Rockefeller and Ford Foundati ons
were punping mllions into wonen's studi es prograns on canpus.

At the sane tine, the FBI's Donestic Intelligence D vision had 62, 000
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subversives under investigation. Miuch of this effort was organi zed under
CO NTELPRO, or counterintelligence program In 1956 CO NTELPRO began
agai nst the Communi st Party USA, in 1964 "white hate groups" were added,
in 1967 "black nationalist-hate groups,” and in 1968 the "New Left."

The exi stence of CO NTELPRO was first reveal ed when every docunent
in the Media, Pennsylvania office of the FBI was stol en by unknown persons
on March 8, 1971. Sone sixty documents were then nmailed to selected
publications, and others were sent directly to the people and groups
nanmed. These docunents broke down as follows: 30 percent were nmanual s,
routine fornms, and simlar procedural materials. O the renai nder, 40
percent were political surveillance and other investigation of political
activity (2 were right-wing, 10 concerned inmgrants, and over 200 were on
| eft or liberal groups), 25 percent concerned bank robberies, 20 percent
were nmurder, rape, and interstate theft, 7 percent were draft resistance,
another 7 percent were mlitary desertion, and 1 percent organized crine,
nostly ganbling.[5]

Further evidence concerning CO NTELPRO cane after reporter Carl
Stern fromNBC, noticing a reference in the Media docunents, filed an
FO A request and received additional files nore than two years | ater.
Additionally, the Socialist Wrkers Party (SWP), a Trotskyite group that
was active in the anti-war novenent, filed a suit in 1973 that was stil
i n discovery three years later. The docunents received by the SW showed
that specially-trained teans of agents burglarized their offices at |east
92 tines from 1960- 1966, yielding a total of about 10,000 photographs of
docunents such as correspondence, records, mnutes, letters, and other
materials. The burglaries were still going on as |late as 1975.[ 6]

When Lori Paton, 15, wote a letter to the Socialist Labor Party
in 1973 and inadvertently addressed it to the SWP, she was | ooking for
i nformation for a high school project. Qur fearless G nen nabbed this
| etter through a mail cover and swung into high gear, opening a "subversive
activities" investigation on her. The FBI checked a credit bureau and the
| ocal police for information on Paton and her parents, and an agent

i nterviewed her high school principal. "More interviews ... are in order
for plenty of reasons," instructed one nenp dated 16 Septenber 1970,
“chief of which are it will enhance the paranoia endemc in these circles
and wi Il further serve to get the point across that there is an FBlI Agent
behi nd every mail box. In addition, sone will be overcone by the
overwhel m ng personalities of the contacting agent and vol unteer to

tell all -- perhaps on a continuing basis."

The Bl ack Panther Party wasn't treated so kindly. A 1970 FBlI neno
outlined a series of rather nasty steps that should be taken:

Xerox copies of true docunents, docunents subtly incorporating false
information, and entirely fabricated docunents would be periodically
anonynously mailed to the residence of a key Panther |eader.... An
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attenpt would be nmade to give the Panther recipient the inpression

t he docunents were stolen frompolice files by a disgruntled police
enpl oyee synpathetic to the Panthers.... Alleged police or FB
docunents coul d be prepared pinpointing Panthers as police or FB
informants; ... outlining fictitious plans for police raids or other
counteractions; revealing msuse of Panther funds.... Effective

i npl ementation of this proposal logically could not help but disrupt
and confuse Panther activities.[7]

Such FBI tactics created the feud between the Eldridge O eaver and
Huey Newton factions of the Black Panther Party, according to a high
bureau official. In Los Angeles, the FBI worked with the police departnent
to support Ron Karenga, the |eader of a black nationalist organization
that was feuding wth the Panthers. Two Pant her activists were killed
in a shootout at UCLA in 1969, for which five Karenga supporters were
subsequently indicted, and three convicted. Louis Tackwood, an LAPD
agent - provocat eur who went public in 1971, says that the LAPD gave
Kar enga noney, guns, narcotics, and encouragenent. [ 8]

In Seattle, FBI agent Louis Harris recruited David Sannes in 1970,
a patriotic veteran who was willing to help them catch sone bonbers.
Sannes worked with expl osives expert Jeffrey Paul Desnond and FBI agent
Bert Carter. Their instructions were to find people interested in bonbing.
"For a few of the nenbers it was a matter of nmany weeks of persuasion to
actually have themcarry through with the bonbing projects,"” said Sannes.
When Carter made it clear that he planned to have one bonber die in a
booby-trapped expl osion, Sannes dropped his FBI work and went public.
"My own know edge is that the FBI along with other Federal |aw enforcenent
agenci es has been involved in a canpai gn of bonbing, arson and terrorism
in order to create in the mass public m nd a connection between political
di ssi dence of whatever stripe and revol utionaries of whatever violent
tendenci es," Sannes reported in an interview on WBAI radio.[9]

The situation in Seattle is nerely one of many exanples of the FBI's
canpai gn agai nst the New Left. Two agents, W Mark Felt and Edward M| er,
admtted to a grand jury that they had authorized illegal break-ins and
burgl ari es against friends and rel atives of Wather Underground fugitives.
A 25-year FBI veteran, M Wesley Swearingen, clainmed that the FBI routinely
lied to Congress about the nunber of break-ins and wiretaps: "I nyself
actually participated in nore than 238 while assigned to the Chicago
of fice, [which] conducted thousands of bag jobs." Swearingen charged that
agents had lied to a Washington grand jury about the nunber, |ocations, and
duration of illegal practices in pursuit of the Wather Underground.[10]

FBI director WIIliam Wbster disciplined only six of the 68 agents referred
to himby the Justice Departnent. Felt and MIler were convicted in 1980,
and a few nonths |ater were pardoned by President Reagan. Today the FB

can still use these sanme techniques, sinply by mslabeling their targets

as foreign agents or terrorists.
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In 1971 Congress finally repealed the Internal Security Act of 1950,
whi ch provided for custodial detention of citizens whose nanmes were on
lists of "subversives" maintained by the FBI. Over the years these lists
wer e expanded from Communi st Party nenbers, to all nenbers of SDS and
ot her "pro-Comuni st New Left-type groups,"” and by 1970 even i ncl uded
menbers of every "commune" where individuals reside in one |ocation and
"share incone and adhere to the phil osophy of a Marxist-Leninist-Moi st
oriented violent revolution." Despite the repeal, the FBlI sinply changed
the nanes of the Security Index and Reserve Index to the "Adm nistrative
I ndex," with the excuse that they were preparing for possible future
| egi sl ation. The FBI's continuation of these lists was authorized by
attorney general John Mtchell.[11]

The FBI al so waged a war agai nst the underground press. As early
as 1968 they assigned three informants to penetrate the Liberation News
Service (LNS), while nine others reported on it fromthe outside. These
reports were shared with the U S. Arny's Counterintelligence Branch, the
Secret Service, the Internal Revenue Service, the Navy, the Air Force, and
the Cl A The FBI set up Pacific International News Service in San Francisco
and New York Press Service on the east coast. Wien NYPS director Louis
Sal zberg bl ew his cover by appearing as a governnment w tness at the Chicago
Seven trial, the FBI's New York office tried to swng this in their favor
by preparing an anonynous | etter denouncing LNS as a governnent front as
wel | . Ot her underground newspapers were handl ed nore gently by the FBI
by getting record conpanies to pull ads fromtheir pages.[12]

O her federal agencies were also active in the war agai nst dissent.
In response to pressure fromthe N xon Wite House, in 1969 the Internal
Revenue Service began investigating radicals. Fornmer FBI agent Robert N.
Val |l blew the whistle on this unit in 1972. He wote about his visit to
the IRS to investigate a radi cal

Wien | went to the IRS | found it had secretly set up a speci al
squad of nmen to investigate the tax records of "known mlitants

and activists.” | was sent to a | ocked, sound-proofed roomin the
basenment of the I RS headquarters in Washington, where | found a file
on ny subject, anong hundreds of others piled on a long table.[13]

The CIA was able to obtain IRS i nformati on under the table, through
| RS |iai son personnel that handled the taxes for CI A proprietary conpanies.
When the CI A found out that Ranparts magazi ne planned to expose their
fundi ng of the National Student Association, R chard Ober net with top IRS
officials Thomas Terry, Leon Green, and John Barber on February 1, 1967.
ber recommended that Ranparts' corporate returns be exam ned, along with
t he personal returns of any financial supporters of Ranparts. The Cl A al so
obt ai ned the personal returns of Ranmparts publisher Edward Keati ng. [ 14]
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The CIA's donestic operations were first exposed by Seynmour Hersh in
the New York Tines on Decenber 22, 1974. Wthin two weeks President Ford
created the Rockefeller Comm ssion to ook into the matter, and their
report was issued the follow ng June. It detailed the CTA's mail intercept
programfor mail to and fromthe Soviet Union, described Operation CHACS
(the I A's donestic spying programthat was headed by Richard Cber), also
descri bed a separate donmestic spying programrun by the CTA's Ofice of
Security called Project Resistance, and nentioned an Ofice of Security
programthat gave semnars and training on |ock-picking and surveillance
to a nunber of |ocal police departnents.[15]

The Rockefeller report stated that "during six years [1967-1972], the
Qperation [ CHAOS] conpiled sone 13,000 different files, including files on
7,200 American citizens. The docunents in these files and related materials
i ncl uded the nanmes of nore than 300, 000 persons and organi zations, which
were entered into a conputerized index." This conpares to the CIA s index
of some 7 mllion nanes of all nationalities naintained by the Directorate
of Operations, an estimated 115,000 of which are believed to be Anerican
citizens.[16] But the nunbers may be on the | ow side; CHACS was tightly
conpartnmented within the CIA and free fromperiodic internal review For
exanple, later reports of the nunber of state, l|ocal, and county police
departnments assisted by the CIA were put at 44, far nore than the handful
mentioned in the Rockefeller report.[17]

The Center for National Security Studies, a |ate-1970s |i beral
wat chdog group headed by Mrton Hal perin, obtained 450 docunents that
describe the CIA's Project Resistance. These docunents show that the
pur pose of this Security Ofice programwas nmuch nore than an effort to
protect CIA recruiters on canpus by coll ecting newspaper clippings, as
described in the Rockefeller report. The Security Ofice was authorized
for the first tinme to assist the recruiting division "in any way possible,"”
and restrictions on contacting the FBI at |ocal |evels were dropped.
Contacts were al so devel oped with canpus security officials, informants
Wi thin the canpus community, mlitary intelligence, and state and | ocal
police. Special attention was paid to the underground press.[18]

In 1976 the Church Commttee received summaries fromthe ClI A of the
files of 400 Anmerican journalists who had being tasked by the CTAto
collect intelligence abroad over the past 25 years. These i ncl uded
correspondents for the New York Tines, CBS News, Tinme nmagazi ne, and many
others.[19] As sensitive as this issue was, it didn't involve donestic
operations (which are a violation of the CIA's charter), except to the
extent that planted stories would sonetines "bl ow back” as bona fide news
for donestic consunption.

One case in particular, however, suggests that the Cl A was busy
sabot agi ng the underground press as well. Sal Ferrera was recruited by
the CI A sonetinme around 1970. He worked with the Quicksilver Tines in
Washi ngton DC, and covered nunmerous denonstrations for the College Press
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Service. (Seed noney fromthe Cl A hel ped establish CPS in the early 1960s,
al t hough nost staffers did not know this.) Ferrera even worked with a
debuggi ng outfit in Washi ngton, checking tel ephones of novenent groups

for taps.

When CPS sent Ferrera to Paris to report on the Vietnanese peace
negoti ati ons, he ended up befriending ex-Cl A officer Philip Agee, who was
witing his nenoirs. Ferrera was exposed as a Cl A agent in 1975 with the
publication of Agee's "Inside the Conpany: CIA Diary." This bestseller
featured the typewiter Ferrera gave Agee: in the cover photograph, the
padding in the top of the typewiter case is peeled back to reveal a
hom ng transmtter. That sanme year, Ferrera returned to the U S. and
| egal | y changed hi s nane. [ 20]

Not to be outdone, U S mlitary intelligence frequently used nedi a
cover to collect information during denonstrations. The U S. Arny's
"M dwest Audi ovi sual News" scooped up the only TV interview with Abbie
Hof f man during the 1968 Denocratic convention in Chicago. Their Counter-
intelligence Analysis Branch (Cl AB) conpiled organi zational files,
personality files, nug books, and "black lists,” resulting in nore
than 117,000 docunents. These were conputer-indexed under a series of
descriptive categories, which allowed access to a mcrofilmreel and
frame at the push of a button.[21]

There were other filing systens in other |ocations, naintained by
other elenments of the mlitary intelligence bureaucracy. These were fed
partly by overlapping data, as well as by other collection systens. The
U S Intelligence Command (USAINTC), for exanple, had a network of 1500
agents stationed in over 300 posts scattered throughout the country. Sone
of these posts were stocked with comruni cati ons equi pnent, tape recorders,
canmeras, lock-picking kits, lie detectors, and interview roons with two-
way mrrors. Agents were even given kits to forge identification for cover
pur poses. Former arny intelligence captain Christopher Pyle blewthe
whistle on mlitary surveillance in 1970, in the January and July issues
of Washington Monthly. This led to hearings in 1971 by Senator Sam Ervin's
Constitutional Rights Subconmmttee, at which Pyle, CIAB anal yst Ral ph
Stein, and operative Richard Stahl testified.[22]

Sone of the mlitary's effort reflected their fondness for the
"operations center" seen in novies, wth direct lines to |local police
departnents, teletype nmachines to field intelligence units, situation
maps, closed-circuit television, and secure radio |inks. One 180-man
command center was created in 1968 after the riots that foll owed the
assassination of Martin Luther King; by 1969 it was housed in a $2.7
mllion basenent war roomin the Pentagon. Nothing was too insignificant
for this war room's conputer: one printout announced an "anti-war denp"
at West Point, where Vassar "girl students will offer sex to cadets who
sign an anti-war petition." Apart fromthe coverage of denonstrations
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and simlar events, the primary target of mlitary intelligence was the
nation's university and col |l ege canmpuses. [ 23]

The 117-year-old Posse Comtatus Act, which the current anti-
terrorismlegislation will anmend, sharply curtails the rights of the
mlitary to get involved in donestic | aw enforcenent. Nevertheless, in
the late sixties the mlitary was working closely with | ocal and state
police, as well as National Guard units, to coordinate scenarios for the
i npl enentation of martial |law. The Ervin subcomm ttee cane across a naster
plan called "Garden Plot," which was too unspecific to raise Ervin's
eyebrows. Several years later a freelance journalist uncovered docunents
descri bing a sub-plan of Garden Plot. It went by the nanme of "Cable
Splicer," and involved California, Oegon, Washi ngton and Arizona, under
t he conmand of the Sixth Arny.

Cabl e Splicer was developed in a series of California neetings from
1968 to 1972, involving Sixth Army, Pentagon, and National Guard generals,
police chiefs and sheriffs, mlitary intelligence officers, defense
contractors, and executives fromthe tel ephone conpany and utility
conpani es. One neeting was kicked off by Governor Ronal d Reagan:

You know, there are people in the state who, if they could see this
gathering right now and ny presence here, would decide that their
wor st fears and convictions had been realized -- | was planning a
mlitary takeover.

The participants played war ganmes using scenarios that began with
raci al, student, or |abor unrest, and ended with the Arnmy being called in
to bail out the National Guard, usually by sweeping the area to confiscate
private weapons and round up likely troubl emakers. These ganes were
conducted in secrecy, with mlitary personnel dressed in civvies, and
using non-mlitary transportation. Although the docunents on Cable Splicer
covered only four Western states, Brig. Gen. J. L. Jelinek, senior Arny
officer in the Pentagon's National Guard Bureau, knew of "no state that
didn't have sonme formof this [civil disturbance control] exercise within
the last year" under different code nanes.|[24]

Ganes are one thing, while actual offensive operations are another.
The Ervin subconmttee reported that mlitary intelligence groups
conduct ed of fensi ve operations agai nst anti-war and student groups, but
t he Pentagon refused to declassify the rel evant records. Presunably they
never reached the intensity of the FBI's CO NTELPRO operations.[25] The
situation with respect to police departnents was a different matter.
Particularly in Chicago, New York City, Philadel phia and Los Angel es,
as well as in sonme other cities, the police "Red Squads" exceeded the
zeal of the FBI

In Los Angeles from 1977-1981, | worked with a citizens' group to
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docunent the LAPD s intelligence activities, which were still going
strong even then. Qur group uncovered at |east eight LAPD agents in |ocal
organi zati ons, sonme of whom had attended our own neetings. One was even
reporting on city council neetings. After a series of simlar revel ations,
the LAPD intelligence division was finally dissolved by the police

commi ssion in January, 1983.

The final straw for the police comm ssion occurred two nonths
earlier, when it was discovered that files previously ordered destroyed
had been squirreled away by an intelligence officer, Jay Paul, wth the
approval of his superiors. Investigators with search warrants sei zed
ninety cartons of files fromhis nobile hone and other |ocations. Paul was
in the process of feeding this data into the conputers of Wstern CGoal s,
a private organi zati on headed by Congressman Larry MDonal d, and was al so
i nvol ved with Research West, an operation founded by ex-FBI agents which
sold information to corporations. Typical of the files in these cartons
was a four-decade dossier on a state suprene court judge, conpiled to
assess his possible bias against police intelligence practices.|[26]

It's the Chicago Police Departnent that holds the national record for
dirty tricks, however. At tinmes the intelligence unit swelled to 500, and
in 1974, fearing a lawsuit, they destroyed files on 105, 000 i ndivi dual s
and 1, 300 organi zations. Promnent citizens and civic groups were targeted
as often as black nationalists. In 1967 a right-w nger organized the
Legi on of Justice, which clained five chapters in Chicago, each with forty
to sixty nmenbers. These were essentially gangs, and they worked with the
Chicago police to target left-wing groups. Many of their tactics were
illegal, including burglaries to obtain files, bugging, harassnment, and
threats. Sonetines police staked out the scene to nake sure the gang
menbers weren't interrupted.[27]

Today officials in Chicago are involved in negotiations to ease
the restrictions on police spying. These restrictions were inposed by a
consent decree in 1982, after nore than 60 organi zati ons and i ndividual s
sued the city in 1974. Recently police superintendent Matt Rodriguez said
that the limts on police spying are "keeping information fromus that
we shoul d have wth respect to potential crimnal activity, potential
terrorist activity that we could probably be investigating a |ot nore
effectively." H's position is supported by Mayor Richard M Dal ey, whose
father was mayor in the 1960s and 1970s. [ 28]

Despite the high incidence of civil unrest between 1963 and 1968,
vi ol ence clained no nore than 220 |ives and the victins were not the
obj ects of protest but the protesters thenselves: 20 civil rights workers
and nost of the rest ghetto-dwellers. During this period the civil strife

death rate was 1.1 per mllion in this country, conpared to a European
rate of 2.4 per mllion.[29] Neverthel ess, many federal, state, and | ocal
agencies were willing to violate our civil rights, while others collected
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surveillance information with the expectation that it would be useful
| at er, perhaps under martial |aw conditions. This suggests that our
Constitution is much nore fragile than nost people assune.

The sixties were econom ¢ boom years, when a coll ege degree, even in
the humanities, seened to prom se a house and garden on Easy Street. There
was a war in Vietnamthat we could afford to |lose: despite all the death
and destruction, there were no essential American interests involved. And
we had a war on poverty at home that raised consci ousness and expectati ons,
whi ch a wealthy Anerica could afford to win. But those who were not invol ved
in either of the above, whether through support or opposition, nust have
conprised at | east 80 percent of the population. The string-pullers know
that this 80 percent tends to go along, in order to get along.

At the level of manipul ation contenplated by the elites, there is no
genuine left vs. right, no Denocrat vs. Republican, no "wonen and peopl e
of color” vs. "angry white males." These are inposed artificially. In
normal tinmes there's a hodgepodge mnority consisting of the elites,

t he suspicious, the desperate, the dispossessed, and those who think for

t hensel ves. Alongside this there's a hackneyed majority that continues to
pursue their own narrow interests. Wthout the tine or inclination to seek
out information for thensel ves, they subsist on what they are fed by a
centralized mass nedi a.

| ncreasi ngly, however, these are not normal tines. Cklahoma and the
pending anti-terrorismlegislation are a test run of sorts, whether they
started out that way or not. As the econony goes south, and the 80 percent
begin to suspect that there's sonething they aren't being told, all bets
for stability are off. This has inportant people worri ed.

Wt hout the "communists"” to kick around anynore, sone of those who
once underwote WAll Street's global interests by donating their first-
born, are now describing thensel ves as patriots and populists. Many of
t hem have taken a fresh ook at the international ruling class, and
resurrected a long but gnarly tradition of anti-establishnent,
| sol ationist nationalism

Much of the political thinking anong these new patriots is inmmature,
and is short on both research and schol arshi p. Even so, it still describes
the world better than what's left of the Left, with its self-interested
I nsistence on nmulticulturalismand political correctness. The conspiracy
t heori es peddl ed by patriots nmake nore objective sense today, than the
reasons they were given for our involvenent in Viethamdid in the sixties.
That's progress of sorts.

These patriots and populists have shed nost of the racism and
anti-Semtismthat characterized the earlier survivalists. Nowthey're
expressing their opinions by fax, radio, and Internet, they have an ear
to the ground, and -- it nust be said -- they spread |ots of runors.
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But two out of three isn't bad.

The ruling class, to be sure, would prefer that they watch the
OJ. trial.
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COINTELPRO Revisited - Bari/Cherney

NOTE: Judi Bari just recently passed away after fighting the after affects
of her car-bombing for 7 years.

[ 1 NLI NE]

Progress in Bari/Cherney Suit Against the F.B.1.: The NewCO NTELPRO of the
' 90s

[ 1 NLI NE]

by Judi Bari

On May 24, 1990, Darryl Cherney and | were driving through Gakl and on
an organizing tour for Earth First!/Redwood Sunmer when a bonb

expl oded under the driver's seat of ny car. Wthin mnutes of the

bl ast, the FBI and the Qakl and Police Departnent noved in and arrested
us on suspicion of carrying explosives. They |lied outrageously,
claimng that the bonb had been in the back seat, when their own
phot os showed clearly its location directly under ne. [See _Partisan_
No. 1 for photo. -- editors.]

We survived the blast, but | have been crippled for life. Neither the
FBI nor the Qakland Police made any attenpt to find our woul d-be
assassins, but instead used the bonbing as a pretext to begin an

i nvestigation of the environnental novenent.

For the past few years Darryl and | have been battling the FBlI over
their outrageous treatnent of us in the 1990 car-bonbi ng. W have
filed a civil rights lawsuit against them and we have been seeking a
Congressional investigation. Now, finally, both of these efforts seem
to be bearing fruit.

Courtroom Vi ctory

The civil rights lawsuit has passed its final legal hurdle, and is now
headed for trial. In a strongly worded, 3-0 decision, the U S. Court
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of Appeals turned down the FBI's third and | ast attenpt to get the
case thrown out of court. Qur |awsuit charges the FBI and Qakl and
Police with false arrest and civil rights violations. W claimthat
they knew perfectly well that Darryl and | were innocent, and that we
were in fact victinms of a brutal assassination attenpt. Yet the FBI
and police arrested us for the bonbing, and conducted a sl anderous
canpai gn against us in the press, as part of a plan to defane and

di scredit Earth First!

The appeal s court has upheld our right to nake all these changes,

I ncl udi ng those about the FBI's underlying notive to discredit Earth
First!, based on the strength of the evidence we have collected so
far. This evidence includes the police photos of the bonbing scene

t hat show beyond a doubt that the FBI and police deliberately lied
when they arrested Darryl and nme for knowi ngly carrying the bonb. W
have al so gotten access to over 5,000 pages of FBI files on the
bonbi ng case. These files have reveal ed a whol e new | ayer of FBI

m sdeeds, goi ng even beyond what we expected.

Sweepi ng Surveill ance

The FBI files show that no legitinmate search for the bonber was ever
conducted. Instead, the FBI used this case as an excuse to investigate
environnental i sts and their associates, both locally and nationally,

I n a sweeping canpai gn rem ni scent of the 1950's red scare.

Local Iy, under the guise of investigating the bonbing, the FBI | ooked
through the letters to the editor files of nine small honmet own
newspapers, and confiscated letters fromenvironnentalists. The FBI

al so interviewed | ocal police, managenent personnel fromthe tinber
conpani es, and Wse Use Myvenent anti-environnmental activists, asking
themto submt nanes of and information about any and all
environnentalists. Using these nethods, they collected data on
approximately 150 Earth First!ers and other environnental activists in
t he redwood regi on.

Nati onally, the FBI obtained the tel ephone records of fourteen Earth
First!ers and conpiled a |ist of 634 out-of-state phone calls we had
made. The FBI then investigated each of these 634 phone nunbers,
gathering information including nanmes, addresses, physical
descriptions, places of enploynent, crimnal records, and political
associ at es.

Anot her exanpl e of scandal ous FBI behavior revealed in the bonbing
file involves freedomof the press. In one nenp to headquarters, San
Franci sco FBI director Richard Held conpl ai ned about an article
witten by Santa Rosa Press Denocrat_ reporter Mke CGeniella. In that
article, Geniella docunented the FBI's targeting of Earth First! in
Arizona, Montana, and California. Richard Held states in his neno that
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he intends to conplain to the Press Denocrat 's editors about M ke
Geniella' s reporting, and suggests that FBlI chief WIIliam Sessions
conplain to the Press Denocrat 's parent newspaper, the _New York
Times . A few weeks later, Geniella was disciplined by the Press
Denocrat _, and renoved fromhis position as tinber reporter.

Congressi onal Heari ngs

The FBI's investigations of people whose only crine was witing a
letter to the editor or receiving a phone call froman activi st

vi ol ates our nost basic rights of privacy, freedom of speech, and
freedom of association. The use of false charges to franme and

di scredit activists recalls J. Edgar Hoover's illegal CO NTELPRO
canpai gn of political repression, used to disrupt and destroy activi st
groups in the 1960's and ' 70's.

Most extraordinary of all, we found out during the "discovery" phase
of our lawsuit that |aw enforcenent officers who quickly appeared on
the scene after the attenpted nurder of Darryl Cherney and nyself had
just conme froman FBI "bonmb school” held on Louisiana-Pacific Lunber
Conpany | and near Eureka. At the school, FBI and other officers
practiced blowing up cars with bonbs so they could "investigate the
results.”

Hel p Needed

W have gotten support for this case fromvarious social justice
organi zations, including the Center for Constitutional Rights in New
York. Qur awesone | egal team headed by Dennis Cunni ngham of San
Franci sco, has al so donated many hours of free legal work. But with
the current heightened level of activity in this case, this is no

| onger enough, and we nust turn to our supporters for help.

There is a virtual press blackout on the case outside northern
California. If you can spread the word in any way, please contact us.
If you would like to receive updates on the bonbi ng case, please wite
to Redwood Summer Justice Project, and we will put you on our mailing
list.

And of course, if you can contribute toward our costs, any anount
large or small will be appreciated. Checks to fund our FBI work shoul d
be made out to Redwood Summrer Justice Project and nmailed to the
address below. If you would |ike your contribution to be tax
deducti bl e, please indicate this on your check.

Redwood Summer Justice Project, P.O Box 14720, Santa Rosa, California
95402

[Judi Bari is a Mendocino County | abor and environnmental activist.]
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Chapter 3.
"A Rough, Tough, Dirty Business"

SOMETI ME during the night of March 8, 1971, a person or persons

unknown broke into the FBI resident agency in Media, Pennsylvania. The

| oot taken by the burglars consisted of confidential files on
i ndi vi dual s and organi zations that apparently had been targ eted by
t he Bureau for surveillance and harassnent.

The purl oi ned dossiers were delivered anonynously to the

sensation-hungry nedia, where they were given wde circul ati on. Anbng

t he docunents were sonme which carried the designation Cointel pro, a

termwhich, until that tinme, was unknown outside the FBI. The acronym

which, it turned out, was an abbreviation for Counterintelligence

Program aroused the interest of an alert newsnan (Carl Stern of NBC),

who filed a Freedom of Information lawsuit to conpel the FBI to
rel ease ot her docunents conpiled in the cours e of the Bureau's
Coi nt el pro operations.

Caught in the glare of publicity, the FBI announced that for "security

reasons" it was termnating the Programas of April 27, 1971. The
action cane a decade and a half too |late. Docunents pried | oose from
the Bureau in freedomof-information suits disclos ed what the
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Washi ngt on Post accurately described as "an incredi ble pattern of
abuse, " extendi ng back over a period of 15 years.

The FBI's covert action - i.e., "dirty tricks" - programres agai nst
Anerican citizens were, in fact, vigilante operations using techniques
adopted outright fromwartine counterintelligence capers directed

agai nst eneny agents and saboteurs. Hence the m sno ner given the

proj ect.

Descri bing the kind of operations which had been used agai nst foreign
intelligence agents, and later transferred to donestic targets, forner
assistant FBI Director Wlliam C. Sullivan told the Senate Sel ect
Conmittee:

"This is a rough, tough, dirty business, and dangerous ... No hol ds
were barred.”

The "dirty business" included unauthorized buggi ng and w retappi ng;
mai | openi ng; warrantl ess break-ins ("black bag jobs"); anonynously
mai ling reprints of newspaper and nagazine articles (sone of them
planted in the press by the Bureau itself); dissem nat ing defamatory
I nformati on regarding individuals, nuch of it false; encouraging
street warfare between viol ence-prone groups; contacting an enpl oyee
with derogatory information about a person to get the target fired;
using the RS to harass individuals an d organi zations by audit; and
So on.

As one newspaper witer put it, "alnost nothing - beyond | ack of
I magi nation - appears to have Iimted the range of dirty tricks' used
by the FBI . . ."

The expl anation offered by the Bureau for its illegal acts was that
the agency found themto be necessary to protect national security (a
catch-all pleading invoked by all federal agencies to justify their

| aw ess conduct); and to prevent viol ence.

That too facile a rationale runs aground, however, on two facts: the
FBI targeted groups and individuals which did not renotely pose a
threat to national security; and many of the Cointel pro victinms were
non-vi olent in both word and deed.

In the programme's | ater phases, it becane clear that it was being
used agai nst persons and organi zati ons whose beliefs were repugnant to
the Bureau. In short, Cointel pro was J. Edgar Hoover's secret war

agai nst what he consi dered "dangerous" ideas, or sometines against

I ndi vi dual s who were unpopular with his friends and supporters.

What conceivable threat to national security or potential for
vi ol ence, for instance, was involved in the Cointel pro operation in
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whi ch the Bureau wote an anonynous letter to the parents of a

M chigan State University co-ed, telling themthat their daughter er had
"a serious infection,"” inplying that she had contracted a venereal

di sease?

O, the instance in which FBI agents in Madi son, Wsconsin "fingered"
for Dane County police a co-ed who danced nude in a production of

Pet er Pan, because they didn't like her political views? (The

menor andum covering the op notes with satisfaction: "Local charges
wer e brought against her.")

O the 2,370 approved CO NTELPRO programmes that have been di scl osed so
far, perhaps the saddest and nost disgraceful of all was the operation
against the filmactress jean Seberqg.

Docunents obtained fromthe FBI under the Freedom of |nformation Act
reveal that in 1970, agents in the Bureau's Los Angeles Division, with
t he approval of Washi ngton headquarters, concocted a schene to ruin
her reputation by spreading a runor that she was pregnant by a Bl ack
Pant her | eader.

At the tinme, Seberg was married to French D pl omat Romain Gary.

The plot was initiated by the Special Agent in charge of the FBlI Los
Angel es office with a request, dated April 27,1970 and submitted to
the Director in Washington. It read:

"Bureau perm ssion is requested to publicize the pregnancy of Jean
Seberg, well-known novie actress by (nane del eted) Bl ack Panther (BPP)
(del eted) by advi sing Hol |l ywood " Gossi p-Col umi sts” in the Los Angel es
area of the situation. It is felt that the poss ible publication of
Seberg's plight could cause her enbarrassnent and serve to cheapen her
I mage with the general public.

“ "It is proposed that the following letter froma fictitious person
be sent to | ocal col umists:

"I was just thinking about you and remenbered | still owe you a favor.
SO ---- 1 was in Paris last week and ran into Jean Seberg, who was
heavy with baby. | thought she and Romaine [sic] had gotten together
agai n, but she confided the child belonged to (de |letted) of the Black
Pant hers, one (deleted). The dear girl is getting around!

"Anyway, | thought you m ght get a scoop on the others. Be good and
"Il see you soon

' Love,

'Sol .,
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“Usual precautions would be taken by the Los Angeles Division to
preclude identification of the Bureau as the source of the letter if
approval is granted.”

The agent nmking this proposal signed the docunent with his initials,
RWH. It was approved by Ms superiors, WSG and RVB. Wiile the FBI has
refused to identify these agents, according to a source close to the
activity, the originator of the nenorandum was R Ri chard Wl |l ace Hel d,
| ater pronoted to the job of Inspector with the Bureau in Washi ngton.
The sane informant identified the special agent in charge as Wsley G
Grapp, now retired; and RVMB as Richard M Bl oesser, also retired, but
then a supervisor over S quad #2 in the Los Angel es office.

On information and belief (as the |lawers say) the Bl ack Panther

| eader naned in the proposition was Raynond (Masia) Hewit. In a
separate op, the FBI falsely identified himas an undercover i nformant
for the agency. The official letter was planted in his ¢ ar with the
expectation that one of his fellow Panthers would find it and assault
hi m

Days | ater, approval for the project canme fromthe FBI headquarters in
Washi ngt on. The menorandum cont ai ned a note of caution.

"To protect the sensitive source of information from possible
conprom se and to insure the success of your plan, Bureau feels it
woul d be better to wait approximately two additional nonths until
Seberg's pregnancy woul d be obvious to everyone."

The headquarters nmenorandum al so added this note:

"Jean Seberg has been a financial supporter of the BBP and shoul d be
neutralized. Her current pregnancy by (nanme deleted) while still
married affords an opportunity for such effort.

In ternms of circulation, the FBI's black propaganda effort net with
not abl e success. On May 19, 1970, Los Angel es Tinmes keyhol e col umi st
Joyce Haber included the defamatory tidbit in her day's reportage.
Haber's effusion was thereafter picked up and repri nted by Newsweek
magazi ne, the Anerican Wekly, and a French publication called M nute.

The actress' French husband said that soon after reading the false
stories, his wfe, who was then in the seventh nonth of her
pregnancy'; had to be hospitalized. Three days later, she went into
| abor and gave birth to a stillborn child, a white fenmal e.

The infant was placed in an open casket so that those who may have
bel i eved the cruel canard could viewthe truth in its nost tragic
setting.
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Romain Gary affirmed that he was the child's father, and said that the
shock of losing the child made the actress becone psychotic. Every
year, on the anniversary of the incident, she attenpted suicide.

Finally, on Septenber 10, 1979, the denouenent of the harrow ng events
set in notion by the FBI, occurred. Jean Seberg died in the back seat
of her car in Paris, of an overdose of barbituates.

Gary tersely delivered the | ast summary of the case:
"Jean Seberg was destroyed by the FBI."

In a face-saving editorial, the Los Angeles Tines deeply regretted
that that newspaper had carried the calumy, but took consolation in a
statenent issued by FBI Director WlliamH Wbster, to wit:

"The days when the FBI used derogatory infornmation to conbat advocates
of unpopul ar causes have | ong since passed. W are out of that
busi ness forever."

No such consolation is to be found, however, in the final report of
the Senate Select Committee which investigated the Cointel operations.
The conmm ttee concl uded:

"Cointel pro activities may continue today under the rubric of
"investigation.'

“"The word 'counterintelligence' had no fixed neaning even before the
prograns were term nated. The Bureau w tnesses agreed that there is a
| arge gray area between 'counterintelligence' and 'aggressive

I nvestigation,' and that headquarters supervisors sonet inmes had
difficulty in deciding which should go on certain proposals.

" Aggressive investigation continues, and nay be nore disruptive than

covert action. An anonynous letter (Cointelpro) can be ignored as the
wor k of a crank; an overt approach by the Bureau ('investigation') is
not so easily dism ssed. The |ine between infor mation collection and
harrassnment can be extrenely thin." (Enphasis added.)

The Committee al so notes that the nenorandum officially term nating
the Cointel programes contained a slippery proviso, which read:

“In exceptional circunstances where it i s considered
counterintelligence [Cointel] action is warranted, recommendations
shoul d be submtted to the Bureau under individual case caption to
which it pertains. These recomendations will be considered on an ind
I vi dual basis."

What this neant, quite sinply, was that in future, Cointel pro-type
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operations would be buried in the Bureau's 500,000 case files, each
one of which would have to be searched to turn up all the Cointel pro
actions.

When the Conmttee asked the FBI to provide it wwth a |ist of any
Cointel pro activities undertaken since the programmes were officially
abol i shed on April 28, 1971, the Bureau at first said that a review
had "failed to develop any information indicating po st-term nation
Cointel pro activity."

Afterward, however, the Bureau | ocated and furnished to the Commttee
two i nstances of such operations. Commttee investigators discovered a
third instance on their, own. How nany others have taken and are
taking place, is a matter of conjecture.

The fact is that, whatever public posture the Bureau nay have adopted
officially, the agents involved in Cointelpro, alnbst to a man have
def ended their despicable acts as proper and necessary. One Cointel pro
unit chief declared: "The Bureau people did not think that they were
doi ng anything wong and nost of us to this day do not think we were
doi ng anyt hi ng wong."

That was the feeling of Section Chief Goerge C. Moore as well: "I
thought | did sonething very inportant during those days. | have no
apol ogies to make for anything we did, really."

In 1974, then-FBlI Director O arence Kelley commented on the Cointel
programmes thus:

"For the FBI to have done | ess under the circunstances woul d have been
an abdication of its responsibilities to the Anerican people.”

When three top FBI officials were arraigned on April 21, 1978 for
conspiring to violate the rights of citizens by authorizing break-ins,
a cromd of 750 FBI agents held a denonstration outside the Washi ngton
court, indicating their support of a solidarity with the accused.
Speci al Agent Patrick Conner fromthe New York field office, which had
carried out the alleged break-ins into residences of innocent friends
and relatives of the fugitives they sought, told nedia
representatives:

“Let this event today clearly reflect our personal conmtnent and show
the Anerican people that our fight against those terrorists was
not hi ng nore than our just and sworn duty."

It was, of course, much nore than their "sworn duty.” It was a serious

violation of the | aw

But, as this and other post-Cointel pro events clearly show, inside the
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, there has really been no change of
heart; nmerely a change of record-keeping.

Whet her the Church of Scientology was formally a part of the

Coi ntel pro or not, many of the sane techni ques used by the FBI during
the 15 years that those programmes were in operation, were al so

enpl oyed agai nst Sci entol ogi sts.

During nore than 20 years, the Bureau conducted a deliberate snear
canpai gn agai nst the church, one which has had | asting effects. The
agency becane an avid collector of unfavourable news stories and
magazi ne articles concerning Scientology and its founder . Enquiries
fromindividuals, other agencies and foreign governnents were all
provided with these materials and referred to other sources of
derogatory all egati ons.

To conceal the fact that the FBI was the source of the slander, Hoover
woul d introduce the libel with the statenent that "No investigation
has been conducted by this Bureau concerni ng Hubbard [ or

"Sci entol ogy"]. However, our files reveal that There would t hen
follow a deadly sel ection of venenous gossip, runmour and fal se
publ i shed reports fromthe copious FBI files, but attributed to other
founts.

Sonetimes, the Director would close his letter with the words: "I am
encl osing sone material which | thought you mght like to have."

The "material"” refeffed to would be a packet of black propaganda in
the formof raw data accunul ated by the Bureau.

Over the years, the defamatory reports thus generated by the FBI began
to percol ate anong ot her governnental agencies and departnents which,
in turn, built their own files and becane new centers for further

di ffusion of the fal sehoods. The exchange was a ¢ ontagi on that
eventual ly spread to the renotest corner of the world. (See chart on
adj oi ni ng page.)

I nternal nenoranda clearly show that Hoover was aware that the Church
of Sci entol ogy was neither violence-prone nor subversive. His letters
to his own field offices contain such statenents as the foll ow ng
(sent to the Special Agent in Charge in San Franci sco):

"Bufiles contain no informati on of a subversive nature regarding
captioned organi zation or its president, Lafayette Ron Hubbard."

To outside term nals, however, the Bureau sent "confidential"
informati on quoting informants as having asserted that the church was
i nvol ved in drugs, brainwashing, Conmuni sm atheismand materialism
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Reports of this kind were sent to, anong others, the CIA the Al askan
State Police, the British Governnent, the Wiite House, and to the
| egal attache at the U S. Enbassy in Paris.

The Director's oft-repeated statenent (in coffespondence to outsiders)
that the Bureau had conducted no investigation of Hubbard or the
Sdent ol ogi sts was untrue.

As early as 1951, the FBlI began an internal security investigation of
Hubbard and hi s organi zati on. Docunents reveal that "contacts" inside
the Chicago branch of the Hubbard D anetics Foundation (a precursor of
the Church of Scientol ogy) conducted a detail ed investigation and
supplied the Bureau with details as to the business affairs, office
personnel, and procedures of various branches across the country.
Later the FBI planted undercover agents in the church to spy upon its
menbers and mnisterial staff a nd to make regular reports to the
agency.

(dick here for Picture) The web of intrigue and bl ack propaganda.
Li nes, all emanating from Washington, D.C. each illustrate a false
report regarding the Church of Scientol ogy.

One of these secret agents was naned Chico Henderson, who canme to Los
Angeles fromFlint, Mchigan, where he had worked as an undercover
sleuth for the Flint Police Depart nent. In a sworn statenent, nmade
after he discontinued his work for the FBI, Henders on said he had
been recruited for the job by FBI Special Agent Jim Qopy. Agent Oppy
was |ater to play an inportant role in the Governnent's persecuting of
t he church.

Anot her "confidential informant” for the FBI was Jack Graham who was
a menber of the church. Beginning in 1973, G aham worked for the Los
Angel es office of the Bureau during the ensuing five years. H's FB
contact was Special Agent Robert Kil bane.

It is not known what inducenent Agent Kil bane used to enlist G ahams
service as a spy in his church; but in an affidavit sworn to by G aham
in October 1977, he states:

“I'n Chicago in late 1974 or early nonths of 1975 | called FBI Agent
Robert Kilbane in Los Angel es, seeking to nmake a deal to obtain his
assi stance in a crimnal case then pending against ny father. M.
Kil bane referred ne to the FBI agent in Chicago who, K il bane said,
may be able to help ne."

Graham said that later, "in the early nonths of 1976, 1 put ny father

in touch with Agent Tucci [of the Drug Enforcenent Agency] and the
DEA, through Agent Tucci, sent ny father to Mexico Gty pursuant to
their agreenent.”
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Wil e carrying out assignnents for the FBI in Chicago, G ahamsaid
that, upon the instructions of FBI Special Agent Robin Tonmlin, he nade

an illegal purchase of a sem automatic pistol. He was then given $50
by Agent Tomin to illegally purchase a .38 calib er revolver. (The
inplication here is that the FBI were having the illegal purchases

made to entrap a suspect.)

Upon returning to Los Angeles on April 15, 1977, G aham resuned
contact with Agent Robert Kil bane. The G man asked the informant to
help himfind out if any nenbers of the Church of Scientol ogy were
engaged in unlawful activities.

Graham offered to induce a friend who had access to the Church's
GQuardian O fice to obtain docunents for the FBI. Agent Kil bane told

hi mthe Bureau was not interested in docunents fromthe church because
"we have a whole storeroomfull of them™

I nstead, he told Gahamthat he did want the nane of any church nenber
responsi ble for break-ins at U S. Governnment installations to steal
of ficial docunents.

"I have no know edge or information that in any way supports Agent

Ki | bane's allegation of illegal activities on the part of nenbers of
the Church of Scientology," Gahamdeclared in a sworn statenent nade
March 3, 1978.

John Col e, another FBI snooper who was assigned to get a line on the
Sci entol ogi sts, apparently junbled his m ssion sonewhere al ong the

way, and got his coneuppance at the scene. In 1971, he sued church
nmenbers Terry M I ner and Henni ng Hel dt who, he allege d, assaulted him
in the church offices. He had been there in search of confidenti al

I nformation, for which he assured the two church executives, he was
willing to pay.

When it cane to pressing his suit in court, however, Cole had a
problem On January 27, 1971, Mdton B. Holt, Jr., his |legal counsel
wote to the United States Attorney in Los Angel es:

“"Confirm ng our conversation, | amattaching interrogatories in

subj ect action by which defendants seek to discover information of M.
Cole's prior activities which included undercover work, speci al
assignnment and informant duties in various Governnental a gencies,
including the justice Departnment, Senator Eastland's Conmttee, the
FBI, the CIA the G 11, and others. The FBI recommended that | contact
your office with respect to any suggestions you nay have to avoid
answering any of the propounded questions in this area.

"M. Cole advises that the information is highly confidential fromthe
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Governnent's vi ewpoi nt and di sclosure of the sane is not in the
i nterest of national security and, further, would endanger the lives
of at least four Governnment agents.

"I have various citations which could be used including the |Internal
Security Act, the Espionage and Censorship Act and vari ous
Departnental Orders.™

Attorney Holt said that the Judge hearing the case had granted the
def endants' notion to conpel himto answer questions on the grounds
that such questions were material to show | oss of earnings while Cole
was hospitalized. He added:

"Col e does not want to appeal due to the publicity involved. The
original story when the suit was filed was squel ched by the FBI."
(Enphasi s added.)

An intelligence report dated January 29, 1969 filed in the Drug

Enf orcenent Agency archives throws additional |ight on Cole's
activities. The docunent lists articles taken fromchurch offices in
Los Angeles. It is captioned, "From Cole -To: Slagel."

In 1974, Tom Johnson, FBI Special Agent in San Francisco, tried over a
peri od of several nonths to recruit a young Sci entol ogy student naned
Janes Robert Wl der to beconme an undercover operative in the church

"He made it clear to ne that if | was caught, they would handle it. |

asked, why nme? They said we'll pay you noney. Al you have to do is
give us sonething that will hold up legally in court against
Sci entol ogy. "

Wel der said he would think over the proposition. He was contacted by
Agent Johnson again three days |ater.

"I got a phone call and he said, this is M. Johnson. He told ne to go
to Marchetti's, a bar across the street fromwirk. He told ne soneone
woul d neet ne there after work."

Johnson and anot her FBI agent nmet Welder in the parking | ot and drove
himto a residential section about five mles fromthe bar. There they
par ked on the side of the road.

"They asked me what | had decided, and | told theml was willing to
| ook at the deal they had."

The Agents offered Wl der $800 a nonth, and pay for his study courses
i n Scientol ogy, as well as reinbursenent for the noney he had al ready
invested in his classes.

"I told himl'd like to think about it sone nore. He said, 'W']l
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contact you in about a week.'

Later, a man cane to Wl der's apartnent, saying he had been sent by
Agent Johnson to teach the youth karate. "He said if | was invol ved
with them!1 could have no weapon, so | ought to be able to defend
nyself and that they'd be in the background. | had mad e no agreenent
to cooperate; but he cane over three days a week."

In the end, Wl der deci ded agai nst becom ng a spy. "I decided not to
get involved. | wanted Scientology. | saw him[Johnson] on Cctober 3,
1974 at Sanbo's and told himl wanted out, what did | have to do?

"He said, 'Nothing; just drop out.' He said if I tried to prove
anyt hing against them it wouldn't do any good. He asked ne why | had
changed ny mnd. | said it was just a personal feeling."

Docunents reveal that the FBI (as well as other federal agencies) had
secret operatives at work in virtually every branch of the Church of
Sci entol ogy. Material obtained under the Freedom of |Information Act

al so makes it clear that in sone instances, churc h nenbers were
coerced into supplying the agency with confidential information, by
the threat of, or offer of inmunity fromcrimnal prosecution on sone
charge unrelated to Scientol ogy.

In addition to paid spies, spiteful runmour nongers, and coerced

i nformants, intelligence agencies of the Governnent nade use of
il1legal wretapping and bugging in their warfevered assault on the
Church of Scientol ogy.

The nature and extent of this global, electronic eavesdropping wll
never be known. Many of the guilty weasels have been too adroit at
covering their tracks.

Judgi ng fromthe docunentary evidence avail abl e, however, the
coordinated efforts of the foll ow ng agenci es have been nassive and

wi despread: the National Security Agency, the U S. Justice Departnent,
FBI, FDA, CIA |IRS, Bureau of Custons, Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration
(DEA, fornerly the BNDD), the Departnent of Defense, the Defense
Intelligence Service, Interpol, US. State Departnent, U S. Post
Ofice, US Immgration and Naturalization Service, Bureau of

Al cohol, Tobacco and Firearns (BATF), Departnen t of Labor; Depart nent
of Health, Education and Wl fare (HEW, the Secret Service, and the
police departnments of 26 Anerican cities, from New York to Honol ul u;
from Montpelier, Vernont to Dallas, Texas.

In addition to these federal, state and | ocal agenci es,

Sci entol ogi sts' |egal representatives have called for a review of the
I nvestigative files of |awenforcenent and intelligence services in 41
foreign countries.
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The i mense difficulty of recovering records of intrusions, the
majority of themillegal, on such a vast scale, augurs |little success
i n the undertaki ng.

Here at honme, the case of the FBlI is typical. Testinony before the
Senate Select Conmmttee revealed that prior to 1960, the agency

mai ntai ned only rudinentary indicies in each of its field offices.
There was no central index; and the often-anbiguous files kept in the
field offices "were believed to be inadequate by Justice Depart nent
officials."

FBI spokesnen admtted to the Senate commttee that even after the
Bureau had established a central index, ELSUR (el ectronics
surveillance), at their headquarters in Washi ngton, overhears nmay not
have been recorded, | ogs have been destroyed, and voi ces not

i mredi ately identifiable, have not been indexed, even though they were
singled out later.

During the course of |egal proceedings, ELSUR supervisor John Snythe
testified that the FBI central index includes only full nanes of

per sons eavesdropped on, dates of the overhear, and the field office
source of the report. In other words, the integrity o f the index
depends upon the Bureau's field offices sending to the central files
the full nanes, or the first and suspected surnanes of the individuals
bei ng nmoni tored. Agent Snythe conceded that field offices do not

al ways do that. (Al nost certainly an un derstatenent of the
situation.)

Snythe said that there is no topical listing in the centralized ELSUR
I ndex, although such a listing is conveniently tucked away by code
name in the agency general index of investigations. Mreover, the

I ndex does not |ist surveillance by tel ephone nunber, address, or
case; nor does it record surveillances conducted on tel ephones unl ess
the full nane of the user is known.

He further testified that he woul d have no way of know ng whet her

ot her agencies - state, |local or otherwise - had provided the FBI wth
i nformation derived fromtheir own electronic traps. At the sane tine,
he said, when FBI field offices request permssi on to nake a "tap
search," the headquarters approval always includes the follow ng

advi ce:

"It is suggested that you contact any other federal agencies to
determine if they have conducted any el ectronic surveillance" [of the
sanme subject]. Wen other agencies do provide a field office with data
fromtheir owmn wiretap files, only the field office keeps case files

i ndicating the source of the information. The FBI, |ike other federal
intelligence agencies, is careful to conceal its exchange of covertly
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obt ai ned data with other |aw enforcenent bodies including |ocal police
depart nents.

In an affidavit submtted to a U S. District Court by a | awer
representing an executive of the Church of Scientol ogy, the attorney
notes that "The FBI Manual of Instruction provides that information
may be transmitted to a | ocal | aw enforcenment agency on blind

menor anda, 'which is plain stationery with no identification of the
FBI as the source ... Mdreover, the FBI transmtted these 'blind
menoranda' only if the | ocal police agreed that the Bureau's 'identity
as source of the information nmust be kept str ictly confidential."'"

It is a conmon practice for information to be passed between the
various agencies by an informal "buddy" system that is, in an oral
exchange between the agents concer ned.

The Scientol ogy attorney just quoted al so observes: "Because of the
above descri bed i nadequaci es of the records, and the proven rel uctance
of the agencies to make thorough searches [of their files] and honest
di scl osures, the case annuals are replete with instances of bel ated

di scl osures after denials were accepted by the courts as conplete and
credi ble.™

Il1legal surveillance is often disguised in agency reports by
attributing the information to code nanes or to "confidenti al
i nformant . "

Anot her stratagem enpl oyed by federal agencies for disposing of
evidence of illegal eavesdropping is for agents to listen to tapes of
the intercepted conversations, fromwhich they obtain investigative

| eads, and then erase them

Warrantl ess wiretapping is not an unconmon practice anong | ocal police
departnments in the U S., sonetines with the know edge, and the
financial and technical help of the FBI.

Docunents rel eased under the Freedom of Information Act reveal that
pol i ce departnments throughout the United States participated in the
federal conspiracy against the Church of Scientology. There is
docunent ed evi dence that police in New York, Washington, D.C. ,
Detroit, Los Angel es and Eureka, California engaged in surveillance of
the church. At the sanme tinme, they received from and dissen nated to,
the federal agencies information obtained from various sources.

It is, of course, difficult for a private citizen or group to prove a
wiretap or electronic intrusion conducted by | aw enforcenent
personnel. It has been shown in testinony before Congressional

I nvestigative commttees that tel ephone conpanies cooperate w th
federal agencies such as the FBI and the IRS in their unauthorized

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/fbi_cofs.html (13 of 17) [10/13/2002 11:26:58 AM]



COINTELPRO

eavesdropping. A significant nunber of tel ephone conpany security
officers are fornmer FBlI special agents, still fiercely loyal to the
Bureau and, it may be fairly assuned, in conplete ac cord with the
practices of their former coll eagues.

Not |ong ago, the Ruff Tinmes, a widely circul ated newsletter published
by conservative econom st Howard Ruff, reported that they had been
provided with a tel ephone nunber which, when dialed, wuld indicate
whet her the subscriber's phone was tapped. The num ber was (213)
348-0003. A busy signal would indicate that the caller's tel ephone was
“tuned in." On the other hand, a wavering, whistling sound signified
that the phone fromwhich the call was bei ng nade was unt apped.

| medi ately after publication of this intelligence, the tel ephone
conpany installed an answering device at the nunber, on which a
recorded voi ce decl ared:

"The nunber you have reached is for Pacific Tel ephone internal use,
and in no way wll it determine if a tel ephone is being wretapped."

The busy signals, or the wavering, whistling sounds previously
encount ered when the nunber was di al ed, were now absent. The tel ephone
conpany did not disclose what "internal use" the nunber had.

During recent years, the tel ephone has becone an instrunment of
frustration and annoyance to many Sci entol ogi sts. The nature, extent
and frequency of the difficulties they have experienced refl ect
adversely on the qualifications of the instructors who teach
Governnment-run semnars in the use of surveillance equi pnent. Curious
noi ses on the line, disrupted service, verbal encounters with
unidentified individuals on the |line, overhears of federal agents
talking to each other or "reporting in," - all these and ot her
contretenps neke it plain that undercover operatives in the |ower
echel ons are in urgent need of additional training in intrusion

t echni ques.

On occasion, the tapee has | earned of his ghostly listeners from

of ficial sources. For instance, Ms. WIIliam Franks, a Scientologits,
affirmed under oath: "That on or about the 7th of August, 1975, DC

Met ropol i tan Pol i ceman Bobby Condon called ne on the t el ephone at the
address of the Founding Church of Scientol ogy, 2125 S St., NW

Washi ngton, D.C. The nunber at which Condon called was 797-1204.
During this conmuni cation, Condon asked ne to go to anot her phone,
because the phone at which we were speaking w as w retapped; however,
he refused to el aborate further or nane the source of the tap or the
source of his information of the tap. "

I n anot her sworn statenent, John Taussig, a nmenber of the church's
Gaurdi an staff, reported that since My, 1974, he has on nunerous
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occasi ons noticed curious acoustic phenonena while using the tel ephone
lines of the |legal office. He states that the nost f requent and

noti ceabl e noi ses have been nysterious clicking sounds. He has al so on
several occasions experienced interruptions which clearly did not
originate in his telephone or that of the party with whom he was
conversing. He avers that other staff nmenb ers have conplained to him
or to other nenbers of the | egal departnent of simlar

experi ences.

At |least two attorneys representing Scientol ogy defendants in a
crimnal case have been the subject of Governnent eavesdroppi ng. One
of the lawyers, Philip Hirschkop, was overheard by the FBI on nunerous
occasions. The FBI has admtted to the overhears in 1971, but the
contents of these taps have not been di vul ged, nor has an exam nation
of the agents involved been conduct ed.

Anot her prom nent attorney, who was representing Mary Sue Hubbard,

wi fe of Scientology's founder, was al so "overheard." Benjamn
Cviletti, now U S. Attorney General, admtted in a letter to attorney
Leonard B. Boudin that "various conversations to which y ou were a
party were overheard by the Bureau as a result of electronic

surveill ance of other subjects. "

The Governnent clained that all except one of the nonitored
conversations were classified, "but will be reviewed for possible
classification."

To date, neither the unclassified intercept, nor those to be revi ewed,
have been reveal ed.

Sonetimes, when the tin ear on the Scientology |ines overheard
sonet hi ng unfavorable to the Bureau, he hit the interference button.
That' s what happened when Jon Christian Volz was dictating a news
release to Radio Station WISB in North Carolina.

"“An announcer fromthe station, Don Babson, had previously said that
he wanted to have ny story. | made the call froma tel ephone in the
church's offices.

"Whilst | was dictating, the phone went dead. | called back and the
sane thing happened. | called again, and this tine Don Babson asked if
the phone | was calling fromwas tapped. | told himthat this was a

di stinct possibility and he said that in his expe rience he had had
news itens constantly cut off whilst being relayed over the phone if
those tapping the phone did not want the nessage to be rel ayed.”

After six unsuccessful attenpts at unbroken conmunication, Volz tried
anot her tel ephone in the church office. After the second try on this
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phone, he was able to read the full dispatch.

"On each attenpt, ny call was cut off at precisely the sane point in
ny dictating of the rel ease. This happened whether | read the rel ease
slowy or quickly, so was not after a uniformtine period fromthe
start of the call.

"The call was cut off each tine after | had read the first six |ines,
whi ch read as foll ows:

" '"The FBI was forced |ast week in a Freedom of Information suit to
admt that they were involved in dirty tricks and disinformation
techni ques agai nst citizens and groups.

"What wasn't rel eased was that the Defense Departnent is also fully
involved in this type of harrassnent.' "

At that point, the hidden censor pulled the plug.

Appel ate courts have recogni zed the near-inpossibility of proving
il1legal wretaps by Governnent agents. For that reason, they have
generally held that a showi ng need not be nore el aborate or even nore
specific than a nere assertion of illegal surveillance . To require
nore, they have correctly reasoned, would inpose a m ninal burden on
the Governnent while requiring a defendant to run a hopel ess obstacl e
course in their struggle against official conceal nent.

Furthernore, said the courts, the nere say-say of the prosecutor that
there has been no unlawful intrusion is not an adequate response. A
search of agency records is required.

In one case, involving two grand jury w tnesses (who were not even
crimnal defendants), the court observed:

“I'f we were to hold that a witness could nake a 'claim only when he
has found an electronic bug in his honme, heard nysterious bleeps in
his tel ephone or rifled the files of the Justice Departnent, we would
merely succeed in encouraging the Governnent to i nprove its security
as well as its technol ogy."

Even if Governnent prosecutors nust show that a search of files in ten
agenci es (which seens to be the present m ni num acceptabl e to higher
courts), the inadequate record-keeping and deliberate conceal nent by
federal agencies will always give the Governnen t the edge in the
matter of illegal electronic surveil ance.

Then, too, there remains the question of covertly obtained information
inthe files of "friendly" foreign intelligence agencies. Such files -
and there are a great nunber of themw ||l always remain beyond the
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reach of U. S. courts.
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Intimidation

Federal Bureau of Intim dation

by
Howar d Zi nn

This HTML docunent is a production of Covert Action Quarterly.

| thought it would be good to tal k about the FBI because they talk
about us. They don't like to be tal ked about. They don't even |like the
fact that you're listening to them being tal ked about. They are very
sensitive people. If you ook into the history of the FBI and Martin
Lut her Ki ng-whi ch now has becone notorious in that totally notorious
history of the FBI- the FBI attenpted to neutralize, perhaps kill him
perhaps get himto commt suicide, certainly to destroy himas a

| eader of black people in the United States. And if you follow the
progression of that treatnment of King, it starts, not even with the
Mont gonery Bus Boycott; it starts when King begins to criticize the
FBI. You see, then suddenly Hoover's ears, all four of them perk up.
And he says, okay, we have to start working on King.

| was interested in this especially because | was reading the Church
Commttee report. In 1975, the Senate Select Commttee investigated
the CIA and the FBI and issued vol um nous reports and pointed out at
what point the FBlI becane interested in King. In 1961-62 after the
Mont gonmery Bus Boycott, after the sit-ins, after the Freedom Ri des of
'61, there was an outbreak of namss denonstrations in a very little,
very Sout hern, al nost slave town of southern Georgia called Al bany.
There had been nothing like this in that town. A quiet, apparently
passi ve town, everybody happy, of course. And then suddenly the bl ack
peopl e rose up and a good part of the black popul ation of Al bany ended
up in jail. There were not enough jails for all who denonstrat ed.

A report was nmade for the Southern Regional Council of Atlanta on the
events in Al bany. The report, which was very critical of the FBlI, cane
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out in the New York Tinmes. And King was asked what he thought of the
role of the FBI. He said he agreed with the report that the FBlI was
not doing its job, that the FBI was racist, etcetera, etcetera.

At that point, the FBI also inquired who the author of that report
was, and asked that an investigation begin on the author. Since | had

witten it, | was interested in the FBI's interest in the author. In
fact, | sent away for whatever information the FBI had on ne, through
the Freedom of Information Act. | becane curious, | guess. | wanted to

test nyself because if | found that the FBI did not have any dossier
on nme, it would have been trenendously enbarrassing and I woul dn't
have been able to face ny friends. But, fortunately, there were
several hundred pages of absolutely inconsequential material. Very
consequential for the FBI, | suppose, but inconsequential for any
intelligent person.

I'"mtal king about the FBI and U.S. denocracy because here we have this
peculiar situation that we live in a denocratic country-everybody
knows that, everybody says it, it's repeated, it's dinned into our
ears a thousand tines, you grow up, you pledge allegiance, you salute
the flag, you hail denocracy, you |look at the totalitarian states, you
read the history of tyrannies, and here is the beacon |ight of
denocracy. And, of course, there's sone truth to that. There are
things you can do in the United States that you can't do many ot her

pl aces without being put in jail.

But the United States is a very conplex system It's very hard to
descri be because, yes, there are elenents of denocracy; there are
things that you're grateful for, that you're not in front of the death
squads in El Salvador. On the other hand, it's not quite a denocracy.
And one of the things that makes it not quite a denocracy is the

exi stence of outfits like the FBI and the CIA Denocracy is based on
openness, and the existence of a secret policy, secret lists of

di ssident citizens, violates the spirit of denocracy. There are a | ot
of other things that nmake the U S. less than a denocracy. For

i nstance, what happens in police stations, and in the encounters

bet ween police and citizens on the street. O what happens in the
mlitary, which is a kind of fascist enclave inside this denocracy. O
what happens in courtroons which are supposedly little repositories of
denocracy, yet the courtroomis presided over by an enperor who

deci des everything that happens in a courtroom-what evidence is

gi ven, what evidence is withheld, what instructions are given to the
jury, what sentences are ultimately nmeted out to the guilty and so on.

So it's a peculiar kind of denocracy. Yes, you vote. You have a

choice. dinton, Bush and Perot! It's fantastic. Tinme and Newsweek.
CBS and NBC. It's called a pluralist society. But in so many of the
little places of everyday life in which life is lived out, sonehow
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denocracy doesn't exist. And one of the creepi ng hands of
totalitariani smrunning through the denocracy is the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation.

| think it was seeing the film M ssissippi Burning that led me to want
to talk about the FBI. | had sort of reached a point where | said,
"Who wants to hear anynore about the FBI?" But then | saw M ssi ssi ppi
Burning. It relates a very, very inportant incident in the history of
the civil rights novenent in the U S. In the summer of 1964, these
three young nen in the novenent, two white, one black, had traveled to
i nvestigate the burning of a church in a place called Phil adel phi a,

M ssissippi-city of brotherly |ove. They were arrested, held in jail,
rel eased in the night, followed by cars, stal ked, taken off and beaten
very, very badly with chains and cl ubs and shot to deat h-

execut ed-June 21, 1964. The bodies were found in August. It's a great
theme for an inportant film M ssissippi Burning, | suppose, does
sonet hing useful in capturing the terror of M ssissippi, the violence,
t he ugliness.

But after it does that, it does sonmething which | think is very
harnful: In the apprehension of the nurderers, it portrays two FBI
operatives and a whole flotilla-if FBI nen float-of FBI people as the
heroes of this episode. Anybody who knows anythi ng about the history
of the civil rights novenent, or certainly people who were in the
nmovenent at that tine in the South, would have to be horrified by that
portrayal. | was just one of many people who was involved in the
novenent. | was teaching in Atlanta, Georgia, in a black college for
about seven years from 1956 to 1963, and | becane involved in the
novenent, in Al bany, Georgia, and Sel ma, Al abama, and Hatti esburg,

M ssi ssi ppi, and Greenwood and Greenville and Jackson, M ssissippi in
the summer of '64. | was involved with SNCC, the Student Nonvi ol ent
Coordi nati ng Comm ttee. Anybody who was involved in the Southern
novenent at that tinme knew with absolute certainty: The FBI coul d not
be counted on and it was not the friend of the civil rights novenent.
The FBlI stood by with their suits and ties-1'"msorry |'mdressed this
way today, but | was just trying to throw themoff the track-and took
notes whil e people were being beaten in front of them This happened
agai n, and again, and again. The Justice Departnment, to which the FBI
I's presumably accountable, was called again and again, in tinmes of
stress by people of the civil rights novenent saying, hey, sonebody's
i n danger here. Sonebody's about to be beaten, sonebody's about to be
arrested, sonebody's about to be killed. W need help fromthe federal
governnent. W do have a Constitution, don't we? W do have rights. W
do have the constitutional right to just live, or to walk, or to
speak, or to pray, or to denonstrate. W have a Bill of Rights. It's
Anerica. It's a denobcracy. You' re the Justice Departnent, your job is
to enforce the Constitution of the United States. That's what you took
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an oath to do, so where are you? The Justice Departnent wasn't
respondi ng. They wouldn't return phone calls, they wouldn't show up,
or when they did show up, they did nothing.

The civil rights novenent was very, very clear about the role of the
FBI. And it wasn't just the FBlI; it goes back to the Justice
Departnment; back to Washi ngton; back to politics; back to Kennedy
appoi nting racist judges in Al abama, M ssissippi, and Georgia to do
favors for his Southern Denocratic political cronies, only becom ng
concerned about bl ack peopl e when things appeared on tel evision that
enbarrassed the admnistration and the nation before the world.

Only then did things happen. Ch, we'll send troops to Little Rock,
we'll send troops to Oxford, M ssissippi, and so on. Do sonething big
and dramatic and so on. But in all the days and all the hours in

bet ween, before and after, if there's no international attention,
forget it. Leave these black folk at the nmercy of the |aw enforcenent
of ficers down there. Just as after the Gvil War, blacks were left at
the mercy of Southern power and Sout hern plantation owners by Northern
politicians who nade their deal with the white South in 1877.

If you want to read the hour-by-hour description of this, you could
read a wonderful book by Mary King, Freedom Song. She was a SNCC

staff person in the Atlanta office whose job was to get on the phone
and call the newspapers, the governnent, the Justice Departnent and
say: Hey, three young nen have not cone back from Phil adel phi a,

M ssi ssippi. She called and called and called and it took several days
bef ore she got a response. Deaf ears. They were dead. Probably none of
those calls woul d have saved them

It was too |late, but there was sonething that could have saved t hem
And it's sonething | haven't seen reported in the press. If there had
been federal agents acconpanying the three on their trip, if there had
been federal agents in the police station in Philadel phia,

M ssi ssi ppi, that m ght not have happened. |f there had been sonebody
determned to enforce |aw, enforce constitutional rights, to protect
the rights of people who were just going around, driving, talKking,
wor ki ng, then those three nurders m ght have been averted.

In fact, 12 days before the three di sappeared, there was a gathering
i n Washington, D.C., on June 9, 1964. A busload of bl ack

M ssi ssi ppians cane all the way up-it was a long bus ride to

Washi ngton-to the National Theater.

There was a jury of fairly well known Anericans- coll ege presidents,
witers, other people-assenbled to hear the testinony. The bl ack
peopl e's testinony before the press and an audi ence was recorded and
transcribed. They testified that what was going to happen in

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/fbi.html (4 of 8) [10/13/2002 11:26:59 AM]



COINTELPRO

M ssi ssippi that sunmmer with all these volunteers com ng down was
very, very dangerous. They testified about their experiences, about
their history of being beaten, about the bodies of black people found
floating in the rivers of Mssissippi and they said, people are going
to get killed; we need the protection of the federal governnent.

Al so appearing at this hearing were specialists in constitutional |aw
who made the proper legal points that the federal governnent had

absol ute power to protect people going down into M ssissippi. Section
333, Title 10 of the U S. Code (sonme nunbers burn thenselves into you
because you have to use them agai n and again) gives the federal
governnent the power to do anything to enforce constitutional rights
when | ocal authorities either refused or failed to protect those
rights.

So they take all this testinony at the National Theater and put it
into a transcript and deliver it to Attorney General Robert Kennedy,
hand deliver it to the Wite House, and ask the federal governnent to
send marshals down to M ssissippi. Not an arny, a few hundred
marshal s, that's all. Plainclothes people for protection. This is
1964; by now you' ve sent 40,000 soldiers to Vietnam so you can send
200 pl ainclothes people to M ssissippi. No response fromthe Attorney
Ceneral, none fromthe President. Twelve days |ater those three nen
di sappear.

Well, why didn't they put that in the filnf? Wiy didn't anybody say
anyt hi ng about that? So the FBI are the heroes of this film

Well, that's only part, as you know, of the history of the FBI. Going
back, the FBI was formed first as the Bureau of Investigation under
Theodore Roosevelt-don't worry, I'mnot going to take you year by year
through this history. It's a very depressing history.

But, it just interested ne. In 1908, under Theodore Roosevelt, his
Attorney Ceneral, a man naned Bonaparte, a grand nephew of

Napol eon-set up the Bureau of I|nvestigation which |ater becane the
FBI. One of its first acts was to enforce a new federal |aw the Mann
Act. This law made it illegal to transport wonen across state |lines
for imoral purposes. Yes, one of their first acts was to prosecute
the bl ack heavywei ght chanpi on, Jack Johnson, because he was |iving
with a white wonan and they actually crossed a state |line. One of the
first heroic acts of the FBI. They go way back. Raci sm goes way back
in the FBI and cones way forward, conmes right up to now. By the way-in
the filmthey show a black FBI nan. But there was no bl ack person in
the FBI in 1964. A chauffeur, maybe. A maid, maybe. No bl ack FBI
agents in 1964. But there was this black FBI agent in the film

Yes, the racismcones right up to yesterday when a bl ack FBI man-in
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Detroit, | think-is harassed by his fellow white FBI agents who do al
sorts of funny things to himto nmake |life mserable for him You
think, where is the solidarity anong FBI peopl e? FBlI people, black and
white together, we shall overcone. Well, apparently the FBI doesn't
believe in that.

There's too nuch to say about the FBI and racism It's not just J.

Edgar Hoover. Everybody says, oh, J. Edgar Hoover, he really hated

bl ack people. He hated the civil rights novenent, but it's not just

him of course. It's too easy to pin all this on J. Edgar Hoover, to
pinit just on the FBI as if they're wild cards. The president says, oh
sorry, we didn't know what they were doing. Well, it's just |ike

Aiver North. Awld card North was doi ng these crazy things and his
def ense was absolutely right: | didit for them He did. He did it for
them and now they have turned on him He doesn't have to worry,

they' Il take good care of him They take care of their own.

When people in the C A and FBI commit crimes, how do they get handl ed?
They don't. They're forgotten about. Do you know how many crinmes have
been commtted by the FBI and the CI A? How many bl ack bag jobs?
Breaki ng and entering? Try breaking and entering. Really. Try breaking
and entering in the daytine, or nighttine, and see what happens to
you. Different punishnents dependi ng on what hour of the day. The FBI
broke and entered again and again and again and agai n, hundreds and
hundreds of tines.

There were hundreds of FBI nen involved in these breaks. Two nmen were
actual ly prosecuted. This happens every once in a while. Wen huge
public attention finally gets focused, they pick out two fromthe pack
and prosecute themand they find themguilty and they sentence them
To what? To not hing. Fine, $5,000 for one person. That's FBI petty
cash. $3,500 for the other. And then they say that justice has been
done and the system worKks.

Renenber when Richard Helns of the CIA was found guilty of perjury in
1976? Hiss went to jail for four years for perjury, Helns didn't go to
jail for two hours. And Helns's perjury, if you examne it, was far,
far nore serious than Alger Hiss's, if Hss was indeed guilty. But if
you're CIA if you' re FBI, you get off.

But North is right; he did it for them He did what they expected him
wanted him to do. They use this phrase, plausible denial, a very neat
devi ce. You have to be able to do things that the President wants you
to do but that he can deny he wanted you to do, or deny he ordered you
to do if push cones to shove.

It's not just the FBI. It's the governnent. It's part of the system
not just a few people here and there. The FBlI has nanes of mllions of
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people. The FBI has a security index of tens of thousands of peopl e-
they won't tell us the exact nunbers. Security index. That's people
who in the event of national energency will be picked up without trial
and held. Just like that. The FBI's been preparing for a long tine,

wai ting for an energency. You get horrified at South Africa, or Israel,
or Haiti where they detain people without trial, just pick themup and
hol d them i nconmuni cado. You never hear fromthem don't know where
they are. The FBlI's been preparing to do this for a long tine. Just

wai ting for an energency. These are all countries in energency; South
Africa's in an energency, Chile was in an energency, all energencies.

Janmes Madi son nmade the point way back. One of the founding fathers.
They were not dunb. They nmay have been rich and white and reactionary
and sl ave holders but they weren't dunb. Mdison said the best way to
infringe on liberty is to create an external nenace.

What can a citizen do in a situation like this? Wll, one thing is
sinply to expose the FBI. They hate to be exposed, they're a secret
outfit. Everything they do is secret. Their threat rests on secrecy.
Don't know where they are. Not everybody in a trench coat is an FB
agent. W don't know where they are, who they are, or what they're
doing. Are they tapping? Right. And what are you going to do about it?

The one thing you shouldn't think will do anything is to pass a |l aw
against the FBI. There are al ways people who conme up with that. That's
t he biggest laugh in the world. These are people who pay absolutely no
attention to the |law, again and again. They've violated the |aw

t housands of tinmes. Pass another law, that's funny.

No, the only thing you can do with the FBI is expose themto public
under st andi ng- education, ridicule. They deserve it. They have
"gar bol ogi sts" ransacki ng garbage pails. A lot of interesting stuff in
gar bage pails. They have to be exposed, brought down fromthat
hal | oned poi nt where they once were. And, by the way, they have been
brought down. That's one of the conforting things about what has
happened in the United States in the last 30 years. The FBI at one
poi nt was absol utely untouchabl e. Everybody had great respect for the
FBI. In 1965 when they took a poll of Americans; do you have a strong
admration for the FBI? Ei ght-five percent of people said, "Yes." Wen
they asked again in '75, 35 percent said, "Yes." That's a big
comedown. That's education -education by events, education by
exposure. They know they've cone down in the public mnd and so now
they're trying to | ook kinder and gentler. But they're not likely to
nmerge with the Anerican Cvil Liberties Union. They're nore likely,
what ever their soothing words, to keep doing what they're in the habit
of doing, assaulting the rights of citizens.

The nost inportant thing you can do is sinply to continue exposing
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them Because why does the FBI do all this? To scare the hell out of
people. Were they doing this because of a Soviet invasion threat or
because they thought the Socialist Wrkers Party was about to take
over the country? Are they going after whoever their current target is
because the country is in inmnent danger, internal or external? No.
They are doing it because they don't |ike these organi zations. They
don't like the civil rights organi zations, they don't |ike the wonen's
organi zations, they don't like the anti-war organi zati ons, they don't
like the Central American organizations. They don't |ike soci al
novenents. They work for the establishnent and the corporations and
the politicos to keep things as they are. And they want to frighten
and chill the people who are trying to change things. So the best

def ense agai nst them and resi stance against themis sinply to keep on
fighting back, to keep on exposing them That's all | have to say.
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Revisited - "IF AN AGENT KNOCKS"

"I'F AN AGENT KNOCKS":

FEDERAL | NVESTI GATORS AND YOUR RI GHTS

by: The Center for Constitutional R ghts (CCR)
666 Broadway

New Yor k, NY 10012

Phone: 212-614-6464

Peopl e who openly oppose United State governnent polices should be
prepared to receive visits fromFBlI agents or other federal

I nvestigators. Those you oppose U.S. policy in Central Anerica, visit
Ni car aguan, Cuban or Sovi et enbassies here, or travel to those
countries, and those who give sanctuary to refugees from Guatenal a and
El Sal vador, or who struggle for Black |iberation, for independence
for Puerto Rico, or against nuclear weapons, are likely to receive
visits fromthe FBI. Increasingly, agents are visiting the famlies,
friends and enpl oyees of these persons.

For exanple, in a nationw de sweep in 1987, FBI agents visited 12
people in five cities during a three-day period. Mst had visited

Ni caragua to share their skills under the auspices of TecN ca, a

Ber kel ey- based group that recruits and places volunteers in

devel opnment projects in Nicaragua. The majority of these FBI visits
were to workpl aces where agents sonetines made their presence known to
enpl oyees and al so spoke with co-workers. The agents incorrectly
inplied that the volunteers were violating the trade enbargo agai nst
Ni caragua. Wil e several of those targeted found the visits
threatening, and did not want to appear 'uncooperative' in the
presence of enployers, nost were aware of their right not to talk to
the FBI and to refer the agents to their | awers. They understood that
t he purpose of these visits was to discourage people fromtravelling
to N caragua and hel ping the people there overcone sone of the
econom ¢ hardshi ps caused by U S. support for the Contras and the U S
trade enbargo. This panphlet is designed to answer the frequent
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guestions asked by peopl e experiencing governnent scrutiny. It can
al so hel p them devel op practical responses.

What is Political Intelligence?

Political intelligence is information collected by the governnent
about individuals and groups. Files secured under the Freedom of

I nformati on Act disclosed that governnment officials have | ong been
interested in all forns of data. Information gathered by governnent
agents ranges fromthem nost personal data about sexual |iaisons and
preferences to estimate of the strength of groups opposing U S
policies. Over the years, groups and individuals have devel oped
various ways of limting the collection of information and preventing
such intelligence gathering fromharm ng their work.

Do | Have To Talk To The FBI ?

No. The FBI does not have the authority to nmake anyone answer
guestions, or otherw se force anyone to cooperate with an
i nvestigation. Thus, if an FBlI agents knocks at your door, you do not

have to identify yourself to him you can sinply say "I don't want to
talk to you." or "You'll have to speak to ny |lawer," then close the
door .

Agents are usually lawers, and they are always trained as

I nvestigators; they have | earned the power of persuasion, the ability
to make a person feel scared, qguilty, or inpolite for refusing their
requests for information. So renenber, they have no | egal authority to
force people to say anything--unless they have obtained an arrest or
search warrant. Even when agents do have warrants, you still don't
have to answer their questions.

Under What Laws Do The Agents Operate?

In the wake of congressional reports exposing the FBI's
counterintelligence program (CO NTELPRO), under which the agency
infiltrated groups, conpiled dossiers on, and directly interfered with
I ndi vi dual s engaged in activities protected by the First Amendnent
right to freedom of expression and associ ati on, guidelines regul ating
the investigation of political activities were issued by the Justice
Depart nent .

The FBI CO NTEL programwas initiated in 1956. Its purpose, as
described | ater by FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, was "to expose,

di srupt, msdirect, discredit or otherwi se neutralize activities" of
t hose individuals and organi zati ons whose ideas or goals he opposed.
Tactics included; falsely labelling individuals as infornmants;
infiltrating groups with persons instructed to disrupt the group;
sendi ng anonynous or forged letters designed to pronote strife;
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initiating politically notivated I RS investigations; carrying out
Wi retaps; and dissem nating to other governnment agencies and the nedia
unl awful Iy obt ai ned derogatory information on individuals and groups.

Subsequent and supersedi ng gui delines, authorizing "donestic
security/terrorisnt investigations against political organizations
whenever the FBI had a reasonabl e belief that these groups m ght
violate a law, were issued in 1983. These guidelines permtted he sane
I ntrusive techniques the FBlI used against organi zed crinme to be used

I n such investigations. The guidelines provide no safeguards on the
use of informants to protect against infringenents to First Anendnent
rights.

The gui delines ignore the history of CO NTELPRO abuses and abolish the
di stinction between regular crimnal investigations and investigations
of groups and individuals seeking political change. They fail to limt
the investigative techniques used to obtain data on political groups,
so that the FBI may use any techni que against political organizations
I ncluding el ectronic surveillance and inforners.

Thus, the FBI may begin a full investigation whenever there is a
reasonabl e indication that "two or nore persons are engaged in an
enterprize for the purpose of furthering political or social goals
wholly or in part through activities that involve force or violence
and a violation of the crimnal |laws of the United States.” The FB
has interpreted "force or violence" to include the destruction of
property as a synbolic act, and the nmere advocacy of such property
destruction would trigger an investigation. Even w thout any
reasonabl e i ndication, under a separate guideline on 'Civil Disorders
and Denonstrations involving a Federal Interest"”, the FBI may

i nvestigate an organi zation that plans only | egal and peacef ul
denonstrati ons.

Anot her and perhaps even nore inportant docunent governing federal
intelligence gathering is Executive Order 12333 on U.S. Intelligence
Activities. In force since 1981, its authorizes the FBI and CIAto
infiltrate, mani pulate and destroy U. S. political organi zations--under
the pretext of a "foreign" intelligence investigation. |Investigative
gui delines under this order are in large part classified secret and
not publicly avail able. Government spying, infiltration and disruption
of donestic advocacy groups can be carried out, practically w thout
restraint, by nerely alleging that political groups have sone
connection to foreign nations or |iberation novenents, or that they
support positions simlar to those of such novenents. Such novenents
m ght include the African National Congress (ANC) or the FMLN-FDR in
El Sal vador. This executive offer has been used to avoid the m nor
restrictions inposed on intelligence gathering on donestic groups. The
FBI nerely alleges that a donestic group has a foreign connection, and
even though no crine is suspected the group or individual can be
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I nvesti gated under the executive order.

The FBI's nmassive investigation of the Commttee in Solidarity with
the People of El Salvador (Cl SPES) was carried out under E. O 12333.
The Cl SPES investigation was used as a wi ndow to spy on other Centra
America groups including the Network in Solidarity with Guatemal a, the
Ni caraguan Network, the Thomas Merton Center, and the Central Anerica
Mobi i zation Coalition. While the FBI produced not a shred of evidence
of wrongdoi ng on the part of CISPES during its five-year

I nvestigation, it managed to amass 17 vol unes of files on Cl SPES, nost
of which are being withheld under a national security exenption. Over
170 investigations were begun as spin-offs of the C SPES

I nvestigation.

Heavily del eted portions of these files, released under the Freedom of
Informati on Act, show that the FBI, under the aegis of Executive O der
12333, regularly attended and phot ographed denonstrati ons and
neetings, recorded the license plate nunbers of participants, in
addition to conducting surreptitious interviews and pl acing

i nf or mant s.

Nanmes of people investigated were culled fromthis surveillance and
fromradi o broadcasts and flyers. Agents also cavalierly invaded
col | ege canpuses and visited enployers and fam |y nenbers expl ai ni ng
that they were investigating terrorist threats. The files indicate
that conplaints to elected officials, and recourse to nedia and the
public, were successful in curtailing the FBI.

Wi ch Federal Agencies Are Likely To Be Interested In A GCtizen's Political
Activities and Affiliations?

The FBI is still the major national intelligence-gathering agency.
There are al so many other federal, state, |ocal and private

I nvestigative agencies. At |east 26 federal agencies may gather
intelligence, including the Immigration & Naturalization Service,

I nternal Revenue Service, and the Treasury Departnent's Bureau of

Al cohol, Tobacco and Firearns. Local police agencies sonetinmes contain
"special service' units and narcotics or other 'strike forces' in

whi ch federal, state and | ocal agencies cooperate. The Central
Intelligence Agency and National Security Agency are particularly
active when a political organization has, or is suspected to have,

I nternational contacts. Mlitary security agencies, and increasingly
significant 'private' research institutes and security agencies al so
gather intelligence. Much of the information gathered by these
agencies winds up in various governnment conputer data banks including
the FBI's Terrorist Information System (TIYS).

In 1987 it was revealed that the New York Gty Police Departnent had
activated its 'Black Desk', sending undercover agents to neetings
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concerning the planning of denonstrations against racism and
nonitoring a local Black radio station. Information was gat hered about
| ocal Bl ack | eaders and di ssem nated at special police riot training
sessi ons.

Surveillance carried out by private groups and individual s appears to
be growi ng industry. Years ago, the Western Goal s Foundati on was given
secret conputer files stolen fromthe intelligence division of the Los
Angel es police departnent. Western Goals used the material to create
files on as many as 6, 000 people. Executive Order 12333, noreover,
specifically allows the FBI to engage secret contracts with private
Intelligence groups. The secret investigation guidelines under that
executive order not that no questions need be asked about how "any

I nformation, property or materials furnished by individuals' action on
their own initiative" were obtained. After the offices of the Center
for Devel opnent Policy were broken into in Novenber 1986, and
docunents relating to Southern Air Transport contra supply flights
were stolen, its director, ex- U S. anbassador Robert Wite specul ated
that the break-in at his office m ght have been the work of
anti-comuni st vigilantes. He noted: "There's a whole network that's
been building up...to reinforce what A iver North has been doing."

How Does The FBI Learn About |ndividuals and Organi zations?

Political intelligence is gathered from public sources, such as
newspapers, radio and leaflets. It is also collected by inforners who
may be governnment enpl oyees or people who are recruited by them
Political intelligence is also collected through FBI visits to your
honme or workplace. In this booklet, we are nost concerned with this
aspect of intelligence gathering.

Agents may be sent to interview people after FBI officials decide
there is a 'reasonable indication' that an organi zati on neets the

gui delines for a 'donestic security' investigation, or because a
person has attended a neeting or a rally sponsored by a group

al l egedly suspected of foreign connections under Executive O der
12333. People who visit enbassies of countries that the U S. considers
unfriendly are also likely to be visited by the FBI. Such interviews
are a primary source of information because nost people are not aware
of their right not to talk to federal agents.

Many people visited by agents are afraid of being rude or
uncooperative. Agents nmay be friendly and courteous, as if they are
attenpting to protect you or your organization, or express admration
for your organization and its goals. Cccasionally, the FBI may

per suade a di saffected nenber of an organization to give them

I nformati on about other nenbers, including their personal |ives,
character, and vulnerabilities.
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A maj or goal of FBI agents is to convince people to give up their
rights to silence and privacy. Recently when FBI agents visited

TecNi ca volunteers at their honmes and workpl aces, they said such
intimdating things as: "You' re being a dupe of the Russians and we're
giving you a chance to stop doi ng sonething you may regret later." The
agents told another person that she was not the target of the

I nvestigation, but m ght be able to help them

In San Antonio during a series of visits to affiliates of a Central
America information group, the FBI gave a 20 m nute presentation
including a slide show on the "evils of conmunism, to one of the
persons they questioned.

In 1984, the FBI visited over 100 persons who had traveled to
Ni caragua. The nmain purpose of the visits was to devel op 'assets',
peopl e who woul d agree to supply the FBI with information.

What |If | Suspect Surveill ance?

Prudence is the best course, no nmatter what you suspect, or what the
basis is for your suspicion. Wen possible, confront the suspected
person in public, with at | east one other person present. If the
suspect declines to answer, he or she at |east now knows that you are
aware of the surveillance. A few years ago, religious supporters of a
nation-wide call to resist possible U S. intervention in Central
Anmerica noticed unfam |liar people lurking around their offices at 6
a.m, but failed to ask what they wanted and who they were. |If you
suspect surveillance, you should not hesitate to ask the suspected
agents' nanes and inquire about their business.

The events giving rise to suspicions of surveillance vary w dely, but
a general principle remains constant: confront the suspected agents
politely and in public (never alone) and inquire about their business.
If the answer does not dispel your suspicion, share it with other who
may be affected and discuss a collective response. Do not let fears
generated by 'conspicuous' surveillance create unspoken tensions that
under mi ne your work and organi zation. Creating fear is often the

pur pose of obvious surveillance. Wien in doubt, call a trusted | awer
famliar with political surveillance, or call the Mouwvenent Support

Net work hotline: (212) 614-6422.

How Shoul d I Respond to Threatening Letters or Calls?

If your hone is broken into, or threats have been nmade agai nst you,
your organi zation, or someone you work with, share this information
with everyone affected. Take imedi ate steps to increase personal and
of fice security. You should discuss with your organization's officials
and with a | awyer whether and how to report such incidents to the
police. If you decide to make a report, do not do so w thout the
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presence of counsel.

What Should | Do If My Ofice O Hone |Is Broken Into And | Suspect That The
Motive Behind It was Intelligence Gathering or Harassnment?

Qovi ous break-ins, in which nothing, or very little of value is taken,
are a growmng formof intimdation and intelligence gathering. |If you
di scover a break-in, do not disturb the crine scene and touch as
little as possible until you can calmy analyze the situation and
until you deci de what approach you are going to take. Try yo figure
out what, if anything, is mssing. If little of nonetary value is
taken, and inportant files have been obviously read, decide with your
co-workers and a | awyer whether and how to report the break-in to the
police. Take phot ographs of the crine scene. Photograph any damage
that nmay have been done and any notes that nmay have been left by the
i ntruders. Over 100 break-ins have been reported to the Myvenent
Support Network. Call us. We can help you determne if the break- in
was politically notivated and, if it was, get you in touch with other
groups and individuals who have had sim | ar experience.

What Should | do If Police, FBI, O O her Agents Appear Wth An Arrest O
Search Warrant?

Agents who have an arrest or search warrant are the only ones you are
legally required to get into your honme or office. If agents say they
have a warrant you should ask to see the warrant before permtting
access. And you should inmediately ask to call a | awer. For your own
physi cal safety you should not resist arrest, even if they do not show
you the warrant, or if they refuse to let you call a lawer. To the
extent permitted by the agents conducting a search, you should observe
the search carefully, follow them and nake nental or witten notes of
what the agents are doing. As soon as possible, wite down what
happened and discuss it with your |awer.

What Should | Do If Agents Appear Wth An Arrest or Search Warrant?

Even when agents cone with a warrant, you are under no | egal
obligation to tell themanything. If agents try to question you, it is
I nportant not to answer or make any statenents, at |east not until
after you have consulted a | awyer.

Announce your desire to consult a | awer, and nmake every reasonabl e
effort to contact one as quickly as possible. Your statenment that you
wi sh to speak to the FBI only in the presence of a |lawer, even if it
acconpl i shed nothing el se, should put an end to the agents' questions.
Departnent of Justice policy requires agents to cease questioning, or
refrain from questioning, anyone who inforns themthat he or she is
represented by a | awer
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To reiterate: upon first being contacted by any gover nnent

I nvestigation, the safest thing to say is: "Excuse ne, but I'd like to
talk to ny | awyer before |I say anything to you." O, "I have nothing
to say to you. I will talk to ny lawer and have her {or hin} contact
you." |If agents ask for your |lawer's name, ask for their business
card, and say you will have your |awer contact them Renenber to get
t he nane, agency, and tel ephone nunber of any federal, state, or |ocal
I nvestigator who visits you. If you do not have a |lawer, call the
Movenment Support Hotline (212) 614-6422, or call the local office of
the National Lawers Guild (212) 966-5000.

As soon as possible after your first contact with an investigator,
wite a short neno about the visit, including the date, tine,

| ocati on, people present,any nanme nentioned by the investigators, and
the reason they gave for their investigation. Al so include
descriptions of the agents and their car, if any. This may be useful
to your lawer and to others who may be contacted by the sanme agents.

After discussing the situation with your |awer, you nmay want to alert
your co-workers, friends, neighbors, or political associates about the
visit. The purpose is not to alarmthem but to insure that they
understand their rights. It mght be a good idea to do this at a
neeting at which the history of investigative abuse is presented.

| Don't Cooperate, Doesn't It Look Like | Have Sonething To Hi de?

This is one of the nost frequently asked questions. The answer

i nvol ves the nature of political '"intelligence' investigations and the
job of the FBI. Agents wll try to nmake you feel that it wll 'look
bad' if you don't cooperate with them Many people not famliar with
how t he FBI operates worry about bei ng uncooperative. Though agents
may say they are only interested in "terrorists' of protecting the
President, they are intend on | earning about the habits, opinions and
affiliations of people not suspected of w ongdoing. SUch

I nvestigations, and the kind of controls they nmake possible, are
conpletely inconpatible with political freedom and with the political
and | egal system envi saged by the Constitution.

Wil e honesty may be the best policy in delaying with other people,
FBI agents and ot her investigators are enployed to ferret out

I nformati on you would not freely share with strangers. Trying to
answer agents' questions, or trying to "educate thent about your cause
can be very dangerous--as dangerous as trying to outsmart them or
trying to find out their real purpose. By talking to federal

I nvestigators you may, unwittingly, lay the basis for your won
prosecution--in giving false or inconsistent information to the FBI
IT 1S A FEDERAL CRIME TO MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT TO AN FBI AGENT OR
OTHER FEDERAL | NVESTI GATOR A viol ation could even be charged on the
basis of two inconsistent statenents spoken out of fear or

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/agent.knocks.html (8 of 12) [10/13/2002 11:27:01 AM]



COINTELPRO

f or get f ul ness.

Are There Any Circunstances Under Wiich It Is Advisable to Cooperate Wth An
FBI I nvestigation?

Never without a | awer. There are situations, however, in which an

I nvestigation appears to be legitimate, narrowy focused, and not
designed to gather political information. Such an investigation m ght
occur if you have been the victimof a crinme, or a wtness to civil
rights violations being prosecuted by the federal governnent. Under

t hose circunstances, you should work closely with a |lawer to see that
your rights are protected while you provide only necessary information
relevant to a specific incident. Lawers nmay be able to avoid a

W t ness' s appearance before a grand jury, or control the circunstances
of the appearance so that no one's rights are jeopardi zed.

How Can Grand Juries Make People Go To Jail ?

After being granted imunity and ordered to testify by a judge, grand
jury witnesses who persist in refusing to testify can be held in
‘civil contenpt.' Such contenpt is not a crinme, but it results in the
W tness being jailed for up to 18 nonths. or the duration of the grand
jury, whichever is |l ess. The purpose of the incarceration is to coerce
the recalcitrant witness to testify. In nost political cases,
testifying before a grand jury neans giving up basic political
principles, and so the intended coercion has no effect--wtnesses
continue to refuse to testify.

Wtnesses who, upon the request of a grand jury, refuse to provide
"physi cal exenplars”, (sanples of handwiting, hair, appearance in a
| i ne-up, or docunments) may also be jailed for civil contenpt.

The charge of 'crimnal contenpt' is also available to the governnent
as a weapon agai nst uncooperative grand jury w tnesses. For 'crim nal
contenpt' there is no maxi num penalty--the sentence depends entirely
upon the judge's discretion. Charges of crimnal contenpt ares stil
rare. They have been used, however, against Puerto Rican

i ndependi stas, especially those who have al ready served peri ods of

I ncarceration for civil contenpt.

|s There Any Way To Prevent Grand Jury Wtnesses From Going To Jail?

There is no sure-fire way to keep a grand jury witness fromgoing to
jail. Conbined |legal and community support often nake a difference,
however, in whether a witness goes to jail and, if so, for how | ong.
Early awareness of people's rights to refuse to talk to the FBI man,
in fact, prevent you fromreceiving a grand jury subpoena. |If the FB
is only interested in getting information fromyou, but not in jailing
you, you nmay not receive a grand jury subpoena.
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What Can Lawyer Do?

A | awer can help to ensure that governnment investigators only do what
they are authorized to do and can see to it that you do not give up
any of your rights.

If you are subpoenaed to a grand jury your | awer can chall enge the
subpoena in court, to help raise the political issues that underlie
the investigation and negotiate for time. Your |awer can also explain
to you the grand jury's procedures and the | egal consequences of your
acts, so that you can rationally decide on your response.

What Rights Do | Have?
1. The right to work for change.

The First Amendnent to the U S. Constitution protects the rights of
groups and individuals who advocate, petition and assenble to
acconpl i sh changes in | aws, governnent practices and even the form of
government. Political intelligence gathering is not supposed to
interfere with these rights.

2. The right to remain silent.

The Fifth Anendnent to the Constitution provides that every person has
the right to remain silent in the face of questions posed by any
police officer or governnent agent.

Federal prosecutors, however, nay request judges to order a subpoenaed
witness to testify, after a grant of imunity, at a grand jury hearing
or at a crimnal trial. This grant of imunity neans that your Fifth
Amendnent right to refuse to testify is taken away. What is given in
return is only the prom se not to use your testinony against you is a
subsequent crim nal prosecution. If you testify under subpoena you can
still be charges with a crine. Failure to testify after a grant of
immunity is discussed bel ow.

3. The right to be free from'unreasonabl e searches and sei zures

Wt hout a warrant, no governnent agent is allowed to search your hone
or office (or any other place that is yours and private). You nmay
refuse to let FBI agents conme into your house or into your workplace,
unl ess they have a search warrant. Politeness aside, the w sest policy
IS never to |let agents into your hone or office. They are trained

I nvestigators and will make it difficult for you to refuse to talk.
Once inside your hone or office, just by |ooking around, they can
easily gather information on such things as your lifestyle,

organi zati on and readi ng habits.
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The right to be free from unreasonabl e searches and sei zures i s based
on the Fourth Anendnent to the Constitution. This Amendnent is
supposed to protect agai nst governnent access to your mail and other
written comuni cations, telephone and ot her conversations.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to detect governnent interference with
writings and conversations. Mdern technology nakes it difficult to
detect electronic surveillance on a tel ephone line, other listening
devi ces, or caneras that records whatever occurs in a room AlSso
common are forms of physical surveillance such as agents following in
car or on foot, mail covers, and inforners carrying tape recorders

What Are The Rights O Non-Citizens?

Al'l non-citizens have the sanme rights as citizens with respect to the
FBI: the right not to speak to the FBI and the right to have an
attorney present at interviews with FBI agents. JUST W TH CI Tl ZENS,
NON- Cl TI ZENS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT LYI NG TO FEDERAL ACENTS | S A FEDERAL
CRI ME

Forei gners should be aware that | nmm gration and Naturalization Service
(INS) agents are federal agents--lying to themconstitutes a federal
crime. Conmm ssion of such a crinme may be sufficient reason for
deportation or denial of inmgrant status.

This section includes a general discussion of the political rights of
non-citizens. However, this is a changing area of law and politics and
we caution readers to call the Movenent Support Network hotline or the
Nat i onal Lawyer Quild for updated infornmation.

1. Non-citizens

Al aliens living in the United State are in theory protected by al
provi sions of the Bill of Rights that are not expressly limted to
citizens. Thus, while aliens do not have the right to vote, they do
have rights of free speech and association, a right to a fair trial
for crimnal charges, the right to be free of unreasonabl e searches
and seizures, the right to due process of |aw. However, in the

i mm gration context the federal governnent has broad powers, and the
courts have not fully devel oped the contours of aliens' constitutional
rights where the Imm gration and Naturalization Service is concerned.
I n Decenber 1988, a federal district judge in Los Angel es held that

t he governnment cannot deport immgrant aliens for their politica
speech or associ ations, because to do so would violate their First
Amendnent rights. Congress has said nuch the sanme thing for
non-i mm grant aliens. However, this area of lawis still devel oping.

2. Undocunent ed i ndi vi dual s

Undocunent ed i ndi vidual s who engage in political activity should be
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aware that they risk FBI surveillance and resulting exposure of
illegal status. IT IS COMWON PRACTI CE FOR THE FBI AND I NS TO SHARE
| NFORVATI ON.

A docunent received formthe FBI ClI SPES files shows that a | ocal FB
field office asked the Imm gration and Naturalization Service to
provide thema list of Salvadorean citizens, U S. permanent residents
I ncl uded, who had visited the area. Ot her Cl SPES docunents indicate
the FBI agents visited the adm nistration offices for foreign students
on col |l ege canpuses and utilized foreign student directories for
initial leads on investigations. In defending the actions of the FBI
in the Cl SPES investigation, the U S. governnent argued that the nere
presence of Latin Anerican nationals in solidarity groups justified
surveillance by the FBI

The bottomline is that foreigners, including permanent residents, can
expect at |east as much surveillance agencies by donestic agencies as
U.S. citizens, and should, in addition, be aware of possible
surveillance by foreign intelligence agencies operating in this
country.

3. Sharing of information with foreign intelligence agenci es.

There are many indicators that the U S. shares information with

I ntelligence agencies of governnents it supports. W have received
evi dence of information sharing wwith M5 (Britain); KCI A (Korea);
Mossad (Israel); National Guard (ElI Sal vador). Non-citizens shoul d
probably assunme that U S. intelligence will share information with
"friendly'" governnents.

4. Change in immgration status

Applicants for permanent residencies and for naturalization are asked
to list the organi zations they have worked with. Politically active
foreigners are advised to consult an immgration | awer before

appl ying for a change in status.

Back To COINTELPRO.

Back To The Den: Palitics.

Back To The Top.

Mail to: Michagl Rivero
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Revisited - US Domestic Covert
Operations

US Donestic Covert QOperations
From the Archive: WAR AT HOVE (2/5)

From vyibgle@ts.com (Gary Lee)
Date: Fri, 17 Mar 1995 14:20:26 GMI
Organi zation: The G oons of Tharf
Newsgroups: alt.society.anarchy

Anyone who doubts that the governnment is capable of using agents
provocateurs to plant phony requests for bonb-nmaking information in
this newsgroup as a pretext for censoring the entire net (or that it
is capable of nmuch worse if that fails) should take a gl ance at the
follow ng articles. These posts also contain nuch that should be of
interest to anyone thinking about joining or starting any kind of
anarchi st direct-action canpai gn or organization. Gary

/** pn.publiceye: 23.5 **/ ** Witten 6:49 pmJan 24, 1991 by nlgclc
i n cdp: pn. publiceye **

How CO NTELPRO Hel ped Destr oy
t he Movenents of the 1960s

Si nce CO NTELPRO was used mai nly agai nst the progressive novenents of
the 1960s, its inpact can be grasped only in the context of the
norment ous soci al upheaval which shook the country during those years.

Al'l across the United States, Black communities cane alive with
renewed political struggle. Most major cities experienced sustained,
di sci plined Black protest and massive ghetto uprisings. Black
activists galvanized nmulti-racial rebellion anong Gs, welfare
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not hers, students, and prisoners.

Col | ege campuses and hi gh schools erupted in mlitant protest against
the Vietnam War. A predominantly white New Left, inspired by the Bl ack
nmovenent, fought for an end to U.S. intervention abroad and a nore
humane and cooperative way of |life at honme. By the |ate 1960s,
deep-rooted resi stance had revived anong Chi canos, Puerto Ricans,

Asi an Anericans, and Native Anericans. A second wave of broad-based
struggle for wonen's liberation had al so energed, along with
significant efforts by | esbians, gay nen, and di sabl ed people.

MIlions of people in the United States began to reject the dom nant

i deol ogy and cul ture. Thousands chal | enged basic U S. political and
econom c institutions. For a brief nonent, "the crucial m xture of
peopl e's confidence in the governnment and | ack of confidence in

t hensel ves which allows the governnent to govern, the ruling class to
rule...threatened to break down."

By the m d-1970s, this upheaval had | argely subsided. |nportant
progressive activity persisted, mainly on a local |evel, and nuch
continued to be | earned and won, but the massive, mlitant Black and
New Left novenents were gone. The sense of infinite possibility and of
our collective power to shape the future had been | ost. Progressive
nmorment um di ssi pated. Radicals found thensel ves on the defensive as
right-wi ng extrem sts gai ned maj or governnent positions and defined
the contours of accepted political debate.

Many factors besides CO NTELPRO contributed to this change. | nportant
progress was nmade toward achi eving novenent goals such as Bl ack civil
rights, an end to the Vietnam War, and university reform The nass
nmedi a, owned by big business and cowed by governnent and right-w ng
attack, helped to bury radical activismby ceasing to cover it.

Tel evi si on, popul ar magazi nes, and daily papers stereotyped Bl acks as
hardened crimnals and welfare chiselers or as the supposedly affl uent
beneficiaries of reverse "discrimnation." Wite youth were portrayed
first as hedonistic hippies and m ndless terrorists, later as an
apolitical, self-indulgent "nme generation."” Both were scapegoated as
threats to "decent, hard-working Mddle Anerica."

During the severe econom c recession of the early- to md- 1970s,
former student activists began entering the job market, sone taking on
responsibility for children. Many were scared by brutal governnent and
right-wing attacks culmnating in the nmurder of rank-and-file
activists as well as prom nent |eaders. Sonme were strung out on the
hard drugs that had becone increasingly available in Black and Latin
comunities and anong white youth. O hers were disillusioned by

m streatnent in novenents ravaged by the very social sicknesses they

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/USDomCovOps1.html (2 of 12) [10/13/2002 11:27:03 AM]



COINTELPRO

sought to eradicate, including racism sexism honophobia, class bias
and conpetition.

Limted by their upbringing, social position, and isolation from ol der
radi cal traditions, 1960s activists were unable to nmake the
connections and changes required to build novenents strong enough to
survive and eventually win structural change in the United States.

M ddl e-cl ass students did not sufficiently ally with working and poor
peopl e. Too few white activists accepted third world | eadershi p of
multi-racial alliances. Too nmany nen refused to practice genuine
gender equality.

Oiginally notivated by goals of quick refornms, 1960s activists were
ill-prepared for the |ong-termstruggles in which they found

t hensel ves. Overly dependent on nedi a-oriented superstars and one-shot
dramatic actions, they failed to devel op stabl e organi zati ons,
account abl e | eadershi p, and strategic perspective. Creatures of the
culture they so despised, they often | acked the patience to sustain

t edi ous grassroots work and pai nst aki ng anal ysis of actual soci al
conditions. They found it hard to accept the slow, uneven pace of
personal and political change.

Thi s conbi nation of circunstances, however, did not by itself
guarantee political collapse. The achi evenents of the 1960s novenents
could have inspired optimsm and provided a sense of the power to wn
ot her inportant struggles. The rightward shift of the nmajor nedia
coul d have enabl ed alternati ve newspapers, nagazines, theater, film
and video to attract a broader audi ence and stable funding. The
econom ¢ downturn of the early 1970s coul d have united Bl ack
mlitants, New Leftists, and workers in common struggle. Police
brutality and governnent collusion in drug trafficking could have been
exposed in ways that underm ned support for the authorities and

br oadened t he novenents' backing.

By the close of the decade, many of the novenents' internal weaknesses
were starting to be addressed. Black-led nulti-racial alliances, such
as Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Poor People's Canpai gn and the Bl ack

Pant hers' Rai nbow Coalition, were form ng. The novenents' cl ass base
was broadeni ng through Bl ack "revol uti onary unions" in auto and ot her

i ndustries, King's increasing focus on econom c issues, the New Left's
spread to community coll eges, and the return of working-class Qs

radi calized by their experience in Vietham At the sane tine, the
wonen's novenent was confronting the deep sexi sm which perneated 1960s
activism along with its corollaries: honophobia, sexual violence,
mlitarism conpetitiveness, and top-down deci si on-maki ng.

Wil e the problens of the 1960s novenents were enornous, their
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strengths m ght have enabled themto overcone their weaknesses had the
upsurge not been stifled before activists could learn fromtheir

m st akes. Miuch of the novenents' inability to transcend their initial
limtations and overcone adversity can be traced to CO NTELPRO

It was through CO NTELPRO that the public i mage of Blacks and New
Leftists was distorted to legitimze their arrest and inprisonnent and
scapegoat them as the cause of working people's problens. The FBI and
police instigated violence and fabricated novenent horrors. Dissidents
were deliberately "crimnalized" through fal se charges, frane-ups, and
of fensi ve, bogus leaflets and other materials published in their nane.
(Specific exanpl es of these and ot her CO NTELPRO operations are
presented on pages 41-65.)

CO NTELPRO enabl ed the FBI and police to exacerbate the novenents
internal stresses until bel eaguered activists turned on one anot her.
Wiites were pitted agai nst Bl acks, Bl acks against Chicanos and Puerto
Ri cans, students agai nst workers, workers agai nst people on welfare,
nmen agai nst wonen, religious activists agai nst atheists, Christians
agai nst Jews, Jews agai nst Muslins. "Anonynous" accusations of
infidelity ripped couples apart. Backers of wonen's and gay |iberation
were attacked as "dykes" or "faggots." Money was repeatedly stolen and
preci ous equi pnent sabotaged to intensify pressure and sow suspi ci on
and m strust.

O herw se manageabl e di sagreenents were inflamed by CO NTELPRO unti
they erupted into hostile splits that shattered alliances, tore groups
apart, and drove dedicated activists out of the novenent. Governnent
docunents inplicate the FBI and police in the bitter break-up of such
pi votal groups as the Black Panther Party, SDS, and the Liberation
News Service, and in the coll apse of repeated efforts to form

| ong-termcoalitions across racial, class, and regional lines. Wile
genui ne political issues were often involved in these disputes, the
out cone coul d have been different if governnent agencies had not
covertly intervened to subvert conprom se and fuel hostility and
conpetition.

Finally, it was CO NTELPRO t hat enabled the FBI and police to
elimnate the | eaders of nass novenents w thout underm ning the inmage
of the United States as a denocracy, conplete with free speech and the
rule of law. Charismatic orators and dynam c organi zers were covertly
attacked and "neutralized" before their skills could be transferred to
others and stable structures established to carry on their work.

Mal colm X was killed in a "factional dispute" which the FBI took
credit for having "developed"” in the Nation of Islam Martin Luther
King, Jr. was the target of an el aborate FBI plot to drive himto
suicide and replace him"in his role of the | eadership of the Negro
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people" with conservative Black | awer Sanuel Pierce (later naned to
Reagan's cabinet). Many have cone to view King' s eventua
assassination (and Malcolms as well) as itself a donmestic covert
oper ati on.

O her promnent radicals faced simlar attack when they began to
devel op broad foll owi ngs and express anti-capitalist ideas. Sone were
portrayed as crooks, thugs, philanderers, or governnment agents, while
ot hers were physically threatened or assaulted until they abandoned
their work. Still others were nurdered under phony pretexts, such as
"“shootouts” in which the only shots were fired by the police.

To help bring down a major target, the FBI often conbi ned these
approaches in strategi c sequence. Take the case of the "underground
press,"” a network of sonme 400 radical weeklies and several national
news services, which once boasted a conbi ned readership of close to 30
mllion. In the late 1960s, governnent agents raided the offices of

al ternative newspapers across the country in purported pursuit of
drugs and fugitives. In the process, they destroyed typewiters,
caneras, printing presses, |ayout equi pnent, business records, and
research files, and roughed up and jailed staffers on bogus charges.
Meanwhi | e, the FBI was persuadi ng record conpanies to w thdraw

| ucrative advertising and arranging for printers, suppliers, and
distributors to drop underground press accounts. Wth their already
shaky operations in disarray, the papers and news services were easy
targets for a final phase of CO NTELPRO di sruption. Forged
correspondence, anonynous accusations, and infiltrators' manipul ation
provoked a flurry of wld charges and counter-charges that played a
maj or role in bringing many of these prom sing endeavors to a

premat ure end.

A simlar pattern can be discerned fromthe history of the Black
Pant her Party. Brutal governnent attacks initially elicited broad
support for this new, mlitant, highly visible national organization
and its popul ar ten-point socialist programfor Black
self-determnation. But the FBlI's repressive onsl aught severely
weakened the Party, nmaking it vul nerable to sophisticated FBI
psychol ogi cal warfare which so discredited and shattered it that few
peopl e t oday have any notion of the power and potential that the
Pant hers once represent ed.

What proved nost devastating in all of this was the effective
mani pul ati on of the victins of CO NTELPRO i nto bl am ng thensel ves.
Since the FBI and police operated covertly, the horrors they

engi neered appeared to emanate fromw thin the novenents. Activists'
trust in one another and in their collective power was subverted, and
the hopes of a generation died, |eaving a | egacy of cynicism and
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despair which continues to haunt us today.

** End of text from cdp: pn. publiceye **
/** pn. publiceye: 23.6 **/
** Witten 6:50 pmJan 24, 1991 by nlgclc in cdp:pn. publiceye **

Bl ack Panther Party Program
What W& Want
- adopt ed 1966

1. W want freedom W want power to determ ne the destiny of our
Bl ack Community.

2. W want full enploynent for our people.

3. W want an end to the robbery by the CAPI TALI STS of our Bl ack
Communi ty.

4. W want decent housing, fit for shelter of human bei ngs.

5. W want education for our people that exposes the true nature of
this decadent Anerican society. W want education that teaches us our
true history and our role in the present-day society.

6. W want all black nen to be exenpt frommlitary service.

7. W want an imedi ate end to PCLI CE BRUTALI TY and MJRDER of bl ack
peopl e.

8. W want freedomfor all black nen held in federal, state, county
and city prisons and jails.

9. W want all black people when brought to trial to be tried in court
by a jury of their peer group or people fromtheir black conmunities,
as defined by the Constitution of the United States.

10. W& want |and, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice, peace.
And as our major political objective, a United Nations-supervised

pl ebi scite to be held throughout the black colony in which only black
coloni al subjects will be allowed to participate, for the purpose of
determning the will of black people as to their national destiny.

** End of text from cdp: pn. publiceye ** /** pn.publiceye: 23.7 **/ **
Witten 6:51 pmJan 24, 1991 by nlgclc in cdp:pn. publiceye **

THE DANGER WE FACE
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Donestic Covert Action
Remai ns a Serious Threat Today

The public exposure of CO NTELPRO and ot her governnent abuses elicited
a flurry of apparent reformin the 1970s. President N xon resigned in
the face of inpeachnent. His Attorney General, other top aides, and
many of the "plunbers"” were prosecuted and inprisoned for brief
periods. The CIA's director and counter-intelligence chief were
ousted, and the CIA and the Arny were again directed to cease covert
oper ati ons agai nst donestic targets.

The FBI had formally shut down CO NTELPRO a few weeks after it was
uncovered. As part of the general face-lift, the Bureau publicly
apol ogi zed for CO NTELPRO, and nuni ci pal governnents began to di sband
the local police "red squads"” that had served as the FBI's main
acconplices. A new Attorney General notified several hundred activists
that they had been victins of CO NTELPRO and issued gui delines
limting future operations. Top FBI officials were indicted for
ordering the burglary of activists' offices and hones; two were
convi cted, and several others retired or resigned. The Bureau's
egomani acal, crudely racist and sexist founder, J. Edgar Hoover, died
in 1972. After two interimdirectors failed to stemthe tide of
criticism a prestigious federal judge, WIIliam Wbster, was appointed
by President Carter to clean house and build a "new FBI."

Behi nd this public hoopla, however, the Bureau's war at hone conti nued
unabat ed. Donestic covert action did not end when it was exposed in
the 1970s. It has persisted throughout the 1980s and becone a
per manent feature of U. S. governnent.

** End of text from cdp: pn. publiceye ** /** pn.publiceye: 23.8 **/ **
Witten 6:52 pmJan 24, 1991 by nlgclc in cdp:pn. publiceye **

Domestic Covert Action
Did Not End in the 1970s

Director Webster's highly touted reforns did not create a "new FBI."
They served nainly to nodernize the existing Bureau and to nmake it
even nore dangerous. In place of the backbiting conpetition wth other
| aw enforcenent and intelligence agencies which had previously inpeded
coordi nation of donestic counter-insurgency, Wbster pronoted

I nter-agency cooperation. Adopting the mantle of an "equal opportunity
enpl oyer," his FBlI hired wonen and people of color to nore effectively
penetrate a broader range of political targets. By cultivating a
lowvisibility image and discreetly avoiding public attack on

prom nent |iberals, Webster gradually restored the Bureau's
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respectability and won over a nunber ofits fornmer critics.

State and local police simlarly upgraded their repressive
capabilities in the 1970s while learning to present a nore friendly
public face. The "red squads" that had harassed 1960s activists were
quietly resurrected under other names. Param litary SWAT teans and
tactical squads were forned, along with highly politicized "conmunity
relations" and "beat rep" prograns featuring conspicuous Black, Latin,
and femal e officers. Generous federal funding and sophisticated

t echnol ogy becane avail abl e through the Law Enforcenent Assistance
Adm nistration, while FBI-led "joint anti-terrorist task forces"

i ntroduced a new | evel of inter-agency coordination.

Meanwhi |l e, the CI A continued to use university professors,
journalists, |abor |eaders, publishing houses, cultural organizations,
and philanthropic fronts to nold U S. public opinion.[f-41> At the
sane time, Arny Special Forces and other elite mlitary units began to
train | ocal police for counter-insurgency and to intensify their own
preparations, follow ng the guidelines of the secret Pentagon
contingency plans, "Garden Plot" and "Cable Splicer." They drew

i ncreasingly on manual s based on the British colonial experience in
Kenya and Northern Ireland, which teach the essential nethodol ogy of
CO NTELPRO under the rubric of "lowintensity warfare," and stress
early intervention to neutralize potential opposition before it can

t ake hol d.

Wi | e donestic covert operations were scal ed down once the 1960s
upsurge had subsided (thanks in part to the success of CO NTELPRO),
they did notstop. In its April 27, 1971 directives di sbandi ng

CO NTELPRO, the FBI provided for future covert action to continue
"Wth tight procedures to ensure absolute security.” The results are
apparent in the record of 1970s covert operations which have so far
cone to light:

The Native Anerican Myvenent: 1970s FBlI attacks on resurgent Native
Anmeri can resistance have been well docunented by Ward Churchill and
others.[f-44> In 1973, the Bureau led a paramlitary invasion of the
Pine Ri dge Reservation in South Dakota as Anerican |ndi an Movenent
(AIM activists gathered there for synbolic protests at Wunded Knee,
the site of an earlier U S. massacre of Native Anmericans. The FBI
directed the entire 71-day siege, deploying federal marshals, U S
Arnmy personnel, Bureau of Indian Affairs police, |ocal GOONs
(Guardians of the Oglala Nation, an arned tribal vigilante force), and
a vast array of heavy weaponry.

In the follow ng years, the FBI and its allies waged all-out war on
Al M and the Native people. From 1973-76, they killed 69 residents of
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the tiny Pine Ridge reservation, a rate of political nurder conparable
to the first years of the Pinochet reginme in Chile.[f-45> To justify
such a reign of terror and undercut public protest against it, the
Bureau | aunched a conpl enentary program of psychol ogi cal warfare.

Central to this effort was a carefully orchestrated canpaign to
reinforce the already deeply ingrained nyth of the "Indian savage." In
one operation, the FBI fabricated reports that AIM "Dog Sol di ers”

pl anned wi despread "sniping at tourists” and "burning of farners" in
Sout h Dakota. The son of |iberal U S. Senator (and Arab-Anerican
activist) Janes Abourezk, was naned as a "gunrunner,"” and the Bureau

i ssued a nationwi de alert picked up by nedia across the country.

To the sane end, FBI undercover operatives framed Al M nenbers Pau
"“Skyhorse" Durant and Richard "Mhawk" Billings for the brutal nurder
of a Los Angeles taxi driver. A bogus AIMnote taking credit for the
killing was found pinned to a signpost near the nurder site, along
with a bundle of hair said to be the victims "scal p." Newspaper
headl i nes screaned of "ritual nurder" by "radical Indians." By the
time the defendants were finally cleared of the spurious charges, many
of AIMs main financial backers had been scared away and its work
anong a nmaj or urban concentration of Native people was in ruin.

In March 1975, a central perpetrator of this hoax, AIMs national
security chief Doug Durham was unmasked as an undercover operative
for the FBI. As AIMs liaison with the Wunded Knee Legal
Defense/ O fense Commttee during the trials of Dennis Banks and ot her
Native Anmerican | eaders, Durham had routinely participated in
confidential strategy sessions. He confessed to stealing

organi zational funds during his two years with AIM and to setting up
the arrest of ALMmlitants for actions he had organi zed. It was

Dur ham who aut hored the Al M docunents that the FBI consistently cited
to denonstrate the group's supposed vi ol ent tendencies.

Pronpted by Durhamis revel ations, the Senate Intelligence Commttee
announced on June 23, 1975 that it would hold public hearings on FBI
operations against AIM Three days later, arned FBI agents assaul ted
an Al M house on the Pine Ri dge reservation. Wen the snoke cl eared,
AlM activist Joe Stuntz Killsright and two FBI agents |ay dead. The
nmedi a, barred fromthe scene "to preserve the evidence," broadcast the
Bureau's fal se accounts of a bloody "Indian anbush,” and the
congressi onal hearings were quietly cancell ed.

The FBI was then free to crush AIM and clear out the |ast pockets of
resi stance at Pine Ridge. It |aunched what the Chairman of the U S
Cvil R ghts Conm ssion described as "a full-scale mlitary-type

i nvasion of the reservation"[f-46> conplete with M 16s, Huey
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hel i copters, tracking dogs, and arnored personnel carriers. Eventually
Al M | eader Leonard Peltier was tried for the agents' deaths before a
ri ght-wi ng judge who net secretly with the FBI. Al M nenber Anna Mae
Aquash was found nurdered after FBlI agents threatened to kill her

unl ess she hel ped themto frane Peltier. Peltier's conviction, based
on perjured testinony and falsified FBI ballistics evidence, was
uphel d on appeal. (The panel of federal judges included WIIliam
Webster until the very day of his official appointnment as Director of
the FBI.) Despite nounting evidence of inpropriety in Peltier's trial,
and Ammesty International's call for a review of his case, the Native
American | eader remains in maxi mum security prison.

The Bl ack Movenent: Governnent covert action against Black activists
al so continued in the 1970s. Targets ranged from comrunity-based
groups to the Provisional Governnent of the Republic of New Afrika and
the surviving remnants of the Bl ack Panther Party.

In Mssissippi, federal and state agents attenpted to discredit and

di srupt the United League of Marshall County, a broad-based grassroots
civil rights group struggling to stop Klan violence. In California, a
notori ous paid operative for the FBI, Darthard Perry, code-naned

"QOhello,” infiltrated and di srupted |ocal Black groups and took
personal credit for the fire that razed the Watts Witers Wrkshop's
multi-mllion dollar cultural center in Los Angeles in 1973. The Los

Angel es Police Departnent later admtted infiltrating at | east seven
1970s community groups, including the Bl ack-Ied Coalition Agai nst
Pol i ce Abuse.

In the m d-1970s, the U S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearns
(ATF) conspired with the WImngton, North Carolina police to frane
nine local civil rights workers and the Rev. Ben Chavis, field

organi zer for the Comm ssion for Racial Justice of the United Church
of Christ. Chavis had been sent to North Carolina to hel p Bl ack
communities respondto escal ati ng raci st viol ence agai nst school
desegregation. Instead of arresting Klansnen, the ATF and police
coerced three young Bl ack prisoners into fal sely accusi ng Chavis and
the others of burning white-owned property. Although all three
prisoners later admtted they had lied in response to official threats
and bribes, the FBI found no inpropriety. The courts repeatedly
refused to reopen the case and the WI m ngton Ten served many years in
prison before pressure frominternational religious and human rights
groups won their rel ease.

As the Republic of New Afrika (RNA) began to build autononous Bl ack
economi c and political institutions in the deep South, the Bureau
repeatedly disrupted its neetings and bl ocked its attenpts to buy

| and. On August 18, 1971, four nonths after the supposed end of
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CO NTELPRO, the FBI and police | aunched an arnmed pre-dawn assault on
nati onal RNA offices in Jackson, Mssissippi. Carrying a warrant for a
fugitive who had been brought to RNA Headquarters by FBI i nforner
Thomas Spells, the attackers concentrated their fire where the
informer's floor plan indicated that RNA President |Inmari OCbadel e

sl ept. Though Cbadel e was away at the tine of the raid, the Bureau had
hi marrested and i nprisoned on charges of conspiracy to assault a
gover nnent agent.

The CO NTELPRO-triggered coll apse of the Black Panthers' organization
and support in the winter of 1971 left them defenseless as the
government noved to prevent them fromregroupi ng. On August 21, 1971,
national Party officer George Jackson, worl d-renowned author of the
political autobiography [Sol edad Brother,] was nurdered by San Quentin
prison authorities on the pretext of an attenpted jailbreak. In July
1972, Southern California Panther |eader Elner "Geroninmo" Pratt was
successfully framed for a sensel ess $70 robbery-nurder commtted while
he was hundreds of mles away in Qakland, California, attending Bl ack
Pant her nmeetings for which the FBI managed to "lose" all of its
surveill ance records. Docunents obtained through the Freedom of

I nformation Act |ater revealed that at |east two FBI agents had
infiltrated Pratt's defense commttee. They al so indicated that the
state's main witness, Julio Butler, was a paid infornmer who had worked
in the Party under the direction of the FBI and the Los Angel es Police
Departnent. For many years, FBI Director Wbster publicly denied that
Pratt had ever been a CO NTELPRO target, despite the docunentary proof
in his own agency's records.

Also targeted well into the 1970s were fornmer Panthers assigned to
form an underground to defend agai nst arned governnent attack on the
Party. It was they who had regrouped as the Bl ack Liberation Arny
(BLA) when the Party was destroyed. FBI files show that, within a
month of the close of CO NTELPRO, further Bureau operations agai nst
the BLA were nmapped out in secret neetings convened by presidential

ai de John Ehrlichman and attended by President N xon and Attorney
Ceneral Mtchell. In the followi ng years, nmany forner Panther |eaders
were nmurdered by the police in supposed "shoot-outs" with the BLA

O hers, such as Sundiata Acoli, Assata Shakur, Dhoruba Al -Mijahid Bin
Wahad (fornerly Richard Moore), and the New York 3 (Hernman Bell,

Ant hony "Jalil" Bottom and Al bert "Nuh" Washi ngton) were sentenced to
| ong prison terns after rigged trials.

In the case of the New York 3, FBI ballistics reports withheld during
their md-1970s trials show that bullets froman all eged nmurder weapon
did not match those found at the site of the killings for which they
are still serving life terns. The star w tness agai nst them has
publicly recanted his testinony, swearing that he lied after being
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tortured by police (who repeatedly jammed an electric cattleprod into
his testicles) and secretly threatened by the prosecutor and judge.
The sane judge |ater dism ssed petitions to reopen the case, refusing
to hold any hearing or to disqualify hinself, even though his

m sconduct is a major issue. As the NY3 continued to press for a new
trial, their evidence was ignored by the news nedia while their forner
prosecutor's one-sided, racist "docudrama" on the case, (Badge of the
Assassin,) aired on national television.

Medi aFil ter PoMoWar PsyWar

Back To COINTELPRO.

Back To The Den: Politics.

Back To The Top.

Mail to: Michagl Rivero
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FBI Domestic Intelligence Activities

COINTELPRO Revisited - Mumia's COINTELPRO File

Mum a's CO NTELPRO Fil e

These are excepts from docunents that surfaced during Mim a
Abu-Jamal s's trial.

“Concerning the first proposal submtted by Detroit,
counterintelligence action by San Francisco to capitalize on Huey P.
Newt on's favorabl e stand toward honbsexual s has al ready been

aut hori zed by the Bureau. The second Detroit proposal to consider
directing an anonynous conmuni cation to Newton accusing David Hilliard
of stealing BPP funds and depositing themin foreign banks does have
nmerit and the Bureau does not concur with San Francisco's observation
that this would have little effect since there is no record that
Hlliard is skimmng | arge anounts of noney. Purpose of
counterintelligence action is to disrupt BPP and it is inmateri al

whet her facts exist to substanciate the charge. If facts are present
it aids in the sucess of the proposal but the Bureau feels that the
ski mm ng of noney of noney is such a sensitive issue that disruption
can be acconplished without facts to back it up."

-from Sept. 16, 1970 Airtel from Hoover inform ng his CO NTELPRO
operatives that outright |ies were appropiate content for anonynous
letters.

“Lead continued. 4/24/54. WII| follow and report subject's [Mim a's]
activities wwth the BPP in Philadel phia. This report is being
classified [deleted] to protect [deleted] and [del eted] the
information fromwhomif desclosed could resonably result in

i ndetification of sources of continuing value and affect their future
ef fecti veness.

In spite of the subjects age (15 years), Philidel phia feels that his
continued participation in BPP activities in the Phil adel phia
Division, his position in the Philadel phia Branch of the BPP, and his
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past inclination to appear and speak at public gatherings, the subject

shoul d be included on the Security |ndex."

"United States Governnment Menorandum
Subj ect: Black Panther Party

On 5/1/69, 12 Negro males, attired in black and carrying flags with a

Bl ack Panther on themand the words 'free Huey', held the above rally.

Phot os of participants in the rally were taken by SAl del eted] and
SAl del eted]. Since 5/1/69 efforts have been made to identify these

i ndi vidual s. Investigation has included contact wwth the Board of
Education [del eted] Phil adel phia PD, C vil D sobediance Unit, and
interview of [deleted] aka [deleted]. This investigation has
identified all 12 participants in the rally...The only person as yet
unidetified is an individual who associated with the participants and

t ook phot ographs of themas well as pictures of police officers on the

scene. [deleted] two of the individuals participating in the rally
[ del eted] The other two participants include [deleted].

phot o attached"”

"TO Director, FBI (Attention: Donestic Intelligence D vision)
FROM SAC, PHI LADELPHI A

SUBJECT: Hiroshima Day Rally 8/8/69

| nf ormati on concer ni ng

3- Bur eau
2- Newar k
34- Phi | adel phi a

1- 100- 48783 ( SMO)

1- 100- 47881 (Vi dem)

1- 100- 43508 ( SANE)

1- 100- ( CPEPD)

1- 100- 50730 (ULTI MATE WEAPON)

1- 157- 2004 ( BPP)

1- 100- 50294 (FORT DI X FREE SPEECH MOVENMENT)
[ DELETED]

1- 100- 46112 ( YOUNG AMERI CANS FOR FREEDOM)
1- 100- 2036 ( SWP)

1- 100- 43269 ( YSA)

1-100 (WOMVEN STRI KE FOR PEACE)
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1- 100- 48677 (A QUACKER ACTI ON GROUP)

[ DELETED]

[ DELETED]

[ DELETED]

1- 157- 3937 (WESLEY COOK) [ AKA MUM A ABU- JAVAL]
[ DELETED] "

"PH 157- 2004

Permant [del eted] is [del eted]

Permant [del eted] is [del eted]

Permant [del eted] is [del eted]

Permant [del eted] is [del eted]

For the information of the Bureau [deleted] Wth this in mnd,

simul taneous hits were nade at the Web Bar and the BPP O fice at about
11 pmled by the SAC and ASAC. SCHELL was found at the Wb Bar

[del eted ]. The hits were nmade by SCHELL for the FBI although

[del eted] fo the Philidel phia Police Departnment, Cvil D sobidence
Unit, were present, [deleted] subsequently arrested HEARN, CRAIG

W LLI AMS, PETERSON, RENE JOHNSON, and WESLEY COOK [aka Mum a
Abu-Jamal ], thus clearing the area of all BPP officers and undoubtedly
greatly decreasing the chance of the BPP creating a disturbance in the
area. "

"United States Governnment Menorandum

SUBJECT: Wesl ey Cook [ Mum a Abu-Janmal] aka RM BPP

Report of SA [del eted] 10/24/69 at Phil adel phi a

Nanme: Wesl ey Cook Alliases: Ws; West; Mum a X

Priority 11

BNT Msc. : BPP

Nanme of enployer and Union affiliation if any: Student, Benjamn
Franklin H gh School , Broad and Green Streets, Philadel phia PA
Resi dence address: 718 Wall ace Street, Phil adel phia PA"

"PAGE TWO DE PH ( 163E-PA-7723) UNCLAS

ARCSE AS A RESULT OF [ DELETED] ON MACHI NE GUN ATTACK OF AMERI CAN
EMBASSEY BONN ON FEB. 13, 1991. PHI LADELPH A HAS DETERM NED THAT THE

| NDI VI DUAL | N QUESTION | S MUM A ABU- JAVAL, WHOSE TRUE NAME | S WESLEY
COCK, DATE OF BIRTH APRIL 24, 1954, WHO WAS CONVI CTED I N 1983 OF THE
MURDER OF PCLI CE OFFI CER FAULKNER I N PHI LADELPH A ON DEC 9, 1981. AS A
RESULT OF THAT CONVI CTI ON, JAMAL | S PRESENTLY | N THE HUNTI NGDON STATE
CORRECTI ONAL | NSTI TUTE. THE STATE COLLEGE RESI DENCE AGENCY,

PH LDELPHI A DI VI SI ON, OBTAI NED THE VI SI TI NG LI ST FROM PRI SON
AUTHORI TI ES AND HAS FORWARDED SAME TO LEGAT BONN. FOR FURTHER
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| NFORVMATION | T I'S PH LADELPHI A' S UNDERSTANDI NG THAT AT LEAST ONE OF
THE PARTI Cl PANTS I N A TRI BUNAL ON HUVAN RI GHTS VWHI CH WAS HELD I N NEW
YORK RECENTLY AND WHI CH CHARGED THE US WTH A VARI ETY OF VI OLATI ONS
AGAI NST WHAT WAS TERMED PRI SONERS OF WAR I N US JAILS, VISITED JAVAL AT
THE PRI SON. AT THI'S SAME TRI BUNAL, AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE BY A NUMBER OF
GERMAN NATI ONALS ASSOCI ATED W TH TERRCRI ST GROUPS TO ENTER THE US TO
ATTEND THI S TRI BUNAL. "

To return to Revol ution Honepage, click here.

Back To COINTELPRO.

Back To The Den: Politics.

Back To The Top.

Mail to: Michagl Rivero
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FBI Activities in Hollywood

The FBI and Hollywood.

Shortly after WW1, and before he became the head of the FBI, J. Edgar Hoover spent sometimein
Hollywood, urging film makersto curtail certain kinds of film making which he felt did not serve the
best interests of the country. In particular, Hoover did not like the films of Charles Spencer Chaplin
which tended to show people in authority abusing their power, maltreating common people, and
eventually being made to look ridiculous. It was a Chaplin trademark, one which Hoover felt fostered
adisrespect for authority in the general population.

Chaplin not only ignored Hoover's entreaties, but made fun of him, and when Hoover ascended to the
head of the FBI, he made Chaplin pay for his earlier insults, and was instrumental in having Charlie
kicked out of the United States.

Hoover was also quite eager to use his new authority to bring Hollywood into line with what Hoover
thought was their proper role in society (propaganda organ for the government) and while Senator
McArthy grabbed the headlines, Hoover was busy behind the scenes recruiting various people to
inform on each other and factionalizing the Hollywood community so that it could not resist him.

One interesting story from those days relates to famed animator Walt Disney who had earlier on asked
for Hoover's help in locating his real birth parents, little realizing the price Hoover would make him
pay later. During the McArthy hysteria, Hoover asked Walt Disney to report on anyone that might be
acommunist. Walt actually did on so at just one occasion, yielding to what must have been an
overwelming temptation.

Y ears ealier, Walt Disney had been teamed up with another animator named Walter Lantz, and
together they produced a cartoon named "Oswald The Rabbit", created by Disney. But when their
partnership dissolved, somehow Walter Lantz retained ownership of Oswald. On the long train ride
home, Walt Disney sketched himself a small rodent with big ears and rubber hose arms and legs and
named him "Mortimer Mouse". Following a slight name change by Walt Disney's wife, the new
Disney star was born, and Disney became a household name. Walter Lantz went on to create his own
star, "Woody Woodpecker".

When Hoover approached Disney to be an informant, Walt was hardly sympathetic. His studio had
been stiffed on the payment for several training films produced for the Army during WW2. But the
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opportunity to "get" the man who stole Oswald from him was too great, and Walt Disney named
Walter Lantz to the House Committee on Un-American Activities. That was Walt Disney's fatal
mistake.

From that day on, using the threat to expose what Walt Disney had done, Hoover was able to
blackmail Walt Disney and then later the Disney company itself into cooperation with several FBI
operations, including a phony riot at the Anaheim park staged to discredit the anti-Vietnam
movement, carried out on orders from the Nixon White House and reveal ed during Congressional
hearings into COINTELPRO in the 70s. Following that riot, Disney management, worried that word
of their involvement might leak out and lead to attempts at retaliation, instituted a short hair hiring
policy designed to keep "hippies' from seeking employment at the park. That short hair policy
remained in effect until alawsuit in the 1980s brought it to an end.

Hoover's interest (indeed obsession) with Hollywood remained in full force, and countless operations
were undertaken to spy on, and in some cases to destroy, various Hollywood celebrities.

The FBI's Public Image

Hoover took great interest in just how the FBI was portrayed in the movies, and later in television.
During the making of "The FBI Story" starring Jmmy Stewert, Hoover was on the set every day
directing the director asto how to make the film. Despite such ham-handed interference, Jimmy
Stewert turned in a marvel ous performance in the small amount of room the character was allowed.

Even when not personally supervising films about the FBI, a close watch, and sometimes direct
intervention was taken in any film that referenced the FBI, no matter how dlight.

Returning to the Disney lot, the following two pages, courtesy of The Smoking Gun reveal FBi
concern over the movie," That Darned Cat" and it's portrayal of the FBI.

=-|Click for full sized page.
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When Paramount Pictures produced,” Skidoo", starring Jacie Gleason, it featured a single scenein
which Gleason's character is seen fleeing a building marked,"FBI" carrying afile cabinet on his back.
That one single scene prompted the following four page memo.

IClick for full sized page.

= |Click for full sSized page.

IClick for full sized page.
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IClick for full sized page.

The FBI's "Celebrity Watch".
When not actually interfering with movies, the FBI spied on celebrities.

Shortly before his untimely death, Elvis was still being spied upon by the FBI, who noted in the

following memo that Elvis was using dangerous amounts of drugs. The FBI might have intervened to
prevent Elvis's death, but chose not to do so.

IClick for full sized page.

IClick for full sized page.
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It was a surprise that Elvis was spied on. Eviswas a big fan of the FBI and said so during his famous
meeting with Richard Nixon.

Elvis asked for an FBI badge for his badge collection.
Ten days after his meeting with Nixon, Elviswas given atour of FBI headquarters.

As usual, there followed areport.
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Finally, no single celebrity filled the government with more fear than did ex-Beatle John Lennon.
Lennon's popularity, and hence his ability to influence popular opinion, coupled with his strong anti-
war stance, made him areal threat in the event the United States decided it had to go to war. For this
reason, Lennon was one of the most watched celebrities, and according to Lennon's youngest son, the
victim of a government assassination plot.

T lj

IClick for full sized page.
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War on Drugs and Human Rights in Colombia, COINTELPRO

colombiawar.orq

| nvestigacion Jorge Eliécer Gaitan

COINTELPRO

FastCounter by LinkExchange

webpage by Paul Wolf

Last updated on July 3, 2002

http://www.icdc.com/~paulwolf/ [10/13/2002 11:27:08 AM]


http://www.icdc.com/~paulwolf/colombia/colombiawar.htm
http://www.icdc.com/~paulwolf/gaitan/gaitan.htm
http://www.icdc.com/~paulwolf/cointelpro/cointel.htm
http://member.linkexchange.com/cgi-bin/fc/fastcounter-login?892821
http://fastcounter.linkexchange.com/fc-join
mailto:paulwolf@icdc.com

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POL I TICS/COINTEL PRO/hooverl.gif

- r k':ﬁ' W
¥ 1 \.'ll'l . L_..la- I-"-"‘P
. o X ;.."l\_-" :.L:"\!"
. -r'-'ﬂ :{ 1'1'” i
u. . L I|
‘!"Hi«'f' =
E,
ETDERAL EiFEa0 OF IRVESTIGATION

ROK:OW Pate hng 30, I&4E

PORERAL AND SCNFTLIRITTAL

FRiana el rga UR. TOLION

L]
&

i Fpeetal Agent
ﬁ'ﬁ Orfiee whom ghe $3 wlaliting at The preseat time.
utsed dgent

Tegpciandg, i, iz an aund of
gsaigned 0 e low Griscra

Jor the temefid of the Surcad and AFeAT

&r. Tolaom

dMr. E. A. Tamm _
e, Clagpr
de, Cotlay
bir. Glarvlo
Me. Lindd
Wr, RWichels
FHr. Forg
r. Traty
Mr. Carann
Mr. Hirba
bir. Heodon
Mr. MeGalre ¢
Mr., Mumlord

Mr, Plpec
Mr. Quise Taemm
rele Rodm
Mr. Hazse

|

-l

As o magtier off record, JAS Guerin _delephicned from —_—
fou drdaan June 28, Ffa aduiced ﬂ:#““" Seba____

fian Gaody

=
il

madictely advized S4C Suerdia thed on Jume 11, 1843, a bridgye pardy
woa keld ot her Romg in Cleselend, [In atiendonece ot this porty were

the fellowtng:

-

stoted that

nected Wit e emerzon High School in

mentiaoned at mhiech fime

Woed 5
Lovewood, Thio

skzville, Fennzylvania

iwew Erighten, Fennsyluanic

fo ‘II" Fime e 1
T s Ioind.

Flsueland

Lokewood, Ohie
Chit o

hgen fdh-

h atated

that durtng the course of the bridge party the Lirecter’s nane oo

nede the ofafement thaot the

Pirector woa a homoasrual and kept g lorge group of young &oys apobind

hima

B

Directaor,

zaid fhot ene porson Iin the party Immedigdely took
0 tosk for thiz sfaterment pointing ocut fhet i Just
gid not lime up with the responsibilitiszs and repuiation of the

After advising the Dirsctor of ihis nadter telephonically, T

contaote
tarne

koo besn an &
Aigh wehoeld until Rer narricge five years ago
Hor husband {2 o motton ploivre operata

fogrdnan ool lad

Their repktgEion end dackground are sadidfaciorl.

240 Boardman at Cleweleand gnd fnstructed him to viporously

to tagk jor her cozzip. AT fecrdmoen asvigsd me
talaphoniccily westerday tﬁat“, whose malden none wol
RA sofool feccher a4t s«RerFEOR

into kiz offiee ohnd sevsrelly

chosttsed her, pointing oud thaf ke personelly regented such a
maltctous end unfounded stafernent af she Hod mzxde and thet ke cokld

CINTORHATIVE WINCESNIUN - ROU T 2F SINT TG ZILES SECTION)

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/hooverl.gif [10/13/2002 11:27:14 AM]



http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POL I TICS/COINTEL PRO/hoover2.gif

)

- -

nat understend what would Iecad hor to nmaxe any such 1fbelons Stads-
ment conoerning g man fn fyeh 4o responsible pesition gs= the Firscotor
who ked in Ats Rands the Internal sscurity of Az comitiry sn wardtima,

_ wos deeply serry ana fndiegfed ahe Jid nod
blame ¥r. Boardman for being indignant. She szpiained thad while
gr a ertp with her hushand iz the Joll eof 184l they were eating in
Fillers Rostgurant in Scitimere. <% an adjoining table were several
young men whe were kawing a »iofous dime and wlho were discusging
varieus personalidies.  They nentisned at Zerderd Hoouver was af
the time on & fishing trip and #ien one of fthem said that on thad
day’ he had seen J. Bdger Soover o) fhe FOI geo through EFnliinore widl
hie chouffour. To this ome of the men gieled that the chauffeur
waa Mr. Hoovgr's sweetheart and fthel Hoowver oz guear.

_ clatmed that zhe never safd aryEhing about dhia
nor had she thought anything abeus 1% wndil the dap of thiz Lridge

party. She safd during the course of the bdridpe purdy dhdre wasg the
ardinary amall talk and some mentfon was made of the Directer. COne
af the girle pointed out thad the Lirector was o bechelor gnc she
wondered why. o thisg gatd thad she replied she under-
atood UYr, Hoover waz quear. g feld, there was no dissbsoion of

this and fmmediately aftar she kad made fhe stodenent she thoupht

{1 sheuld not hove boen made and she could not underadond whiy ahe had
made 8. She atoted that thosz in afiendonce at the tridge poarity haod
baen gathering 1fks thisz Sor o period of eleven yeors gnd dhe bad
gotng 4o peint aut f2 sach of fhose prosent that her stalonond wae
not Founded on Jact end that ake wes Legply sorry that ke had pade
it and it akould mot have beon mede of all,  She s geing o adviae
Boardman when thia hag been cong.

Boardmen smphasized thot Ae hod chastiged her moat wigereusly
gnd that ahe thoroluchly underatood the uniruth of hoer stotements and
the aarisus netura of her setion in having made them,

Faapeatrully,

Fobert ET Hendaon
M M =

.
-—

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/hoover2.gif [10/13/2002 11:27:15 AM]



http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POL I TICS/COINTEL PRO/paper.jpg

*—-‘.

Allanta Jowrnal

wiriieas w8 . #1hE

FBI suspents ‘hero’ guard
may have planted hmqh

Back to ‘the p:eqﬂ-. % paark”

PR s

http://iwww.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/paper.jpg [10/13/2002 11:27:15 AM]



http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POL I TICS/COINTEL PRO/jewell.jpg

Jewrall CCMM)

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/COINTELPRO/jewell.jpg [10/13/2002 11:27:28 AM]



Rancho Runnamukka

Welcome to Rancho Runnamukka

What is mainstream news today was here four years ago!

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Thisweb site, Rancho Runnamukka, will be shutting down during thefirst quarter of 2000. Most of the infor mation
here will still be available at our new web site, What Really Happened, which will open on January 1, 2000.

THE QUICK INDEX

Direct hopsto pages holding key items of interest.

(Under Construction - feel freeto make suggestions).

Find What You Need

Click heretojump to http://www.impeachclinton.com's page that let's you send email to all the US Senators at

once.
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WACO - Who Fired First?

CLICK HERE FOR JACK CHRISTY ON KIEV RADIO'S GEORGE PUTNAM KIEV SHOW ON COCAINE

USE INTHE WHITE HOUSE!

The sound clip gbov in RealAudio format.
If you don't have the RealAudio Player,

you can download it for free. Just click on the icon above.

Up again with a new host!

nterview—now. J A N E

=0 E

THE STARR REPORT AND THE WHITE HOUSE REBUTTAL.
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TWA 800: The NTSB'slab testsdid NOT provethat thered residue came from seat glue!

o TEST TEST
ELERERT TR THEEE

Razmesiumn | 15%  25% DT
Eilizon 18%  00F%R | 0%
Caleinm % s | el

Zine 3.0 B A5G i
[ron 1% 1% |00l

Aluminum | 15%  006F% | B0
Lead 1A%  NONE | KONE

Tianinm - | 17% 000125 | (002 %
Antimoty | &% NONE | KOKE

ickel A25%  MNONE | NDNE
Mdptganest | 11% NONE | NONE
Boron JELR 00145 | D0l%
Eopper [E% NONE | NONE
Ellwer 3% NONE | KDNE

| chromivm | 2% KOKE | KONE

TWA 800: LAB TESTSPROVE THAT THE RED RESIDUE ISNOT GLUE!

Did Bill Clinton "Wag The Dog" in Sudan?
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THE BULLET HOLE IN RON BROWN'SHEAD.

Patrick Knowlton filesan amended complaint, naming namesin the FBI'stampering with evidencein the Vincent

Foster affair.

MAIN SECTION INDEX

POLITICSJFK, OKLAHOMA, VINCENT FOSTER, COINTELPRO.

TWA 800, and Ron Brown.

The Pressroom: Medialies and distortions. NEW!
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TheLiving Room: HOT LINKS

INTERNET’S
oS

__W;‘”\NTE D'

Internet's Most Wanted

NEW! Paul Dennis'sVoice Stress Analyzer!

B CmEm e vl

Some key places to visit when you get done here.

NEW! Visit Patrick Knowlton and John Clarke's new Vince Foster web site,
featuring the court documents which expose the cover-up.

CLICK HERE TO
GO THERE NOW al

World Net Daily

mﬁllntlm Im%. ment Web &%@

Clinton Impeachment Web

UL g‘;ﬁss&s_gt&é[w GO

Free Republic
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Alert America

Beach Bum's Clinton scandals

Arkansas Corruption The The Mena Airport
Drugs - Murder "train deaths" CIA - FBI

TheTrain Deaths

Sear ch for any word or phrase.
seek
_ O Search only this Web site
Search Tips O Search the entire World Wide Web

SUGGESTION: Theresult of thissearch will bealist of the pages containing the word or phrase. Use your
browser's" Search” or " Find" function to locate theword or phrase within each page.

CLICK FOR PGP PUBLIC KEY, DOWN-LOADABLE BANNER AND INFO ON THIS
SITE.

EMAIL:

What Really Happened
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Y e Olde Green Dragon

Ye Olde Green Dragon: Politics

ltems of a Political Nature

Last Update Wed Aug 25 10:32:07 PDT 1999

UM ia

"Mne will be the nost ethical admi nistration in the history of the republic!”
President-Elect Bill dinton, Novenber 1992.

[the United States] can't be so fixed on our desire to preserve the
rights of ordinary Anericans...
President Cinton, March 1, 1993: Boston d obe, 3/2/93, page 3

"I think it's plain that the president should resign and spare the country the
agony of this inmpeachnent and renoval proceeding,” Cinton said. "I think the country
could be spared a | ot of agony and the governnent could worry about inflation and a
| ot of other problens if he'd go on and resign."

Clinton, a |l aw professor at the University of Arkansas, said there was "no question
that an adm ssion of naking fal se statenents to government officials and interfering
with the FBI and the CIA is an inpeachabl e offense."
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Arkansas Democrat, 8/6/74

-

Thisisthe area which generated most of the requests for me to set up a non-career web page. The items referenced from here
are derived from official records. The beauty of the Internet liesin its placing in the hands of We The People the raw data and
the tools to become our own authorities. Check everything for yourself.

Asto the Green Dragon used to decorate this page, allow me to explain.

ke

The Green Dragon Tavern
-A planning site for the Boston Tea Party

Thereisawell known pub in Boston, which goes all the way back to Colonial times. As most colonists did not read, the pub
was marked by a copper sculpture of a dragon above the door. It did not take very long for the Boston climate to corrode the
dragon a bright shade of green, so quickly that the pub's owners did not waste the effort to keep the dragon scul pture polished.
The pub came to be popularly known as the "Green Dragon”.

During the birth of our country, many of the founding fathers would gather at the Green Dragon to hoist atankard of ale and
invent a new nation, along with deciding if this was the week they got to dump some teainto yon harbor.

Along with Ben Franklin, John Hancock, Paul Revere and the rest of the patriots was one physician, a Dr. Josiah Bartlett (my
ancestor), down from New Hampshire to represent the interests of the Granite State. A distinguished medical practitioner,
family tradition portrays Dr. Bartlett as a curmudgeon who suggested that the Declaration of Independence be written on hemp
paper such that if the British succeeded in putting down the rebellion, the signers could smoke the evidence of treason!

Being the senior delegate from New Hampshire, then the northernmost of the colonies, Dr. Bartlett was the first man to cast a
vote for the Declaration of Independence. Along with the other delegates, he signed the Declaration of |ndependence on
August 2, 1776, and his signature is seen in the upper right corner of the block of signatures on that document.

Dr. Bartlett's career in public life included the delegation to ratify the Constitution, a brief stint in Congress and the
governorship, retiring only when his health began to fail.

Were Dr. Bartlett still alive, | would hope he would look on this web page with a proud eye and approve of what his
descendent hath wrought.

There's no acohol here, alas. There's a state license required for such things, and the Founding fathers neglected to include a
pint of ale among the inalienable rights of man. A glaring omission to be sure, but on the whole, a minor one.

Not surprisingly, there is another website called the Green Dragon Tavern which has included me as a member.

A "Green Dragon Tavern" Site.
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i Many years ago, men of strong mind, strong will
i and strong character used to meet in
] . Coming together secretly, and

1 often late at night, they met upstairs in the Long
Room. Here .. .they planned the destiny of our
country, and plotted the course of freedom which

A we now sail.

The Green Dragon Tavern -

-A planning site for the BostonTea Party  BIEENCEUT O EICRERA Wl Ne)Y

WHITEWATER
AHEADI!

-

Sons (and Daughters) of the Republic. Look and

learn!

A Sound And Picture Gallery, including the famous photos of Hillary and Al Gore

with cocaine smuggler Jorge Cabrera.

COCAINE IN THE WHITE HOUSE?
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The Death Of Vincent Foster

The Death Of John Kennedy
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The Death Of Martin Luther King

THE FAMOUS "DEAD BODIES" LIST.

THE TARGETS OF THE INDEPENDENT COUNCILS.

THIS
PHOTO

REMOVED

The Oklahoma Bombing

COINTELPRO: THE CRIMINAL ACTIONS OF THE FBI.

OPERATION MOCKINGBIRD: THE SUBVERSION OF THE PRESS BY CIA.

ECHELON:
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YESVIRGINIA, THERE REALLY ISA GOVERNMENT SYSTEM THAT READSALL YOUR EMAIL!

THE DOJ I/G REPORT ON FBI LAB ERRORS.

ACTIVITIES AT MENA: THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL!

THE PARTIAL LIST OF CLINTON LIES.

BILL'S FRIENDS WHO ARE STILL ALIVE BUT IN JAIL.

SCANDALS SORTED BY DATE.

bl T T s T A
P e AT i . Lo i

B ik i o e b D o, By
i L SR T

The House Banking Report on WHITEWATER

THE CLINTON CALENDAR.

THE LIST OF STOLEN FBI FILES.
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THE LIST OF WH COFFEE GUESTS.

THE TRAVELGATE DEPOSITIONS.

THE BEASTS IN BLUE BERETS. (NEW)

OTHER TEXT FILES

The Senate Whitewater Report, THE CLINTON VIDEOTAPED TESTIMONY,
How To Tell If You're A Liberal (Humor)
Kerry Report on Government Drug Running
"The Clinton Chronicles®
The CIA and the Media
The UNIBOMBER manifesto
"The Prince by Niccoli Machiavelli - The Handbook for Dictators

"The Pentagon Shrine to Bill Clinton
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Larry Case's tapes.

Is this Clinton's written apology to a woman he assaulted?

THE GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL

THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE

THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS.

SOMEPLACE YOU MUST VISIT!

Judicial lWatch“ Judicial Watch

ThisisLarry Klayman's group, founded three years to seek reform through the court system. Larry Klayman and Judicial
Watch are doing the job Kenneth Starr claims to do but doesn't. Klayman is on Carville's "top ten" enemieslist. Klayman was
offered atwo million dollar out of court settlement by the White House, in effect a bribe, to cease his activity. He turned it
down.

Larry walks what Kenneth talks. Keep your eye on this man!
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ANOTHER PLACE YOU MUST VISIT!

The Waco Holocaust Museum

The very best site on the worst mass murder of our century, in which the government of the United States gassed a church full
of women and children to death with agasthat'sillegal to usein war!

-

A Poster | made.

THIS 15 Yo
GOVERNMENT.

THES IS
DRUG MONEY.

THIS |5 YOUR
i GOVERNMENT
o DRUG MONEY,

AN GUESTIONSY

Click for large poster.(25.4K)

Click for smaller version.(18.4K)

LS ken s i e 8 - o

—_—

HOT LINKS TO OTHER SITES

The National Debt Clock.

The Clinton On Trial Web-site.

Citizens for Honest Government.

http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/politics.html (9 of 14) [10/13/2002 11:27:34 AM]


http://www.mnsinc.com/SkyWriter/WacoMuseum/
http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/P2.gif
http://www.whatreallyhappened.com/RANCHO/POLITICS/P3.gif
http://www.toptips.com/debtclock.html
http://www.toptips.com/debtclock.html
http://www.clintonontrial.com/
http://www.cfhg.org/

Y e Olde Green Dragon

Accuracy In Media.

Free Republic.

Capitol Hill Blue

Quinn IN The Morning.

The "Train Deaths'.

Military "Suicides'.

The Sweeney Repossession.

Center for Responsive Palitics.

Seven Tips For Reading in the Home. (Read ALL the way through).

Philidelphia Crier.

Albionic.

Nation of Hawaii Soverignity Movement
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Phil Anderson.

Clinton scandals.

Hillary Scandals.

Patriarchy.

Hawaiian Sovereignty Elections Council

BEACHBUM'S CLINTON SCANDAL PAGE! .

Arkansas Horrors web site.

World Government Listserver.

Email Addresses for American Politicians and PACS.

Patriots for a Constitutional America

Oregon Police State.

Federation of Earth.

Bob Parry's The Consortium.
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The Consortium Home Page

Western Journalism Center

List of Online Activist Groups.

Politically Incorrect Songs.

Federation of American Scientists library of U.S. intelligence documents.

Carolyn's Conservative Corner

Peter J. Celano Extremist page.

David Hackworth's Column.

USS Liberty Home Page.

Max Kennedy's Page.

Jeff's Home Page (Conspiracy and religeon).

Generation X website.
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Psycho War Against The Internet And The American People.

Pink Noise Studios.

Portland Free Press.

Talk show host & activist Michagl Reagan.

PROSNOOP! .

Jim Harrell's Website.

RESTORING AMERICA PAGE! .

London Telegraph Conspiracy Page.

Contacting the Congress.

Lisa Pease's Real History Archives.

Reinhardt World Government Page

Politics of Computer Privacy.

Alliance to Expose Government Corruption.
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Covert Action Quarterly home page.

David Sussman's Web Empirel

The extremist's Extremist is BACK!!!!

Lion's Den Site Of The Week.

Back To The Farm House.

Mail to: What Really Happened
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