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| don’t receive much criticism
from my readers. Not because the ar-
ticlesinthe Anti Shyster arealwaysright
or perfectly accurate—far fromit. But
most readers seem to understand that
this publication exploresideas near the
“cutting edge” of the constitutionalist
movement and therefore each article
usually contains significant elements of
uncertainty and conjecture. Our ar-
ticlesare not intended to provide abso-
lute truth so much as intriguing ques-
tionsand possibilities. For me, it'sthe
uncertainty, conjectureand intellectual
risk tht make the articles fascinating.

Anyone who's read the Anti Shy-
ster for long should also realize | sel-
dom focus on facts in this magazine; |
focus on thought, conjecture, relation-
ships, theoriesand possibleinsights. In
fact, any reader would be hard-pressed
tofind asinglearticlewhere| declared
that sometheory or opinion wasthe ab-
solute truth. | never ask people to be-
lieve — only consider —what | publish.

Further, the AntiShyster is not a
monologue (I speak, you listen; | write,
you read), but a dialogue in which |
present intriguing theories, and then my
readers reply with information to sup-
port, refute, or clarify thosetheories. |
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don’'t write merely to educate my read-
ers, but to stimulate them to respond
and thereby educateme. Thenl,inturn,
report what |’ ve learned from my read-
ers, and another round of replies fol-
lows. Inthisway, the AntiShyster isin-
tended to educate both my readers and
me.

In Volume 7 No. 4, | published
“"FOIA, the Privacy Act & the IRS’
based on interviews with Eddie Kahn
and Larry Maxwell, two longtime ad-
versaries of the IRS. The gist of the
articlewasthis: Kahnand Maxwell dis-
covered that the IRS would provide
records on several “ taxpayers’ under
FOIA (the Freedom of Information Act)
but not under the Privacy Act. It ap-
peared that FOIA kept records on arti-
ficial entities and the Privacy Act only
kept records on real people. If the IRS
had no recordson real people, it would
prove the IRSonly taxes artificial enti-
ties — not real people — and pound a
pretty big spike in the taxman’s coffin.

Well, the poo quickly hit the im-
peller. | received half a dozen serious,
even virulent letters and faxes criticiz-
ing Kahn, Maxwell and mefor publish-
ing the article. (At times, our critics
seemed almost to “ protest too much.”)
The response from Wayne C. Bentson
(Western Information Network of
Payson, Arizona) was typical:
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ear Publisher:

A friend just provided me acopy
of an article recently published in your
newspaper relevant to the Freedom of
Information Act and the Privacy Act,
authored by Eddie Kahn and Larry
Maxwell.

Obvioudly, neither Mr. Kahn or
Mr. Maxwell are serious students of, or
understand either the FOIA or the PA.

The Privacy Act is relevant to
“residents’ or “individuals’ and on oc-
casion it is relevant to a “person”.
Whether the resident or individual isa
“human being” or not has nothing to
do with thetax laws or the Privacy Act.

By law, a Privacy Act request
must specify the particular system of
records to be accessed. And if the
agency deniestherequest for failureto
identify the specific system of records
to be searched, the agency is 100% cor-
rect.

It is true that the alleged IRS
maintains more than 100 systems.
Knowing the details of each system of
records is a major and important asset
when confronting either an audit situa-
tion or a criminal investigation. The
Privacy Act is not impossible to use as
asserted by the authors. It is in fact
rather easy, and a major weapon to be
executed as often as necessary when
dealing with the enemy IRS, or other
agencies associated with the alleged
IRS.

Onelast complaint. Mr. Maxwell
states (incorrectly), that thealleged IRS
has no regulations relating to the Pri-
vacy Act. Wrong again.

Why you publish craplikethe Kahrn/
Maxwell articlel don’t know. But the pub-
lic is not well served with the misinfor-
mation provided by Mr. Kahn and Mr.
Maxwell, no matter how well intended.

No single FOIA or PA request
provides the necessary and complete
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data enabling us to be successful dur-
ing aconferencelevel or even DOJlevel
investigation. Every new client requires
at least 4 or 5 FOIA and PA requeststo
establish the information foundation
that permits proceeding on an equal or
superior level with the agency. A crimi-
nal case will require severa additional
requests, and some will be filed with
agencies other than the alleged Inter-
nal revenue Service.

But [to] not bother to know the
details of the IRS and other agencies
system of records. That is unthinkable.

Respectfully,

Wayne C. Bentson

Golly. Why sotense? DidtheAn-
tiShyster publish something imperfect?
I’d feel awful about that except | don’t
know of any other modern publication
that' sableto always (or even ever) pub-
lishtheabsolutetruth. Infact, I'mwill-
ing to bet that Mr. Bentson hasalso pub-
lished or spoken opinions over the last
five or ten years that today, even he
would admit were flawed.

None of us have perfect informa-
tion. The only reasonable criteria for
eval uating someone'sintellectual cred-
ibility is whether that personiswilling
to keep learning, changing and grow-
ing as newer and more accurate infor-
mation becomes available—or whether
he claims to be an “ expert” (a person
who, according to Frank LIoyd Wright,
has stopped thinking).

Eddie Kahn and Larry Maxwell
aren’t “ experts,” they're warriors.
They'd be the first to admit that what-
ever they suspect may be true today is
not the absolutefinal truth. But they're
willing to stick their necks out and risk
being wrongin order tolearn. Bump-
ing heads with the IRSis not an intel-
lectual exercise for these guys, it's a
contact sport that involves significant
personal risk.

Eddie Kahn hasbeeninthelRS's
facefor nearly fifteen years. He devel-
oped such an effective administrative
strategy to stop the IRS, that the IRS
changed it's modus operandi to avoid
meeting “ taxpayers’ who might ask
guestions the IRS refuses to answer.

Larry Maxwell hastaken twenty-
two cases from Texasto courtsinWash-
ington D.C. to try to prove (and risk

SCHIZOPHRENIC © Music

P

disproving) his theory on the Privacy
Act. It takes time, money and dedica-
tion to take those cases all the way to
Washington. The courts dismissed one
of Maxwell’s cases; but in another
three, an assistant U.S. Attorney hasin-
advertently conceded that Mr.
Maxwell’s arguments are correct.

Does this concession prove
Larry'sright? No. But it does suggest
that the Privacy Act arguments might
beright. And that'sworth reporting.

Sowhydo | publishthis” crap” ?
First, | don’t know that it's*“ crap” so
publishtofind out. Second, evenaU.S
Attorney has implicitly conceded it
might not be*“ crap” . Andthird, by pub-
lishing, | get letters like Mr. Bentson's
which may ultimately hel p Eddie Kahn,
Larry Maxwell and everyoneelseinthe
constitutionalist movement to better un-
derstand the tax laws. In the end, the
most important issue is not the quality
of Kahn's and Maxwell’s information,
but their courage and determination to
useit.

Even Eddie Kahn agrees there
were errorsin the article. But Eddie’s
not embarrassed by mistakes since he
has sense enough to learn from them:

ear Al,

This letter isin regards to a par-
ticular section of theinterview you and
| did in the Anti Shyster magazine, vol-
ume 7 number 4, page 38. | know this
will be hard for youto believe, Al, but |
made a boo-boo.

In the specific section, you ask,
“You're saying an individual need not
sign under penalty of perjury?’ And |
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replied, “That's what their book says.
That means signing the 1040, for ex-
ample, isentirely voluntary.”

The highlighted section isincor-
rect. My apologiesfor the misstatement.
At American Rights Litigators (ARL),
we never make such a statement. Our
positionis, until the IRSidentifieswhat
particular tax theclientisliablefor, the
formitself is amoot issue.

The 1040 is not the only IRS tax
form, but simply one of many. It can-
not be used for every tax listed in the
IR Code, but only for the one'sthat have
been authorized by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) as per the
Paperwork Reduction Act.

For eighteen months, the attorney
and CPA that work with ARL have been
asking the IRS, “What particular tax is
our client liablefor?’ Most of thetime,
IRS personnel try to evade the question.
However, we've had a few agents that
wrote back stating, “Theclientisliable
for theIndividual Income Tax and must
fileit on form 1040."

A letter was then promptly sent
back to the agent with acopy of 26 CFR
602.101 cross reference index (1994
edition) and the SF 83 form. The cross
reference shows the only OMB ap-
proved form for information gathering
for the Individual Income Tax is the

form 2555, not the 1040. In addition,
on the SF 83 form, the IRS lists al the
regulations and IR Code sections ap-
plicableto theform 1040. However, the
regulation 1.1-1, entitled Incometax on
individuals, isnot listed on form SF 83.

Wehave never had arebuttd from
anyoneinthe IRS concerning the docu-
ments presented. Also, OM B-approved
form 2555 is completely in harmony
with the statement in the historical notes
of IR Code section 6065: “The excep-
tion to this rule (signing an IRS form
under penalty of perjury) is an income
tax returnfiled by anindividual.” Form
2555 does not have a pendty of perjury
clauseonthesignatureline. Infact, it does
not even haveasignatureline! (Doesthis
form comply with IRC 606577)

In conclusion, we should always
keep in mind the peoplewe are dealing
with at the IRS are, by and large, not
your Sunday-go-to-meeting kind of
folks. Our experience with them indi-
cates they will lie, cheat and steal at
every opportunity. | fed thisisjust an-
other example of how they deal deceit-
fully with Americans.

Al, again | apologize for the
snafu. Hope this explanation clears up
any misunderstanding.

Sincerely,

Eddie Kahn

Eddie also sent a letter concern-
ing Larry Maxwell’s Privacy Act suit
which readsin part:

Larry Maxwell’'s organization,
Family Advocates, hasfled 22 lawsuits
against the IRSfor violation of the Pri-
vacy Act. The violation stemsfrom the
fact that a Privacy Act request was done
for the clients asking to see certain
records that should have been in afile
maintained by the IRSf thispersonwas
a“Taxpayer”. The IRS did not produce
a copy of the requested records as re-
quired by law. . . .

Thefirst 4 suitswerefiled on No-
vember 17, 1997. They were filed in
Washington, D.C. becausethat’swhere
the defendant, Robert Rubin, Secretary
of the Treasury, resides. The first case
was dismissed when thejudge stated the
plaintiff could not use the Privacy Act
to determine the possible existence of
afederal tax liability. This decision is
currently on appeal. The next three
cases were consolidated into one. Dur-
ing the February 5,1998 hearing, the
U.S. attorney agreed that the plaintiffs
were not trying to determine a tax li-
ability, but were just trying to get ac-
cess to their records.

Larry Maxwell, senior family
minister, stated the REAL VICTORY
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came near the end of the hearing when
the government conceded that “line
records that are sought by the Plain-
tiffs do not exist”. In our opinion, the
importance of this admission is monu-
mental. All “Taxpayers’ have afileon
them that is maintained by the Agency.
That file would contain such things as:
1) How, When and Where you be-
came a Taxpayer; what Tax you are li-
able for; what Form you are required
to file; assessments; copies of al cor-
respondence and supporting docu-
ments.
When they said no records exist,
they admitted, in essence, the Plaintiff
was not a* Taxpayer”! . ..

So are Kahn and Maxwell right
about the Privacy Act?

| don’t know.

But ina sense, it’snot too impor-
tant if they're “ right” since nothing is
permanent in our modern legal system
except government’s appetite for
money. They already take 55% of what

we earn, and Clinton has publicly de-
clared they expect to take over 80% of
what our children earn.

Wake up. Government does not
exist to serve usany morethan farmers
exist to serve sheep.

Fundamental truth: You have
money, government wants it.

Fundamental truth #2: Govern-
ment does not respect law, it respects
fighters.

End of lesson.

Once you understand those fun-
damentals, you'll see that no matter
what laws or agencies we challenge or
topple, government will continueto de-
vise new and “improved” laws and
agenciesto extort our wealth.

Even if Kahn and Maxwell’s Pri-
vacy Act argument is valid, it'll only
stop the IRS for twelve to twenty-four
months. By then, government will de-
vise another strategy to extort your
money. But, fortunately, Kahn and
Maxwell will be there to devise yet an-
other counter-strategy to minimize our
taxes and help keep usfree. Thereisno

silver bullet, only temporary strategies
and victoriesin the endless struggle be-
tween producers and parasites.

Even if the IRS disappears, |
guarantee government will not reduce
your taxes. They'll simply hirethe same
old IRSagents, give'eman new agency
name with a “ kinder gentler” facade,
and send ‘emout gunnin’ for your cash.

Each of us faces a fundamental
choice: We can either surrender the
fruits of our labor to a non-productive,
parasitic government, or we can fight
to retain our wealth and sustain our
families. Whether Kahn and Maxwell
use the Privacy Act, Administrative
Procedure or 5th Amendment argu-
mentsto stop theIRSisirrelevant. The
quality of their information is impor-
tant, but the most important point isnot
whether they' reright, but that they fight
and more, also teach and encourage
otherstofight. That makes Eddie Kahn
and Larry Maxwell worthy of our in-
terest and respect.
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